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of $1 per month, for each three years’ service, allowances for uniforms, 
and all other allowances or gratuities due to enlisted men, which are 
hereby made applicable to the enlisted men of the Coast Guard who 
were formerly surfmen in the Life-Saving Service.

The provisions of sections three, four, five, six, seven, eight, and 
nine of the Act of April twelfth, nineteen hundred and two, in so far 
as they provide for the retirement of officers of the Revenue-Cutter 
Service, are hereby extended to include commissioned officers, war-
rant officers, and enlisted men of the Coast Guard. A commissioned 
officer, warrant officer, or enlisted man who has served thirty years, 
upon suitable application and as to commissioned officers upon 
approval by the Secretary of the Treasury, may be retired from active 
service and receive seventy-five per centum of the duty pay, salary 
and increase of his grade or rating: Provided, That such commis-
sioned officer, warrant officer, or enlisted man may be assigned to 
such duties as he may be able to perform. The commissioned officers, 
warrant officers, and petty officers of the Coast Guard shall receive 
ten per centum increase of pay for every five years of service, such 
increase not to exceed forty per centum of the pay of their grade or 
rating subject to the limitations of existing laws governing longevity 
pay: Provided further, That in computing length of service for any 
purpose all creditable service in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 
Revenue-Cutter Service, and Life-Saving Service shall be included, 
counting part of a year as a whole year where stations were operated 
only part of a year: And provided further, That no person shall receive 
for the same time retired pay and the extra pay allowed under sec-
tion seven of the Act of May fourth, eighteen hundred and eighty-two. 
The provisions of section three of the Act of March twenty-sixth, 
nineteen hundred and eight, increasing the efficiency of the personnel 
of the Life-Saving Service shall apply to the death of any officer, 
warrant officer, or enlisted man on the active list in the Coast Guard: 
Provided, That no pension shall be allowed or paid to any commis-
sioned officer, warrant officer, or enlisted man in the Coast Guard 
either on the active or retired list.

Sec . 4. That hereafter, whenever a vacancy occurs in the grade 
of keeper of a life-saving station or house of refuge, it shall be filled 
by promotion and appointment from the grade of surfman, and when-
ever a vacancy shall occur in the grade of district superintendent 
the vacancy shall be filled by promotion and appointment from the 
grade of keeper: Provided, That the district superintendents shall 
be the chief officers and first in authority in their respective districts, 
subject to the authority of the captain commandant.

When the organization of the Coast Guard shall have been perfected 
the President is authorized to retire the general superintendent on 
seventy-five per centum of his present salary, and no further appoint-
ment shall be made to such office. At the same time the office of 
assistant general superintendent shall be abolished.

Sec . 5. That the captain commandant of the Coast Guard shall 
submit to the Secretary of the Treasury, for transmission to Congress, 
an annual report of the expenditures of the moneys appropriated for 
the maintenance of the Coast Guard and of the operations of the 
Coast Guard during the year.

Sec . 6. That any person using any vessel in the Coast-Guard 
Service for private purposes, in vimation of law, shall upon conviction 
thereof be fined $1,000.

Sec . 7. That all Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent herewith are 
hereby repealed.

Approved, January 28, 1915.
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January 28,1915. 
[H. R. 19076.]

CHAP. 21.—An Act To authorize the construction of a bridge across the Niagara 
River, in the town of Lewiston, in the county of Niagara and State of New York.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Ontario-Niagara 
Connecting Bridge Company, a corporation created by the Taws 
of the State of New York, being chapter four hundred and twenty 
of the laws of nineteen hundred and fourteen, is hereby authorized 
to construct, maintain, and operate a bridge and necessary approaches 
thereto across the Niagara River at a point suitable to public interests 
in the town of Lewiston, in the county of Niagara, State of New 
York, south of the southern boundary of the bridge and property 
of the Lewiston Connecting Bridge Company, to some point in 
Canada, on the west bank of said river, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act entitled “An Act to regulate the construction 
of bridges over navigable waters,” approved March twenty-third, 
nineteen hundred and six: Provided, That the offices of the Fine 
Arts Commission shall be obtained in connection with the considera-
tion of the plans of said bridge, and that all power cables shall be 
permitted to cross the said bridge under equal rates for the privilege: 
And provided further, That the Ontario-Niagara Connecting Bridge 
Company, or its successors or assigns, shall at its own expense make 
such changes and install such accessories as may be necessary to 
cross any navigation canal which the United States may construct 
in that vicinity, and which may interfere with the approaches of the 
bridge.

