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and power conferred by this act in case the free navigation of said 
river shall at any time be substantially or materially obstructed by said 
bridge, or for any other reason, and to direct the removal or necessary 
modifications thereof at the cost and expense of the owners of said 
bridge; and Congress may at any time alter, repeal, or amend this act. 
The right is reserved to the United States for the establishment of a 
postal telegraph across said bridge.

Sec . 5. That the consent of the Mexican state of Tamaulipas and of 
the proper authorities of the Republic of Mexico shall have been ob-
tained before said bridge shall be built or commenced.

Approved, May 29, 1884.

CHAP. 59.—-An act to amend an act entitled. “An act to authorize the construction 
of a ponton wagon bridge across the Mississippi River at or near the city of Du-
buque, in the State of Iowa.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act entitled. “An 
act to authorize the construction of a ponton wagon-bridge across the 
Mississippi River at or near the city of Dubuque, in the State of Iowa”, 
approved March third, eighteen hundred and seventy-five, be amended 
by striking out of section two of said act the word “five” and inserting 
in lieu thereof the word “four,”

Approved, May 29, 1884.

CHAP. 60.—Au act for the establishment of a Bureau of Animal Industry, to prevent 
the exportation of diseased cattle, aud to provide means for the suppression and 
extirpation of pleuro-pneumonia and other contagious diseases among domestic 
animals.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Commissioner of Agri-
culture shall organize in his Department a Bureau of Animal Industry, 
and shall appoint a Chief thereof, who shall be a competent veterinary 
surgeon, and whose duty it shall be to investigate and report upon the 
condition of the domestic animals of the United States, their protection 
and use, and also inquire into and report the causes of contagious, in-
fectious, and communicable diseases among them, and the means for the 
prevention and cure of the same, aud to collect such information on 
these subjects as shall be valuable to the agricultural and commercial 
interests of the country; and the Commissioner of Agriculture is hereby 
authorized to employ a force sufficient for this purpose, not to exceed 
twenty persons at any one time. The salary of the Chief of said Bureau 
shall be three thousand dollars per annum; and the Commissioner shall 
appoint a clerk for said Bureau, with a salary of one thousand five hun-
dred dollars per annum.

Sec . 2. That the Commissioner of Agriculture is authorized to ap-
point two competent agents, who shall be practical stock-raisers or expe-
rienced business men familiar with questions pertaining to commercial 
transactions in live stock, whose duty it shall be, under the instructions of 
the Commissioner of Agriculture, to examine and report upon the best 
methods of treating, transporting, and caring for animals, and the 
means to be adopted for the suppression and extirpation of contagious 
pleuro pneumonia, and to. provide against the spread of other danger-
ous contagious, infectious, and communicable diseases. The compensa-
tion of said agents shall be at the rate of ten dollars per diem, with all 
necessary expenses, while engaged in the actual performance of their 
duties under this act, when absent from their usual place of business 
or residence as such agent.
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Sec . 3. That it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of Agriculture 
to prepare such rules and regulations as he may deem necessary for the 
speedy and effectual suppression and extirpation of said diseases, and 
to certify such rules and regulations to the executive authority of each 
State and Territory, and invite said authorities to co-operate in the ex-
ecution and enforcement of this act. Whenever the plans and methods 
of the Commissioner of Agriculture shall be accepted by any State or 
Territory in which pleuro-pneumonia or other contagious, infectious, or 
communicable disease is declared to exist, or such State or Territory 
shall have adopted plans and methods for the suppression and extirpa-
tion of said diseases, aud such plans and methods shall be accepted by 
the Commissioner of Agriculture, and whenever the governor of a State 
or other properly constituted authorities signify their readiness to co-
operate for the extinction of any contagious, infectious, or communica-
ble disease in conformity with the provisions of this act, the Commis-
sioner of Agriculture is hereby authorized to expend so much of the 
money appropriated by this act as may be necessary in such investiga-
tions, and in such disinfection and quarantine measures as may be nec-
essary to prevent the spread of the disease from one State or Territory 
into another.

Sec . 4. That in order to promote the exportation of live stock from 
the United States the Commissioner of Agriculture shall make special 
investigation as to the existence of pleuro-pneumonia, or any conta-
gious, infectious, or communicable disease, along the dividing-lines be-
tween the United States and foreign countries, and along the lines of 
transportation from all parts of the United States to ports from which 
live stock are export ed, and make report of the results of such investi-
gation to the Secretary of the Treasury, who shall, from time to time, 
establish such regulations concerning the exportation and transporta-
tion of live stock as the results of said investigations may require.

