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the United States, or the District of Columbia, with intent either 
(1) to avoid prosecution, or custody or confinement after conviction 
for murder, kidnaping, burglary, robbery, mayhem, rape, assault with 
a dangerous weapon, or extortion accompanied by threats of violence, 
or attempt to commit any of the foregoing, under the laws of the place 
from which he flees; or (2) to avoid giving testimony in any criminal 
proceedings in such place in which the commission of a felony is 
charged. Any person who violates the provision of this Act shall, 
upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not more than $5,000 
or by imprisonment for not longer than five years, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment. Violations of this Act may be prosecuted only 
in the Federal judicial district in which the original crime was alleged 
to have been committed or in which the person was held in custody or 
confinement.”

Approved August 2, 1946.

[CHAPTER 736]
AN ACT

To provide for the replanning and rebuilding of slum, blighted, and other areas 
of the District of Columbia and the assembly, by purchase or condemnation, 
of real property in such areas and the sale or lease thereof for the redevelop-
ment of such area in accordance with said plans; and to provide for the organi-
zation of, procedure for, and the financing of such planning, acquisition, and 
sale or lease; and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may 
be cited as the “District of Columbia Redevelopment Act of 1945”.

GENERAL PURPOSES

Sec . 2. It is hereby declared to be a matter of legislative determina-
tion that owing to technological and sociological changes, obsolete 
lay-out, and other factors, conditions existing in the District of 
Columbia with respect to substandard housing and blighted areas, 
including the use of buildings in alleys as dwellings for human habi-
tation, are injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and welfare; 
and it is hereby declared to be the policy of the United States to 
protect and promote the welfare of the inhabitants of the seat of the 
Government by eliminating all such injurious conditions by employ-
ing all means necessary and appropriate for the purpose; and control 
by regulatory processes having proved inadequate and insufficient to 
remedy the evils, it is in the judgment of Congress necessary to 
acquire property in the District of Columbia by gift, purchase, or the 
use of eminent domain to effectuate the declared policy by the discon-
tinuance of the use for human habitation in the District of Columbia 
of substandard dwellings and of buildings in alleys and blighted 
areas, and thereby to eliminate the substandard housing conditions 
and the communities in the inhabited alleys and blighted areas in 
such District; and it is necessary to modernize the planning and 
development of such portions of such District. The Congress finds 
that the foregoing cannot be accomplished by the ordinary operations 
of private enterprise alone without public participation in the plan-
ning and in the financing of land assembly for such development; 
and that for the economic soundness of this redevelopment and the 
accomplishment of the necessary social and economic benefits, and 
by reason of the close relationships between the development and 
uses of any part of an urban area with the development and uses of 
all other parts the sound replanning and redevelopment of an obso-
lescent or obsolescing portion of such District cannot be accomplished 
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unless it be done in the light of comprehensive and coordinated plan-
ning of the whole of the territory of the District of Columbia and 
its environs; and that this comprehensive planning and replanning 
should proceed vigorously without delay; and to these ends it is nec-
essary to enact the provisions hereinafter set forth; and that the 
acquisition and the assembly of real property and the leasing or sale 
thereof for redevelopment pursuant to a project area redevelopment 
plan, all as provided in this Act, is hereby declared to be a public use.

DEFINITIONS

Sec . 3. The following terms, whenever used or referred to in this 
Act, shall, for the purposes of this Act and unless a different intent 
clearly appears from the context, be construed as follows:

(a) The term “Agency” means the District of Columbia Redevelop-
ment Land Agency established by section 4 of this Act.

(b) “District Commissioners” means the Board of Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia.

(c) “Housing” includes housing, dwelling, habitation, and resi-
dence.

(d) “Housing project” means any low-rent housing (as defined in 
the United States Housing Act of 1937, U. S. C., title 42, ch. 8), 
the development or administration of which is assisted by the United 
States Housing Authority.

(e) “Land” includes bare or vacant land, or the land under build-
ings, structures, or other improvements; also water and land under 
water. When employed in connection with “use”, as for instance, 
“use of land” or “land use”, “land” also includes buildings, struc-
tures, and improvements existing or to be placed thereon.

(f*) “Low-rent housing” means safe and sanitary housing within 
the financial reach of families of comparatively low income and, as 
a guide for the standard of rental to be used as a maximum at the 
time of the enactment of this law but not necessarily thereafter, 
it is specified that such housing shall be rented at not more than $13 
per room per month, excluding utilities.

(g) “Lessee” includes the successors or assigns and successors in 
title of any lessee.

