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CHAP. 113.—An Act Authorizing insurance companies and fraternal beneficiary 

societies to file bills of interpleader.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United- 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the district courts of 
the United States shall have original cognizance to entertain suits in 
equity begun by bills of interpleader where the same are filed by any 
insurance company or fraternal beneficiary society, duly verified, and 
where it is made to appear by such bill that one or more persons, 
being bona fide claimants against such company or society, reside 
within the jurisdiction of said court; that such company or society 
has made or issued some policy of insurance or certificate of member-
ship providing for the payment of a sum of money of at least $500 
as insurance or benefits to a beneficiary or beneficiaries or to the 
heirs, next of kin, or legal representative of the person insured or 
member; that two or more adverse claimants, citizens of different 
States, are claiming or may claim to be entitled to such insurance or 
benefits and that such company or society deposits the amount of 
such insurance or benefits with the clerk of said court and abide the 
judgment of said court. In all such cases the court shall have the 
power to issue its process for said claimants, returnable at such time 
as the said court or a judge thereof shall determine, which shall be ad-
dressed to and served by the United States marshals for the respective 
districts wherein said claimants reside or may be found; to hear said 
bill of interpleader and decide thereon according to the practice in 
equity; to discharge said complainant from further liability upon 
the payment of said insurance or benefit as directed by the court, 
less complainant’s actual court costs; and shall have the power to 
make such orders and decrees as may be suitable and proper and to 
issue the necessary writs usual and customary in such cases for the 
purpose of carrying out such orders and decrees: Provided, That in 
all cases where a beneficiary or beneficiaries are named in the policy 
of insurance or certificate of membership or where the same has been 
assigned and written notice thereof shall have been given to the 
insurance company or fraternal benefit society, the bill of interpleader 
shall be filed in the district where the beneficiary or beneficiaries 
may reside.

Approved, February 22, 1917.

CHAP. 114.—An Act To provide for the promotion of vocational education; to pro-
vide for cooperation with the States in the promotion of such education in agriculture 
and the trades and industries; to provide for cooperation with the States in the prep-
aration of teachers of vocational subjects; and to appropriate money and regulate its 
expenditure.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there is hereby annually 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, the sums provided in sections two, three, and four of 
this Act, to be paid to the respective States for the purpose of coop-
erating with the States in paying the salaries of teachers, supervisors, 
and directors of agricultural subjects, and teachers of trade, home 
economics, and industrial subjects, and in the preparation of teachers 
of agricultural, trade, industrial, and home economics subjects; and 
the sum provided for in section seven for the use of the Federal 
Board for Vocational Education for the administration of this Act 
and for the purpose of making studies, investigations, and reports 
to aid in the organization and conduct of vocational education, 
which sums shall be expended as hereinafter provided.
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Sec . 2. That for the purpose of cooperating with the States in 
paying the salaries of teachers, supervisors, or directors of agricul-
tural subjects there is hereby appropriated for the use of the States, 
subject to the provisions of this Act, for the fiscal year ending June 
thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, the sum of $500,000; ’for 
the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and nineteen, 
the sum of $750,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nine- 
teen hundred and twenty, the sum of $1,000,000; for the fiscal year 
ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-one, the sum of 
$1,250,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hun-
dred and twenty-two, the sum of $1,500,000; for the fiscal year end-
ing June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-three, the sum of 
$1,750,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred 
and twenty-four, the sum of $2,000,000; for the fiscal year ending 
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-five, the sum of $2,500,- 
000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred 
and twenty-six, and annually thereafter, the sum of $3,000,000. 
Said sums shall be allotted to the States in the proportion which 
their rural population bears to the total rural population in the 
United States, not including outlying possessions, according to the 
last preceding United States census: Provided, That the allotment 
of funds to any State shall be not less than a minimum of $5,000 for 
any fiscal year prior to and including the fiscal year ending June 
thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-three, nor less than $10,000 
for any fiscal year thereafter, and there is hereby appropriated the 
following sums, or so much thereof as may be necessary, which shall 
be used for the purpose of providing the minimum allotment to the 
States provided for in this section: For the fiscal year ending June 
thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, the sum of $48,000; for 
the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and nine-
teen, the sum of $34,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, 
nineteen hundred and twenty, the sum of $24,000; for the fiscal 
year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-one, the 
sum of $18,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen 
hundred and twenty-two, the sum of $14,000; for the fiscal year 
ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-three, the sum 
of $11,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hun-
dred and twenty-four, the sum of $9,000; for the fiscal year ending 
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-five, the sum of $34,000; 
and annually thereafter the sum of $27,000.

