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CHAP. CCXV. —An Act to change and fix the Time of holding the Spring Terms of 
the United States Circuit and District Courts in the Cities of Covington and Paducah, 
in the State of Kentucky.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That the terms of the United 
States circuit and district courts heretofore held in Covington, Kentucky, 
on the third Monday in April, shall hereafter be held there on the second 
Monday in May; and the terms of said courts heretofore held in Padu-
cah, Kentucky, on the third Monday in March, shall hereafter be held 
there on the second Monday in April.

Appr ov ed , March 1, 1873.

CHAP. CCXVI. — An Act authorizing the President to appoint Frank M. Ashton a sec-
ond assistant Engineer in the Navy of the United States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President be, and is 
hereby, authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
appoint Frank M. Ashton a second assistant engineer in the United 
States navy, subject to the usual examination.

Approv ed , March 1, 1873.

CHAP. CCX VII. — An Act to transfer the Control of certain Powers and Duties in Re-
lation to the Territories to the Department of the Interior.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall hereafter exercise all the powers and perform all the duties in 
relation to the Territories of the United States that are now by law or 
by custom exercised and performed by the Secretary of State.

Approv ed , March 1, 1873.

CHAP. CCXVIII. — An Act to provide for the Expenses of the Investigation of alleged 
Frauds in the recent senatorial Election in Kansas.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of ten thousand 
dollars be, and the same hereby is appropriated, out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay the expenses of the select 
committee, of the Senate, appointed to inquire into the charges of bribery 
and corruption in the recent senatorial election in Kansas.

Appr ov ed , March 1, 1873.

CHAP. CCXXIII. — An Act relating to the Circuit and District Courts of the United 
States for the middle and northern Districts of Alabama.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of an act or acts 
of Congress as vests in the district court of the United States for the 
middle district of Alabama, and the district court of the United States 
for the northern district of Alabama, .the power and jurisdiction of a 
circuit court, be, and the same is hereby repealed.

Sec . 2. That all civil causes, actions, suits, executions, pleas, process, 
and other proceedings now pending in said district courts of the United 
States for the middle and northern districts of Alabama, which might 
have been brought and would have been originally cognizable in a circuit 
court, are hereby declared to be transferred to the circuit court of the 
district of Alabama; and the clerks of said district courts shall transmit 
all the original papers in such causes, and a complete transcript of all 
the dockets, minutes, orders, judgments, and decrees in such causes, as 
the same appear of record in said district courts, to said circuit court of the 
United States at Mobile, Alabama.
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Sec . 3. That nothing in this act contained shall apply to any indict-
ment found by a grand jury and now pending in either of said district 
courts; nor shall anything contained in this act affect the jurisdiction 
or power of the Supreme Court of the United States to hear and determine 
any cause or proceeding now pending in said Supreme Court on writ of 
error or appeal from either of said district courts for the middle and 
northern districts of Alabama.

Sec . 4. That hereafter the circuit court of the United States for the 
district of Alabama shall exercise appellate and revisory jurisdiction over 
the decrees and judgments of said district courts of the United States for 
the middle district of Alabama, and the northern district of Alabama, 
under the laws of the United States conferring and regulating the juris-
diction, powers, and practice of the circuit courts in cases removed in said 
courts by appeal or writ of error.

Appr ov ed , March 3, 1873.

CHAP. CCXXIV.— An Act to provide for the better Care and Protection of Sub-
sistence Supplies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to select from the sergeants 
of the line of the army who shall have faithfully served therein five 
years, three years of which in the grade of non-commissioned officer, as 
many commissary-sergeants as the service may require, not to exceed one 
for each military post or place of deposit of subsistence supplies, whose 
duty it shall be to receive and preserve the subsistence supplies at the 
posts, under the direction of the proper officers of the subsistence depart-
ment, and under such regulations as shall be prescribed by the Secretary 
of War. The commissary-sergeants hereby authorized shall be subject to 
the rules and articles of war, and shall receive for their services the same 
pay and allowances as ordnance-sergeants.

Appr ov ed , March 3, 1873.

CHAP. CCXXV. — An Act to abolish the Office of Surveyor at the Port of Chester, in 
Pennsylvania, and for other Purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the office of surveyor at 
the port of Chester, in the district of Philadelphia, provided by the act 
establishing said port, approved March twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven, be, and the same is hereby, abolished.

Sec . 2. That an inspector of customs, to reside at the said port of 
Chester, with the powers of a deputy collector, shall be appointed for 
said port, and shall perform such duties as may be devolved on him accord-
ing to law, but the compensation of such officer shall not exceed that 
allowed by law to inspectors of customs at the port of Philadelphia.

Appro ve d , March 3, 1873.

CHAP. CCXXVI. — An Act making Appropriations for the legislative, executive and 
judicial Expenses of the Government far the Year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-four, and for other Purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the following sums be, and 
the same are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not' 
otherwise appropriated, for the service of the fiscal year ending June 
thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-four, for the objects hereinafter 
expressed, namely:
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