Sec . 5. That to prevent the exportation from any port of the United 
States to any port in a foreign country of live stock affected with any 
contagious, infectious, or communicable disease, and especially pleuro-
pneumonia, the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to take such steps and adopt such measures, not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act, as he may deem necessary.

Sec . 6. That no railroad company within the United States, or the 
owners or masters of any steam or sailing or other vessel or boat, shall 
receive for transportation or transport, from one State or Territory to 
another, or from any State into the District of Columbia, or from the 
District into any State, any live stock affected with any contagious, in-
fectious, or communicable disease, and especially the disease known as 
pleuro-pneumonia; nor shall anyT person, company, or corporation 
deliver for such transportation to any railroad company, or master or 
owner of any boat or vessel, any live stock, knowing them to be affected 
with any contagious, infectious, or communicable disease; nor shall 
any person, company, or corporation drive on foot or transport in private 
conveyance from one State or Territory to another, or from any State 
into the District of Columbia, or from the District into any State, any 
live stock, knowing them to be affected with any contagious, infectious, 
or communicable disease, and especially the disease known as pleuro-
pneumonia : Provided, That the so-called splenetic or Texas fever shall 
not be considered a contagious, infectious, or communicable disease 
within the meaning of sections four, five, six and seven of this act, as to 
cattle being transported by rail to market for slaughter, when the same 
are unloaded only to be fed and watered in lots on the way thereto.

Sec . 7. That it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of Agriculture 
to notify, in writing, the proper officials or agents of any railroad, steam-
boat, or other transportation company doing business in or through any 
infected locality, and by publication in such newspapers as he may se-
lect, of the existence of said contagion; and any person or persons 
operating any such railroad, or master or owner of any boat or vessel,
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or owner or custodian of or person having control over such cattle or 
other live stock within such infected district, who shall knowingly vio-
late the provisions of section six of this act, shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor, and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than one hundred nor more than five thousand dollars, or by imprison-
ment for not more than one year, or by both such fine and imprison-
ment.

Sec . 8. That whenever any contagious, infectious, or communicable 
disease affecting domestic animals, and especially the disease known as 
pleuro-pneumonia, shall be brought into or shall break out in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, it shall be the duty of the Commissioners of said Dis-
trict to take measures to suppress the same promptly and to prevent 
the same from spreading; and for this purpose the said Commissioners 
are hereby empowered to order and require that any premises, farm, or 
farms where such disease exists, or has existed, be put in quarantine; 
to order all or any animals coming into the District to be detained at 
any place or places for the purpose of inspection and examination; to 
prescribe regulations for and to require the destruction of animals 
affected with contagious, infectious, or communicable disease, and for 
the proper disposition of their hides and carcasses; to prescribe regu-
lations for disinfection, and such other regulations as they may deem 
necessary to prevent infection or contagion being communicated, and 
shall report to the Commissioner of Agriculture whatever they may do 
in pursuance of the provisions of this section.

Sec . 9. That it shall be the duty of the several United States dis-
trict attorneys to prosecute all violations of this act which shall be 
brought to their notice or knowledge by any person making the com-
plaint under oath; and the same shall be heard before any district or 
circuit court of the United State or Territorial court holden within the 
district in which the violation of this act has been committed.

Sec . 10. That the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to 
be immediately available, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is 
hereby appropriated, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to carry into effect the provisions of this act.

Sec . 11. That the Commissioner of Agriculture shall report annually 
to Congress, at the commencement of each session, a list of the names 
of all persons employed, an itemized statement of all expenditures un-
der this act, and full particulars of the means adopted and carried into 
effect for the suppression of contagious, infectious, or communicable dis-
eases among domestic animals.

Approved, May 29,1884.

Penalty.

Pleuro - pneumo-
nia in District of 
Columbia.

Duties of Com-
missioners of Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Duty of district 
attorneys under 
violations of act.

Appropriation.

Commissioner 
of Agriculture to 
report annually to 
Congress.

CHAP. 62.—An act to extend the duration of the Court of Commissioners of Ala-
bama Claims, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the existence of the Court 
of Commissioners of Alabama Claims, re-established by the act entitled 
“An act re-establishing the Court of Commissioners of Alabama Claims, 
and for the distribution of the unappropriated moneys of the Geneva 
award ”, approved June fifth, eighteen hundred and eighty-two, be, and 
the same is hereby, continued and extended to the thirty-first day of 
December, in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-five, with the 
same effect, and no other, as if said last-named day had been named in 
the said act for the termination of the powers of said court; and said 
act is hereby continued in force during the period of extension hereby 
authorized.

Sec . 2. That the powers of the clerk of said court are hereby extended 
for an additional period, not to exceed four months from and after the 
termination of the existence of said court, for the purpose of closing up 
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