Sec . 2. That this Act shall become and be null and void if actual 
construction of the bridge herein authorized be not commenced 
before the thirty-first day of December, in the year nineteen hundred 
and nineteen, and completed within five years thereafter.

Sec . 3. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby 
expressly reserved.

Approved, January 28, 1915.

January 28,1915.
[S. 6121.]

[Public, No. 240.]
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CHAP. 22.—An Act To amend an Act entitled “An Act to codify, revise, and 
amend the laws relating to the judiciary,” approved March third, nineteen hundred 
and eleven.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the first subdivision of 
section one hundred and sixteen of an Act entitled “An Act to 
codify, revise, and amend the laws relating to the judiciary,” ap-
proved March third, nineteen hundred and eleven, is hereby amended 
to read as follows:

“First. The first circuit shall include the districts of Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine, and Porto Rico.”

Sec . 2. That sections one hundred and twenty-eight, two hundred 
and thirty-eight, and two hundred and forty-six of the Act aforesaid 
are hereby amended to read as follows:

“Sec . 128. The circuit courts of appeals shall exercise appellate 
jurisdiction to review by appeal or writ of error final decisions in the 
district courts, including the United States district court for Hawaii 
and the United States district court for Porto Rico, in all cases other 
than those in which appeals and writs of error may be taken direct 
to the Supreme Court, as provided in section two hundred and thirty-
eight, unless otherwise provided by law; and, except as provided m 
sections two hundred and thirty-nine and two hundred and forty, 
the judgments and decrees of the circuit court of appeals shall be 
final in all cases in which the jurisdiction is dependent entirely upon 
the opposite parties to the suit or controversy being aliens and citi-
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zens of the United States or citizens of different States; also in all. 
cases arising under the patent laws, under the trade-mark laws, 
under the copyright laws, under the revenue laws, and under the 
criminal laws, and in admiralty cases.”

“Sec . 238. Appeals and writs of error may be taken from the 
district courts, including the United States district court for Hawaii 
and the United States district court for Porto Rico, direct, to the 
Supreme Court in the following cases: In any case in which the 
jurisdiction of the court is in issue, in which case the question of 
jurisdiction alone shall be certified to the Supreme Court from the 
court below for decision; from the final sentences and decrees in 
prize causes; in any case that involves the construction or applica-
tion of the Constitution of the United States; in any case in which 
the constitutionality of any law of the United States or the validity 
or construction of any treaty made under its authority is drawn in 
question; and in any case in which the constitution or law of a State 
is claimed to be in contravention of the Constitution of the United 
States.” .

“Sec . 246. Writs of error and appeals from the final judgments 
and decrees of the Supreme Court of the Territory of Hawaii and of 
the Supreme Court of Porto Rico may be taken and prosecuted to the 
Supreme Court of the United States within the same time, in the same 
manner, under the same regulations, and in the same classes of cases, 
in which writs of error and appeals from the final judgments and 
decrees of the highest court of a State in which a decision in the suit 
could be had, may be taken and prosecuted to the Supreme Court of 
the United Stages under the provisions of section two hundred and 
thirty-seven; and in all other cases, civil or criminal, in the Supreme 
Court of the Territory of Hawaii or the Supreme Court of Porto Rico, 
it shall be competent for the Supreme Court of the United States to 
require by certiorari, upon the petition of any party thereto, that the 
case be certified to it, after final judgment or decree, for review and 
determination, with the same power and authority as if taken to that 
court by appeal or writ of error; but certiorari shall not be allowed in 
any such case unless the petition therefor is presented to the Supreme 
Court of the United States within six months from the date of such 
judgment or decree.” Writs of error and appeals from the final 
judgments and decrees of the supreme courts of the Territory of 
Hawaii and of Porto Rico, wherein the amount involved, exclusive 
of costs, to be ascertained by the oath of either party or of other 
competent witnesses, exceeds the value of $5,000, may be taken and 
prosecuted in the circuit courts of appeals.
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Sec . 3. That section two hundred and forty-four of the Act afore-
said is hereby repealed.