Sec . 3. That for the purpose of cooperating with the States in 
paying the salaries of teachers of trade, home economics, and indus-
trial subjects there is hereby appropriated for the use of the States, 
for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eight-
een, the sum of $500,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, 
nineteen hundred and nineteen, the sum of $750,000; for the fiscal 
year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty, the sum 
of $1,000,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen 
hundred and twenty-one, the sum of $1,250,000; for the fiscal year 
ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-two, the sum 
of $1,500,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen 
hundred and twenty-three, the sum of $1,750,000; for the fiscal year 
ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-four, the sum 
of $2,000,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen 
hundred and twenty-five, the sum of $2,500,000; for the fiscal year 
ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-six, the sum of 
$3,000,000; and annually thereafter the sum of $3,000,000. Said 
sums shall be allotted to the States in the proportion which their 
urban population bears to the total urban population in the United 
States, not including outlying possessions, according to the last
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preceding United States census: Provided, That the allotment of 
funds to any State shall be not less than a minimum of $5,000 for 
any fiscal year prior to and including the fiscal year ending June 
thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-three, nor less than $10,000 
for any fiscal year thereafter, and there is hereby appropriated the 
following sums, or so much thereof as may be needed, which shall 
be used for the purpose of providing the minimum allotment to the 
States provided for in this section: For the fiscal year ending June 
thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, the sum of $66,000; for 
the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and nineteen, 
the sum of $46,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nine-
teen hundred and twenty, the sum of $34,000; for the fiscal year 
ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-one, the sum 
of $28,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hun-
dred and twenty-two, the sum of $25,000; for the fiscal year ending 
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-three, the sum of 
$22,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hun-
dred and twenty-four, the sum of $19,000; for the fiscal year ending 
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-five, the sum of $56,000; 
for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty- 
six, and annually thereafter, the sum of $50,000.

That not more than twenty per centum of the money appropriated 
under this Act for the payment of salaries of teachers of trade, home 
economics, and industrial subjects, for any year, shall be expended 
for the salaries of teachers of home economics subjects.

Sec . 4. That for the purpose of cooperating with the States in 
preparing teachers, supervisors, and directors of agricultural subjects 
and teachers of trade and industrial and home economics subjects 
there is hereby appropriated for the use of the States for the fiscal 
year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, the sum 
of $500,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hun-
dred and nineteen, the sum of $700,000; for the fiscal year ending 
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty, the sum of $900,000; 
for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and 
twenty-one, and annually thereafter, the sum of $1,000,000. Said 
sums shall be allotted to the States in the proportion which their 
population bears to the total population of the United States, not 
including outlying possessions, according to the last preceding United 
States census: Provided, That the allotment of funds to any State 
shall be not less than a minimum of ,$5,000 for any fiscal year prior 
to and including the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hun-
dred and nineteen, nor less than $10,000 for any fiscal year there-
after. And there is hereby appropriated the following sums, or so 
much thereof as may be needed, which shall be used for the purpose 
of providing the minimum allotment provided for in this section: 
For the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and 
eighteen, the sum of $46,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, 
nineteen hundred and nineteen, the sum of $32,000; for the fiscal 
year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty, the sum 
of $24,000; for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hun-
dred and twenty-one, and annually thereafter, the sum of $90,000.