(h) “Planning Commission” means the National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission.

(i) “Proceeds” means the money proceeds of sales or transfers 
by the Agency; and “net proceeds” means the gross proceeds after 
deducting commissions or other expenses of the sales or transfers.

(j) “Project area” is an area of such extent and location as may 
be adopted by the Planning Commission and approved by the Dis-
trict Commissioners after public hearing as an appropriate unit of 
redevelopment planning for a redevelopment project separate from 
the redevelopment projects for other parts of the District of Colum-
bia. I ft the provisions of this Act relating to lease or sale by the 
Agency, for abbreviation “project area” is used for the remainder 
of the project area after taking out those pieces of property which 
in accordance with section 7 (a) of this Act shall have been or are 
to be transferred for public uses.

(k) “Public low-rent housing” means low-rent housing con-
structed by a public agency for families of low income, at rentals 
which (including the value or cost to tenants of heat, light, water, 
and cooking fuel) shall not exceed one-fifth of the highest net family 
income of families eligible for tenancy in such housing, as herein 
provided. The dwellings in public low-rent housing shall be available 
solely for such families of low income whose net family income does
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not exceed the maximum net family income falling within the lowest 
20 per centum by number of all family incomes in the District of 
Columbia, as such maximum net family income shall have been 
determined, or from time to time redetermined after public hearing, 
by the District Commissioners. At the end of one year after the 
enactment of this Act this definition shall be reexamined by the 
Commissioners for the District of Columbia and a public hearing 
shall be held thereon to determine whether administrative or inter-
pretive difficulties or unsatisfactory progress in the provision of 
low-rent housing requires a modification thereof. Upon the con-
clusion of such hearing the Commissioners shall forthwith make 
recommendations to Congress whether said definition should be 
modified and, if so, to what extent.

(1) “Purchaser” includes the successors or assigns and successors 
in title of any purchaser.

(m) “Real property” includes land; also includes land together 
with the buildings, structures, fixtures, and other improvements 
thereon; also includes liens, estates, easements,.and other interests 
therein; and also includes restrictions or limitations upon the use of 
land, buildings, or structures other than those imposed by exercise 
of the police power.

(n) “Redevelopment” means replanning, clearance, redesign, and 
rebuilding of project areas, including open-space types of uses, such 
as streets, recreation and other public grounds, and spaces around 
buildings, as well as buildings, structures, and improvements, but not 
excluding the continuance of some of the existing buildings or uses in 
a project area. For the purposes of this Act, “redevelopment” also 
includes the replanning, redesign, and original development of unde-
veloped areas which, by reason of street lay-out, lot lay-out, or other 
causes, are backward and stagnant and therefore blighted and for 
which replanning and land assembly are deemed necessary as a con-
dition of sound development.

(o) “Redevelopment company” means a private or public corpora-
tion or body corporate, whether organized under the District of 
Columbia Code or the laws of the United States or any State, or an 
unincorporated association, trust, or other legal entity, which, by 
virtue of the statutes, charter, articles of incorporation, instruments 
of trust, or other instrument defining its powers, has the power to 
become a lessee or purchaser of a project area and to conform to the 
provisions of this Act and to perform fully and comply with the 
terms of the lease or sale of such area or part thereof to it.

(p) “Rentals” means the rents specified in a lease to be paid by the 
lessee to the Agency; “net rentals” means gross rentals after deducting 
taxes payable by the Agency.

(q) “Revenues” means the revenues or income received by the 
Agency from real property while held by it and operated or tem-
porarily let by it and not yet leased, transferred, or sold by it; and 
“net revenues” means the gross revenues after deducting repair, man-
agement, maintenance, insurance, and other operating expenses and 
taxes paid or payable by the Agency.

(r) “Substandard housing conditions” means the conditions obtain-
ing in connection with the existence of any dwelling, or dwellings, or 
housing accommodations for human beings, which because of lack of 
sanitary facilities, ventilation, or light, or because of dilapidation, 
overcrowding, faulty interior arrangement, or any combination of 
these factors, is in the opinion of the Commissioners detrimental to the 
safety, health, morals, or welfare of the inhabitants of the District of 
Columbia.
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ESTABLISHMENT AND POWERS OF THE AGENCY

