AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO,

SIXTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS. Sess.I. CHs. 847, 348. 1924, 653

~ b e ert o0 b » Extension to lost
appropriations for the service of the Post Office Department for the  Fxiension o lod

fiscal year ending June 30, 1913, and for other purposes (Thirty- mail of insurance and
seventh Statutes at Large, pages 557, 558, and 559), applicable to . crordeiveaysen:
fourth-class (pavcel post) mail: “That the Postmaster General

shall make provision by regulation for the indemnification of

shippers for shipment injured or lost, by insurance or otherwise, and

when desired for the collection on delivery of the postage and price

of the article shipped, fixing such charges as may be necessary to pay

the cost of such additional serviee,” is hereby extended to cover third-

class domestic mail.

Approved, June 7, 1924.

CHAP. 848 —An Act To provide for the protection of forest lands, for the i R asip]

reforestation of denuded areas, for the extension of national forests, and for — [Public, No. 270,
other purposes, in order to promote the continuous produetion of timber on
lands chiefly suifable therefor

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the _ !
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of Cooperation” wih
| Agriculture is hereby authorized and directed, in cooperation with gates, stc, suthorized
| appropriate officials of the various States or other suitable agencies, vention, timber pro-
to recommend for each forest region of the United States such systems "o ¢
of forest fire prevention and suppression as will adequately protect
the timbered and cut-over lands therein with a view to the protection
of forest and water resources and the continuous production of
timber on lands chiefly suitable therefor.

Seo. 2. That if the Secretary of Agriculture shall find that the o Sooveration with
system and practice of forest fire prevention and suppression provided practice.
by any State substantially promotes the objects described in the **%P1"
foregoing section, he is hereby authorized and directed, under such
conditions as he may determine to be fair and equitable in each
State, to cooperate with appropriate officials of each State, and
through them with private and other agencies therein, in the
protection of timbered and forest-producing lands from fire. In no S R
case other than for preliminary investigations shall the amount Sttes.
expended by the Federal Government in any State during any fiscal

ear, under this section, exceed the amount expended by the State

or the same lpurposa during the same fiscal year, including the
expenditures of forest owners or operators which are required by
State law or which are made in pursuance of the forest protection
system of the State under State supervision and for which in all cases .
the State renders satisfactory accounting. In the cooperation ede i savicatie
extended to the several States due consideration shall be given to streams.
the protection of watersheds of navigable streams, but such
cooperation may, in the discretion of the Secretary of Agriculture, be
extended to any timbered or forest producing lands within the
cooperating States. . pame-_ i

Sec. 3. That the Secretary of Agriculture shall expend such viSug tes fows to oo
portions of the appropriations authorized herein as Ehe deems fnioes, growing ol
advisable to study tﬂe effects of tax laws, methods, and practices <
upen forest perpetuation, to cooperate with appropriate officials of
the various States or other suita%le agencies in such investigations
and in devising tax laws designed to encourage the comservation [ .. ...
and growing of timber, and to investigate and promote practical losesec. =
methods of insuring standing timber on growing forests from losses

by fire and other causes. There is hereby authorized to be appro- s for eomas

annually for expenses.

priated annually, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise Fot p.54.
appropriated, not more than $2,500,000, to enable the Secretary

of Agriculture to carry out the provisions of sections 1, 2, and 3 of

this Act.
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Sec. 4. That the Secretary of Agriculture is hereby authorized
and directed to cooperate with the various States in the procurement,
production, and distribution of forest-tree seeds and plants, for the
f)urpase of establising wind breaks, shelter belts, and farm wood
ots upon denuded or nonforested lands within such cooperating
States, under such conditions and requirements as he may prescribe
to the end that forest-tree seeds or plants so procured, produced,
or distributed shall be used effectively for planting denuded or
nonforested lands in the cooperating gtat-es and growing timber
thereon: Provided, That the amount expended by the Federal
Government in cooperation with any State during any fiscal year
for such purposes s]::im]l not exceed the amount expended by the
State for the same purposes during the same fiscal year. There is
hereby authorized to be appropriated annually, out of any money
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, not more than $100,000,
to enable the Secretary of Agriculture to carry out the provisions
of this section.

Sec. 5. That the Secretary of Agriculture is hereby authorized
and directed, in cooperation with appropriate officials of the various
States or, in his discretion, with 0‘319,1' suitable agencies, to assist
the owners of farms in establishing, improving, and renewing
woodlots, shelter belts, windbreaks, and other wvaluable forest
rowth, and in growing and renewing useful timber crops: Provided,
ti‘}mt, except for preliminary investigations, the amount expended
by the Federal Government under this section in cooperation with
any State or other cooperating agency during any fiscal year shall
not exceed the amount expenfed %ay the State or other cooperating
agency for the same purpose during the same fiscal year. There
is hereby authorized to be appropriated annually out of any money
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, not more than $100,000
to enable the Secretary of Agriculture to carry out the provisions
of this section.