Sec . 5. That in order to secure the benefits of the appropriations 
provided for in sections two, three, and four of this Act, any State 
shall, through the legislative authority thereof, accept the provis-
ions of this Act and designate or create a State board, consisting of 
not less than three members, and having all necessary power to 
cooperate, as herein provided, with the Federal Board for Vocational 
Education in the administration of the provisions of this Act. The 
State board of education, or other board having charge of the admin-
istration of public education in the State, or any State board having
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charge of the administration of any kind of vocational education in 
the State may, if the State so elect, be designated as the State board, 
for the purposes of this Act.

In any State the legislature of which does not meet in nineteen 
hundred and seventeen, if the governor of that State, so far as he is 
authorized to do so, shall accept the provisions of this Act and des-
ignate or create a State board of not less than three members to act 
in cooperation with the Federal Board for Vocational Education, 
the Federal board shall recognize such local board tor the purposes 
of this Act until the legislature of such State meets in due course and 
has been in session sixty days.

Any State may accept the benefits of any one or more of the 
respective funds herein appropriated, and it may defer the accept-
ance of the benefits of any one or more of such funds, and shall be 
required to meet only the conditions relative to the fund or funds the 
benefits of which it has accepted: Provided, That after June thirtieth, 
nineteen hundred and twenty, no State shall receive any appropriation 
for salaries of teachers, supervisors, or directors of agricultural subjects, 
until it shall have taken advantage of at least the minimum amount 
appropriated for the training of teachers, supervisors, or directors of 
agricultural subjects, as provided for in this Act, and that after 
said date no State shall receive any appropriation for the salaries 
of teachers of trade, home economics, and industrial subjects until 
it shall have taken advantage of at least the minimum amount 
appropriated for the training of teachers of trade, home economics, 
and industrial subjects, as provided for in this Act.

Sec . 6. That a Federal Board for Vocational Education is hereby 
created, to consist of the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
Commerce, the Secretary of Labor, the United States Commissioner 

 of Education, and three citizens of the United States to be appointed 
by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
One of said three citizens shall be a representative of the manufac-
turing and commercial interests, one a representative of the agri-
cultural interests, and one a representative of labor. The board 
shall elect annually one of its members as chairman. In the first 
instance, one of the citizen members shall be appointed for one year, 
one for two years, and one for three years, and thereafter for three 
years each. The members of the board other than the members of 
the Cabinet and the United States Commissioner of Education shall 
receive a salary of $5,000 per annum.

The board shall have power to cooperate with State boards in 
carrying out the provisions of this Act. It shall be the duty of the 
Federal Board for Vocational Education to make, or cause to have 
made studies, investigations, and reports, with particular reference 
to their use in aiding the States in the establishment of vocational 
schools and classes and in giving instruction in agriculture, trades 
and industries, commerce and commercial pursuits, and home 
economics. Such studies, investigations, and reports shall include 
agriculture and agricultural processes and requirements upon agri-
cultural workers; trades, industries, and apprenticeships, trade and 
industrial requirements upon industrial workers, and classification 
of industrial processes and pursuits; commerce and commercial 
pursuits and requirements upon commercial workers; home manage-
ment, domestic science, and the study of related facts and principles; 
and problems of administration of vocational schools and of courses 
of study and instruction in vocational subjects.

When the board deems it advisable such studies, investigations, 
and reports concerning agriculture, for the purposes of agricultural 
education, may be made in cooperation with or through the Depart-
ment of Agriculture; such studies, investigations, and reports con-
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ceming trades and industries, for the purposes of trade and industrial 
education, may be made in cooperation with or through the Depart-
ment of Labor; such studies, investigations, and reports concerning 
commerce and commercial pursuits, for the purposes of commercial 
education, may be made in cooperation with or through the Depart-
ment of Commerce; such studies, investigations, and reports con-
cerning the administration of vocational schools, courses of study 
and instruction in vocational subjects, may be made in cooperation 
with or through the Bureau of Education.