Sec . 4. (a) The District of Columbia Redevelopment Land Agency 
is hereby established and shall be composed of five members. Two 
members shall be appointed by the President and three members 
shall be appointed by the District Commissioners, subject to con-
firmation by the Senate. One of the Presidential appointees may 
be an official of the United States Government; one appointee of the 
District Commissioners may be an official of the District of Columbia 
Government. Each nonofficial appointee shall have been a resident 
of the District of Columbia for at least the five next preceding years, 
and shall have been engaged or employed during such time in private 
business or industry, or the private practice of a profession, in the 
District of Columbia. The terms of members shall be for five years, 
except that the first appointment of one of the Presidential appointees 
shall be for three years and the other for five years; one of the first 
appointments of the District Commissioners shall be for four years, 
one for two years, and one for one year: Provided, That in the event 
any member shall cease to hold the official position held by him at 
the time of his designation or appointment, such cessation shall be 
deemed to create a vacancy in his membership on the Agency, such 
vacancy, as well as all vacancies from other causes, to be filled by 
designation or appointment by the President or District Commis-
sioners for the unexpired term. The members shall receive no salary 
as such, but those members who hold no other salaried public position 
shall be paid a per diem of $20 for each day of service at meetings 
or on the work of the Agency.

(b) The said District of Columbia Redevelopment Agency is 
hereby made a body corporate of perpetual duration, the powers of 
which shall be vested in and exercised by the board of directors 
thereof, consisting of the five members thereof appointed as above 
set forth. It shall have the power to adopt, alter, and use a corporate 
seal which shall be judicially noticed; to make contracts; to sue and 
be sued, to complain and defend in its own name in any court of 
competent jurisdiction, State, Federal, or municipal; to make, deliver, 
and receive deeds, leases, and other instruments and to take title to 
real and other property in its own name; to adopt, prescribe, amend, 
repeal, and enforce bylaws, rules, and regulations for the exercise 
of its powers under this Act or governing the manner in which its 
business may be conducted and the powers granted to it by this 
Act may be exercised and enjoyed, including the selection of its 
chairman and other officers, together with provisions for such com-
mittees and the functions thereof as it may deem necessary for 
facilitation of its work; to protect and enforce any right conferred 
upon it by this Act, or otherwise acquired, including any lease, sale, 
or other agreement made by or with it; and in general to exercise all 
the powers necessary or proper to the performance of its duties and 
functions under this Act.

POWER TO ACQUIRE AND ASSEMBLE REAL PROPERTY

Sec . 5. (a) Subject to and in accordance with the procedures, con-
ditions, and other provisions of this Act, the Agency is hereby 
granted the power to further the redevelopment of blighted territory 
in the District of Columbia and the prevention, reduction, or elimina-
tion of blighting factors or causes of blight and for that purpose to 
acquire and assemble real property by purchase, exchange, gift, dedi-
cation, or eminent domain, and including the power to rent, main-
tain, manage, operate, repair, clear, transfer, lease, and sell such 
real property, but excluding the power to build new structures
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(b) Condemnation proceedings for the acquisition of real property 
for said purposes shall be conducted in accordance with the procedural 
provisions of the Act entitled “An Act to provide for the acquisition 
of land in the District of Columbia for the use of the United States”, 
approved March 1,1929 (45 Stat. 1415), or Acts which may amend or 
supplement said Act. The title to properties acquired under this 
present Act shall be taken by and in the name of the Agency and 
proceedings for condemnation or other acquisition of property shall 
be brought by and in the name of the Agency.

GENERAL AND PROJECT AREA REDEVELOPMENT PLANS

Sec . 6. (a) The Planning Commission is hereby directed to make 
and, from time to time, develop a comprehensive or general plan of 
the District of Columbia, including the appropriate maps, charts, 
tables, and descriptive, interpretative, and analytical matter, which 
plan is intended to serve as a general framework or guide of develop-
ment within which the various project areas may be more precisely 
planned and calculated, and which comprehensive or general plan shall 
include at least a land-use plan which designates the proposed general 
distribution and general locations and extents of the uses of the land 
for housing, business, industry, recreation, education, public buildings, 
public reservations, and other general categories of public and private 
uses of the land.

(b) For the exercise of the powers granted to the Agency by this 
Act for the acquisition and disposition of real property for the rede-
velopment of a project area, the following steps and plans shall be 
requisite, namely:

(1) Adoption by the Planning Commission of the boundaries 
of the project area proposed by it, submission of such boundaries 
to the District Commissioners, and approval thereof by said 
Commissioners.

(2) Adoption by the Planning Commission and submission to, 
and, after a public hearing thereon, approval by the District 
Commissioners, of the redevelopment plan of the project area 
which shall contain a site and use plan for the redevelopment 
of the area, including the approximate locations and extents of 
the land uses proposed for and within the area, such as public 
buildings, streets, and other public works and utilities, housing, 
recreation, business, industry, schools, public and private open 
spaces, and other categories of public and private uses. Such 
plan shall also contain specifications of standards of population 
density and building intensity. Any such plan may also specify, 
by means of specification of maximum rentals or other basis, the 
amount or character or class of any low-rent housing for which 
the area or part thereof is proposed to be redeveloped.