SEc. 6. That section 6 of the Act of March 1, 1911 (Thirty-sixth
Statutes at Large, page 961), is hereby amended to authorize and
direct the Secretary of Agriculture to examine, locate and recom=

" mend for ]}:;urchase such forested, eut-over or denuded lands within

the watersheds of navigable streams as in his judgment may be neces-
sary to the regulation of the flow of navigable streams or for the
production of timber and to report to the National Forest Reserva-
tion Commission the results of such examination; but before any
lands are purchased by the commission said lands shall be examined
by the Secretary of Agriculture, in cooperation with the Director
01?7 the Geological Survey, and a report made by them to the commis-
sion showing that the control of such lands by the Federal Govern-
ment will promote or protect the navigation of streams or by the
Secretary of Agriculture showing that such control will promote the
production of timber thereon.

Sec. 7. That to enable owners of lands chiefly valuable for the
growi.ng of timber crops to donate or devise such lands to the United
tates in order to assure future timber supplies for the agricultural
and other industries of the State or for other national forest purposes,
the Secretary of Agriculture is hereby authorized, in his discretion,
to accept on behalf of the United States title to any such land so
donated or devised, subject to such reservations by the donor of the
})resent stand of merchantable timber or of mineral or other rights
or a period not exceeding twenty years as the Secretary of Agri-
culture may find to be reasonable and not detrimental to the purposes
of this section, and to pay out of any moneys appropriateg for the
general expenses of the lg‘rorest Service the cost of recording deeds

or other expenses incident to the examination and acceptance of
title. Any lands to which title is so accepted shall be in units of
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such size or so located as to be capable of economical administration
as national forests either separately or jointly with other lands
acquired under this section, or jointly with an existing national forest.
All lands to which title is accepted under this section shall, upon
acceptance of title, become national forest lands, subject to all laws
apphicable to lands acquired under the Act of March 1, 1911 (Thirty-
sixth Statutes at Large, page 961), and amendments thereto. In
the sale of timber from national forest lands acquired under this
section preference shall be given to applicants who will furnish the
products desired therefrom to meet the necessities of citizens of
the United States engaged in agriculture in the States in which
such national forest is situated: Provided, That all property, rights,
easements, and benefits authorized by this section to be retained
by or reserved to owners of lands donated or devised to the United
States shall be subject to the tax laws of the States where such
lands are located.

Skc. 8. That the Secretary of Agriculture is hereby authorized to
ascertain and determine the location of public lands chiefly valuable
for stream-flow protection or for timber production, which can be
economically administered as parts of national forests, and to report
his findings to the National Forest Reservation Commission estab-
lished under the Act of March 1, 1911 (Thirty-sixth Statutes at
Large, page 961), and if the commission shall determine that the

administration of said lands by the Federal Government will protect §

the flow of streams used for navigation or for irrigation, or will
promote a future timber supply, the President shall lay the findings
of the commission before the &ngress of the United States.

Sec. 9. That the President, in his discretion, is hereby authorized
to establish as national forests, or parts thereof, any Emds within
the boundaries of Government reservations, other than national
parks, reservations for phosphate and other mineral deposits or
water-power purposes, national monuments, and Indian reservations,
which in the opinion of the Secretary of the department now
administering the area and the Secretary of Agriculture are suitable
for the production of timber, to be administered by the Secretary
of Agriculture under such rules and regulations and in accordance
with such general plans as may be jointly approved by the Secretary
of Agriculture and the Secretary formerly administering the area,
for the use and occupation of such lands and for the sale of produets
therefrom. That where such national forest is established on land

reviously reserved for the Armg or Navy for purposes of national
Hefense the land shall remain subject to the unhampered use of the
War or Navy Department for said purposes, and nothing in this
section shall be construed to relinquish the authority over such
lands for purposes of national defense now vested in the Department
for which the lands were formerly reserved. Any moneys available
for the maintenance, improvement, protection, construction of
highways and general administration of the national forests shall be
available for expenditure on the national forests created under this
section. All receipts from the sale of products from or for the use
of lands in such national forests shall be covered into the Treasury
as miscellaneous receipts, forest reserve fund, and shall be disposed
of in like manner as the receipts from other national forests as
provided by existing law. Any person who shall violate any rule
or regulation promulgated under this section shall be guilt,y of a
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not more
than $500 or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both.

Approved, June 7, 1924.
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