The Commissioner of Education may make such recommendations 
to the board relative to the administration of this Act as he may 
from time to time deem advisable. It shall be the duty of the 
chairman of the board to carry out the rules, regulations, and decisions 
which the board may adopt. The Federal Board for Vocational 
Education shall have power to employ such assistants as may be 
necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act.

Sec . 7. That there is hereby appropriated to the Federal Board 
for Vocational Education the sum of $200,000 annually, to be avail-
able from and after the passage of this Act, for the purpose of making 
or cooperating in making the studies, investigations, and reports pro-
vided for in section six of this Act, and for the purpose of paying the 
salaries of the officers, the assistants, and such office and other 
expenses as the board may deem necessary to the execution and 
administration of this Act.

Sec . 8. That in order to secure the benefits of the appropriation for 
any purpose specified in this Act, the State board shall prepare plans, 
showing the kinds of vocational education for which it is proposed that 
the appropriation shall be used; the kinds of schools and equipment; 
courses of study; methods of instruction; qualifications of teachers; 
and, in the case of agricultural subjects the qualifications of super-
visors or directors; plans for the training of teachers; and, in the 
case of agricultural subjects, plans for the supervision of agricultural 
education, as provided for in section ten. Such plans shall be sub-
mitted by the State board to the Federal Board for Vocational Edu-
cation, and if the Federal board finds the same to be in conformity 
with the provisions and purposes of this Act, the same shall be 
approved. The State board shall make an annual report to the 
Federal Board for Vocational Education, on or before September first 
of each year, on the work done in the State and the receipts and ex-
penditures of money under the provisions of this Act.

Sec . 9. That the appropriation for the salaries of teachers, super-
visors, or directors of agricultural subjects and of teachers of trade, 
home economics, and industrial subjects shall be devoted exclusively 
to the payment of salaries of such teachers, supervisors, or directors 
having the minimum qualifications set up for the State by the State 
board, with the approval of the Federal Board for Vocational Edu-
cation. The cost of instruction supplementary to the instruction in 
agricultural and in trade, home economics, and industrial subjects 
provided for in this Act, necessary to build a well-rounded course of 
training, shall be borne by the State and local communities, and no 
part of the cost thereof shall be borne out of the appropriations herein 
made. The moneys expended under the provisions of this Act, in 
cooperation with the States, for the salaries of teachers, supervisors, 
or directors of agricultural subjects, or for the salaries of teachers of 
trade, home economics, and industrial subjects, shall be conditioned 
that for each dollar of Federal money expended for such salaries the 
State or local community, or both, shall expend an equal amount for 
such salaries; and that appropriations for the training of teachers of 
vocational subjects, as herein provided, shall be conditioned that such 
money be expended for maintenance of such training and that for
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each, dollar of Federal money so expended for maintenance, the State 
or local community, or both, shall expend an equal amount for the 
maintenance of such training.

Sec . 10. That any State may use the appropriation for agricultural 
purposes, or any part thereof allotted to it, under the provisions of this 
Act, for the salaries of teachers, supervisors, or directors of agricultural 
subjects, either for the salaries of teachers of such subjects in schools 
or classes or for the salaries of supervisors or directors of such subjects 
under a plan of supervision for the State to be set up by the State 
board, with the approval of the Federal Board for Vocational Educa-
tion. That in order to receive the benefits of such appropriation for 
the salaries of teachers, supervisors, or directors of agricultural sub-
jects the State board of any State shall provide in its plan for agri-
cultural education that such education shall be that which is under 
public supervision or control; that the controlling purpose of such 
education shall be to fit for useful employment; that such education 
shall be of less than college grade anti be designed to meet the needs 
of persons over fourteen years of age who have entered upon or who 
are preparing to enter upon the work of the farm or of the farm home; 
that the State or local community, or both, shall provide the neces-
sary plant and equipment determined upon by the State board, with 
the approval of the Federal Board for Vocational Education, as the 
minimum requirement for such education in schools and classes in 
the State; that the amount expended for the maintenance of such 
education in any school or class receiving the benefit of such appro-
priation shall be not less annually than the amount fixed by the 
State board, with the approval of the Federal board as the minimum 
for such schools or classes in the State; that such schools shall provide 
for directed or supervised practice in agriculture, either on a farm 
provided for by the school or other farm, for at least six months per 
year; that the teachers, supervisors, or directors of agricultural sub-
jects shall have at least the minimum qualifications determined for 
the State by the State board, with the approval of the Federal Board 
for Vocational Education.