Sec . 4. That the judgments and decrees of the circuit courts of 
appeals in all proceedings and cases arising under the bankruptcy 
Act and in all controversies arising in such proceedings and cases 
shall be final, save only that it shall be competent for the Supreme 
Court to require by certiorari, upon the petition of any party thereto, 
that the proceeding, case, or controversy be certified to it for review 
and determination, with the same power and authority as if taken 
to that court by appeal or writ of error; but certiorari shall not be 
allowed in any such proceeding, case, or controversy unless the 
petition therefor is presented to the Supreme Court within three 
months from the date of such judgment or decree.

Sec . 5. No court of the United States shall have jurisdiction of 
any action or suit by or against any railroad company upon the ground 
that said railroad company was incorporated under an Act of Congress.

Sec . 6. That this Act shall not affect cases now pending in the 
Supreme Court of the United States or cases in which writs of error
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or appeals have been allowed at the date of its approval. And 
nothing in this Act shall be deemed to repeal, amend, or modify the 
provisions of an Act entitled “An Act providing for writs of error in 
certain instances in criminal cases,” approved March second, nineteen 
hundred and seven.

Writs of error to Su-
preme Court in crimi-
nal cases.

Vol. 34, p. 1246.

Approved, January 28, 1915.

CHAP. 23.—An Act For the improvement of the foreign service. February 5,1915. 
[S. 5614.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That hereafter all appoint-
ments of secretaries in the Diplomatic Service and of consuls general 
and consuls shall be by commission to the offices of secretary of 
embassy or legation, consul general, or consul, and not by commis-
sion to any particular post, and that such officers shall be assigned to 
posts and transferred from one post to another by order of the Presi-
dent as the interests of the service may require: Provided, That any 
such officer may be assigned for duty in the Department of State 
without loss of grade, class, or salary, such assignment to be for a 
period of not more than three years, unless the public interests 
demand further service, when such assignment may be extended for 
a period not to exceed one year, and no longer: Provided further, That 
no secretary, consul general, or consul shall be promoted to a higher 
class except upon the nomination of the President, with the advice 
and consent of the Senate.

Sec . 2. That secretaries in the Diplomatic Service and consuls gen-
eral and consuls shall hereafter be graded and classified as follows, 
with the salaries of each class herein affixed thereto.

[Public, No. 242.]
Diplomatic and Con-
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Secretary of class one, $3,000.
Secretary of class two, $2,625.
Secretary of class three, $2,000.
Secretary of class four, $1,500.
Secretary of class five, $1,200.

Secretaries in Diplo-
matic Service.
Ante, p. 443.

CONSULS GENERAL. Consuls general. 
Vol. 35,p. 101.

Consul general 
Consul general 
Consul general 
Consul general 
Consul general

of class one, $12,000. 
of class two, $8,000. 
of class three, $6,000. 
of class four, $5,500. 
of class five, $4,500.

CONSULS. Consuls.

Consul of class one, $8,000.
Consul of class two, $6,000.
Consul of class three, $5,000.
Consul of class four, $4,500.
Consul of class five, $4,000.
Consul of class six, $3,500.
Consul of class seven, $3,000.
Consul of class eight, $2,500.
Consul of class nine, $2,000.

Sec . 3. That section sixteen hundred and eighty-five of the Revised consul/
Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

“Sec . 1685. That for such time as any secretary of embassy or lega- d’aflairesad 
tion shall be lawfully authorized to act as charge d’affaires ad interim
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