(c) In relation to the location and extent of public works and 
utilities, public buildings, and other public uses in the general plan 
or in a project area plan, the Planning Commission is directed to 
confer with the Federal and District public officials, boards, authori-
ties, and agencies under whose administrative jurisdictions such uses 
respectively fall. In the project area planning, the Planning Com-
mission is directed to consult from time to time with the Agency, and 
the Agency shall be free at all times to submit to the Planning 
Commission suggestions regarding both the location and extent of 
project areas and the use and site plans of project areas.
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(d) After a project area redevelopment plan shall have been adopted 

by the Planning Commission and approved by the District Commis-
sioners, the Planning Commission shall forthwith certify said plan 
to the Agency, whereupon said Agency shall proceed to the exercise 
of the powers granted to it in this Act for the acquisition and assem-
bly of the real property of the area. Following such certification, 
no new construction shall be authorized by the District Commissioners 
in such area, including substantial remodeling or conversion or 
rebuilding, enlargement or extension or major structural improve-
ments on existing buildings, but not including ordinary maintenance 
or remodeling or changes necessary to continue the occupancy.

TRANSFER, LEASE , OR SALE OF REAL PROPERTY IN PROJECT AREA FOR 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE USES

Sec . 7. (a) After the real property in the project area shall have 
been assembled by the Agency, the Agency shall have the power to 
transfer to and shall at a practicable time or times transfer by deeds 
to the United States or to the District of Columbia, or to the appro-
priate Federal or District public body, department, or agency, those 
pieces of real property which, in accordance with the approved project 
area redevelopment plan, are to be devoted to public uses (other than 
public housing) falling within the construction or administrative 
jurisdiction of Federal or District agencies, such as streets and other 
utilities and works, Federal and District public buildings, public 
recreational spaces, and schools. The Federal agencies and the public 
agencies of the District of Columbia are hereby empowered, respec-
tively, to acquire real property from the Agency for the uses respec-
tively specified in the project area plan and to pay for same out of 
their funds duly appropriated for such acquisition. Excepting for 
such property as may be transferred by dedication, gift, or exchange, 
the transferee agency shall pay to the Agency such sum as may be 
agreed upon or, in the absence of agreement, as may be fixed by the 
Chief Justice of the District Court of the United States for the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

(b) The Agency shall have the power to lease or sell the remainder 
of the project area as an entirety to a redevelopment company or to an 
individual or a partnership. Said remainder may include streets or 
parts thereof which in accordance with the plan are to be closed or 
vacated or other than publicly owned properties; and the Federal 
and District departments and agencies are empowered to transfer said 
spaces or properties to the Agency for such sums or other considera-
tion as may be agreed upon.

(c) Any such lease or sale may be made without public bidding 
but only after a public hearing, after ten days’ public notice, by the 
Agency upon the proposed lease or sale and the provisions thereof.

(d) The term of any such lease shall be fixed by the Agency and the 
instrument of lease may provide for renewals upon reappraisals and 
with rentals and other provisions adjusted to such reappraisals. Every 
such lease or sale shall provide that the lessee or purchaser shall carry 
out or cause to be carried out the approved project area redevelopment 
plan or approved modifications thereof and that no use shall be made 
of any land or real property included in the lease or sale nor any 
building or structure erected thereon which does not conform to such 
approved plan or approved modifications thereof. In the instru-
ment, or instruments, of lease or sale, the Agency may include such 
other terms, conditions, and provisions as in its judgment will provide 
reasonable assurance of the priority of the obligations of the lease or 
sale and of conformance to the plan over any other obligations of the 
lessee or purchaser and also assurance of the financial and legal ability
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of the lessee or purchaser to carry out and conform to the plan and 
the terms and conditions of the lease or sale; also, such terms, con-
ditions, and specifications concerning buildings, improvements, sub-
leases, or tenancies, maintenance and management, and any other re-
lated matters as the Agency may reasonably impose or approve, includ-
ing provisions whereby the obligations to carry out and conform to 
the project area plan shall run with the land. In the event that 
maximum rentals to be charged to tenants of housing be specified, pro-
vision may be made for periodic reconsideration of such rental bases, 
with a view to proposing modification of the project area plan with 
respect to such rentals.