Sec . 11. That in order to receive the benefits of the appropria-
tion for the salaries of teachers of trade, home economics, and indus-
trial subjects the State board of any State shall provide in its plan 
for trade, home economics, and industrial education that such edu-
cation shall be given in schools or classes under public supervision 
or control; that the controlling purpose of such education shall be 
to fit for useful employment; that such education shall be of less 
than college grade and shall be designed to meet the needs of per-
sons over fourteen years of age who are preparing for a trade or 
industrial pursuit or who have entered upon the work of a trade or 
industrial pursuit; that the State or local conununity, or both, shall 
provide the necessary plant and equipment determined upon by 
the State board, with the approval of the Federal Board for Voca-
tional Education, as the minimum requirement in such State for 
education for any given trade or industrial pursuit; that the total 
amount expended for the maintenance of such education in any 
school or class receiving the benefit of such appropriation shall be 
not less annually than the amount fixed by the State board, with 
the approval of the Federal board, as the minimum for such schools 
or classes in the State; that such schools or classes giving instruction 
to persons who have not entered upon employment shall require that 
at least half of the time of such instruction be given to practical work 
on a useful or productive basis, such instruction to extend over not 
less than nine months per year and not less than thirty hours per 
week; that at least one-third of the sum appropriated to any State 
for the salaries of teachers of trade, home economics, and indus-
trial subjects shall, if expended, be applied to part-time schools or
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classes for workers over fourteen years of age who have entered upon 
employment, and such subjects m a part-time school or class may 
mean any subject given to enlarge the civic or vocational intelli-
gence of such workers over fourteen and less than eighteen years of 
age; that such part-time schools or classes shall provide for not less 
than one hundred and forty-four hours of classroom instruction per 
year; that evening industrial schools shall fix the age of sixteen years 
as a minimum entrance requirement and shall confine instruction 
to that which is supplemental to the daily employment; that the 
teachers of any trade or industrial subject in any State shall have 
at least the minimum qualifications for teachers of such subject 
determined upon for such State by the State board, with the ap-
proval of the Federal Board for Vocational Education: Provided, 
That for cities and towns of less than twenty-five thousand popula-
tion, according to the last preceding United States census, the State 
board, with the approval of the Federal Board for Vocational Edu-
cation, may modify the conditions as to the length of course and hours 
of instruction per week for schools and classes giving instruction to 
those who have not entered upon employment, in order to meet 
the particular needs of such cities and towns.

Sec . 12. That in order for any State to receive the benefits of the 
appropriation in this Act for the training of teachers, supervisors, or 
directors of agricultural subjects, or of teachers of trade, industrial or 
home economics subjects, the State board of such State shall provide 
in its plan for such training that the same shall be carried out under 
the supervision of the State board; that such training shall be given in 
schools or classes under public supervision or control; that such train-
ing shall be given only to persons who have had adequate vocational 
experience or contact in the line of work for which they are preparing 
themselves as teachers, supervisors, or directors, or who are acquiring 
such experience or contact as a part of their training; and that the 
State board, with the approval of the Federal board, shall establish 
minimum requirements for such experience or contact for teachers, 
supervisors, or directors of agricultural subjects and for teachers of 
trade, industrial, and home economics subjects; that not more than 
sixty per centum nor less than twenty per centum of the money 
appropriated under this Act for the training of teachers of voca-
tional subjects to any State for any year shall be expended for any 
one of the following purposes: For the preparation of teachers, super-
visors, or directors of agricultural subjects, or the preparation of 
teachers of trade and industrial subjects, or the preparation of teachers 
of home economics subjects.

