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made in the plan of said bridge during the progress of construction, such 
change shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of War.

Sec . 6. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this act is hereby 
expressly reserved. A nd the right to require any changes in said struct-
ure or its entire removal, at the expense of the owners thereof, when-
ever Congress shall decide that the public interest requires it, is also 
expressly reserved.

Approved, March 3, 1883.

CHAP. 101.—An act in relation to certain fees allowed registers and receivers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the fees allowed registers 
and receivers for testimony reduced by them to writing for claimants, 
in establishing pre-emption and homestead rights and mineral entries, 
and in contested cases, shall not be considered or taken into account in 
determining the maximum of compensation of said officers.

Sec . 2. That registers and receivers shall, upon application, furnish 
plats or diagrams of townships in their respective districts showing 
what lauds are vacant and what lands are taken, and shall be allowed 
to receive compensation therefor from the party obtaining said plat or 
diagram at such rates as may be prescribed by the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office and said officers shall, upon application by the 
proper State or Territorial authorities, furnish, for the purpose of tax-
ation, a list of all lands sold in their respective districts, together with 
the names of the purchasers, and shall be allowed to receive compen-
sation for the same not to exceed ten cents per entry ; and the sums 
thus received for plats and lists shall not be considered or taken into 
account in determining the maximum of compensation of said officers.

Approved, March 3, 1883.

CHAP. 102.—An act to amend an act donating public lands to the several States 
and Territories which may provide colleges for the benefit of agriculture and the 
mechanic arts

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the fourth section of the 
act donating public lands to the several States and Territories which 
may provide colleges for the benefit of agriculture and the mechanic 
arts, approved July second, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, be, and 
the same is hereby, amended so as to read as follows:

u  Sec . 4. That all moneys derived from the sale of lands aforesaid 
by the States to which the lands are apportioned, and from the sales of 
land-scrip hereinbefore provided for, shall be invested in stocks of the 
United States or of the States, or some other safe stocks; or the same 
may be invested by the States having no State stocks, in any other 
manner after the legislatures of such States shall have assented thereto, 
and engaged that such funds shall yield not less than five per centum 
upon the amount so invested and that the principal thereof shall for-
ever remain unimpaired: Provided, That the moneys so invested or 
loaned shall constitute a perpetual fund, the capital of which shall re-
main forever undiminished (except so far as may be provided in section 
five of this act), and the interest of which shall be inviolably appro-
priated, by each State which may take and claim the benefit of this act, 
to the endowment, support, and maintenance of at least one college 
where the leading object shall be without excluding other scientific and 
classical studies, and including military tactics, to teach such branches 
of learning as are related to agriculture and the mechanic arts, in such
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manner as the legislatures of the States may respectively prescribe, in 
order to promote the liberal and practical education of the industrial 
classes in the several pursuits and professions in life.”

Approved, March 3, 1883.

CHAP. 115.—An act to refund to the State of Georgia certain money expended by 
said State for the common defense in 1777.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Treas-
ury be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to pay to the State 
of Georgia, or its lawfully-authorized agent, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of thirty-five thousand 
five hundred and fifty-five dollars and forty-two cents; the payment 
herein directed to be made being for money paid by said State for sup-
plies for the troops in seventeen hundred and seventy-seven, under the 
command of General James Jackson, engaged in local defense for the 
common cause of Independence, and which sum was not included in the 
account of the State of Georgia in the settlement with the general gov-
ernment under the assumption act of seventeen hundred and ninety.

Approved, March 3, 1883.

CHAP. 116.—An act to afford assistance and relief to Congress and the executive 
departments in the investigation of claims and demands against the government.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever a claim or 
matter is pending before any committee of the Senate or House of 
Representatives, or before either House of Congress, which involves 
the investigation and determination of facts, the committee or house 
may cause the same, with the vouchers, papers, proofs, and documents 
pertaining thereto, to .be transmitted to the court of Claims of the 
United States, and the same shall there be proceeded in under such 
rules as the court may adopt. When the facts shall have been found, 
the court shall not enter judgment thereon, but shall report the same 
to the committee or to the house by which the case was transmitted for 
its consideration

Sec . 2. That when a claim or matter is pending in any of the executive 
departments which may involve controverted questions of fact or law, 
the head of such department may transmit the same, with the vouchers, 
papers, proofs, and documents pertaining thereto, to said court, and 
the same shall be there proceeded in under such rules as the court may 
adopt. When the facts and conclusions of law shall have been found, 
the court shall not enter judgment thereon, but shall report its findings 
and opinions to the department by which it was transmitted, for its 
guidance and action.

Sec . 3. The jurisdiction of said court shall not extend to or include 
any claim against the United States growing out of the destruction or 
damage to property by the Army or Navy during the war for the sup-
pression of the rebellion, or for the use and occupation of real estate 
by any part of the military or naval forces of the United States in the 
operations of said forces during the said war at the seat of war; nor 
shall the said court have jurisdiction of any claim against the United 
States which is now barred by virtue of the provisions of any law of 
the United States.

Sec . 4. In any case of a claim for supplies or stores taken by or fur 
nished to any part of military or naval forces of the United States for 
their use during the late war for the suppression of the rebellion, the 
petition shall aver that the person who furnished such supplies or stores,
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