Sec . 13. That in order to secure the benefits of the appropriations 
for the salaries of teachers, supervisors, or directors of agricultural 
subjects, or for the salaries of teachers of trade, home economics, and 
industrial subjects, or for the training of teachers as herein provided, 
any State shall, through the legislative authority thereof, appoint as 
custodian for said appropriations its State treasurer, who shall receive 
and provide for the proper custody and disbursements of all money 
paid to the State from said appropriations.

Sec . 14. That the Federal Board for Vocational Education shall 
annually ascertain whether the several States are using, or are pre-
pared to use, the money received by them in accordance with the pro-
visions of this Act. On or before the first day of January of each year 
the Federal Board for Vocational Education shall certify to the Sec-
retary of the Treasury each State which has accepted the provisions 
of this Act and complied therewith, certifying the amounts which each 
State is entitled to receive under the provisions of this Act. Upon 
such certification the Secretary of the Treasury shall pay quarterly to 
the custodian for vocational education of each State the moneys to 
which it is entitled under the provisions of this Act. The moneys so
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received by the custodian for vocational education for any State shall 
be paid out on the requisition of the State board as reimbursement for 
expenditures already incurred to such schools as are approved by said 
State board and are entitled to receive such moneys under the provi-
sions of this Act.

Sec . 15. That whenever any portion of the fund annually allotted to 
any State has not been expended for the purpose provided for in this 
Act, a sum equal to such portion shall be deducted by the Federal 
board from the next succeeding annual allotment from such fund to 
such State.

Sec . 16. That the Federal Board for Vocational Education may 
withhold the allotment of moneys to any State whenever it shall be 
determined that such moneys are not being expended for the pur-
poses and under the conditions of this Act.

If any allotment is withheld from any State, the State board of such 
State may appeal to the Congress of the United States, and if the Con-
gress shall not direct such sum to be paid it shall be covered into the 
Treasury.

Sec . 17. That if any portion of the moneys received by the custo-
dian for vocational education of any State under this Act, for any 
given purpose named in this Act, shall, by any action or contingency, 
be diminished or lost, it shall be replaced by such State, and until so 
replaced no subsequent appropriation for such education shall be paid 
to such State. No portion of any moneys appropriated under this Act 
for the benefit of the States shall be applied, directly or indirectly, to 
the purchase, erection, preservation, or repair of any building or build-
ings or equipment, or tor the purchase or rental of lands, or for the 
support of any religious or privately owned or conducted school or 
college.

Sec . 18. That the Federal Board for Vocational Education shall 
make an annual report to Congress, on or before December first, on the 
administration of this Act and shall include in such report the reports 
made by the State boards on the administration of this Act by each 
State and the expenditure of the money allotted to each State.

Approved, February 23, 1917.

CHAP. 115.—An Act To punish persons who make false representations to settlers 
and others pertaining to the public lands of the United States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That any person who, for a 
reward paid or promised to him in that behalf, shall undertake to 
locate for an intending purchaser, settler, or entryman any public 
lands of the United States subject to disposition under the public-
land laws, and who shall willfully and falsely represent to such 
intending purchaser, settler, or entryman that any tract of land 
shown to him is public land of the United States subject to sale, 
settlement, or entry, or that it is of a particular surveyed descrip-
tion, with intent to deceive the person to whom such representation 
is made, or who, in reckless disregard of the truth, shall falsely repre-
sent to any such person that any tract of land shown to him is public 
land of the United States subject to sale, settlement, or entry, or that 
it is of a particular surveyed description, thereby deceiving the 
person to whom such representation is made, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not exceeding 
$300 or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment.

Approved, February 23, 1917.
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