(e) Until the Agency certifies that all building constructions and 
other physical improvements specified to be done and made by the 
purchaser of the area have been completed, the purchaser shall have 
no power to convey the area, or any part thereof, without the consent 
of the Agency; and no such consent shall be given unless the grantee 
or mortgagee of the purchaser obligates itself or himself by written 
instrument to the Agency to carry out that portion of the redevelop-
ment plan which falls within the boundaries of the conveyed property, 
and also that the grantee, his or its heirs, representatives, successors, 
and assigns, shall have no right or power to convey, lease, or let the 
conveyed property or any part thereof or erect or use any building or 
structure erected thereon free from the obligation and requirement 
to conform to the approved project area redevelopment plan or 
approved modifications thereof.

(f) In lieu of the lease or sale of a project area as an entirety, 
the Agency shall have the power to lease or sell parts of such area 
separately to individuals, partnerships, or redevelopment companies. 
Any such sale or lease of a part or parts of a project area shall be fully 
subject to the provisions of subsections (c), (d), and (e) of this 
section.

(g) No lease or sale of any project area or portion thereof shall 
be made by the Agency to any public redevelopment company unless 
the terms of such lease or sale shall provide greater compensation to 
the Agency than any offer or combination of offers based on sub-
stantially the same area and substantially the same redevelopment 
plan which shall be received from any responsible private sources 
(eligible as purchasers or lessees under this Act) within a reasonable 
announced period of time (not less than thirty days) after the public 
hearing on such proposed lease or sale. It is the intent of this pro-
vision that private enterprise as represented through a responsible 
private redevelopment company, individual, or partnership shall be 
given a preference over any public redevelopment company in such 
lease or sale provided such preference can be given, in the judgment of 
the Agency, consistently with the protection of the public interest and 
consistently with a purpose to resort to a public redevelopment com-
pany only in the event that private enterprise shall not reasonably be 
available for the development of the project area or the part thereof 
under consideration.

(h) The Agency may itself demolish any existing structure or clear 
the area or any part thereof, or may specify the demolition and clear-
ance to be performed by a lessee or purchaser within a reasonable time 
after such lease or purchase. The Agency may specify a reasonable 
time schedule and reasonable conditions for the construction of build-
ings and other improvements by a lessee or purchaser: Provided, That 
any such time schedule or condition shall be specified prior to the 
offering of the area or part thereof for lease or sale, and shall be 
equally binding upon any purchaser or lessee, public or private. The 
cost of demolition or clearance made by the Agency pursuant to this
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subsection shall be treated as an item of cost of the acquisition of the 
area.

(i) In order to facilitate the lease or sale of a project area or, in 
the event that the lease or sale is of parts of an area, then to facilitate 
the leases or sales of such parts, the Agency shall have the power to 
include in the cost payable by it the cost of the construction of local 
streets and sidewalks within the area or of grading and other local 
public surface or subsurface facilities necessary for shaping the area 
as the site of the redevelopment of the area. The Agency may arrange 
with the appropriate Federal or District agencies for the reimburse-
ment of such outlays from funds or assessments raised or levied for 
such purposes.

HOUSING FOR DISPLACED FAMILIES

Sec . 8. (a) Prior to approval by the District Commissioners, pur-
suant to subparagraph (2) of subsection 6 (b), of any redevelopment 
plan, the District Commissioners shall satisfy themselves (and shall 
so state at the public hearing required by such subparagraph) that 
decent, safe, and sanitary housing, substantially equal in quantity 
to the number of substandard dwelling units to be removed or demol-
ished within the project area, under the proposed redevelopment plan, 
are available or will be provided (by construction pursuant to the 
redevelopment plan, or otherwise) in localities, and at rents or prices, 
within the reach of the low-income families displaced or to be dis-
placed (temporarily or permanently), pursuant to the redevelopment 
plan, from the project area.

(b) Families displaced by slum clearance or redevelopment under 
this Act shall be given preference as tenants to fill vacancies occurring 
in housing owned or operated within the District of Columbia by 
Federal or District of Columbia governmental agencies until appro-
priate housing is available to such families.

ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY FROM PROSPECTIVE LESSEE OR PURCHASER

Sec . 9. As an aid in the acquisition of the real property of a project 
area, the Agency may accept a fund or, at an agreed value, any 
parcel or parcels of property within such area, from any redevelopment 
company or partnership or individual, subject to a provision that in 
the event the supplier of any such fund or the conveyor of such property 
shall become the purchaser of the project area or any part or parts 
thereof such fund or the agreed value of such property shall be credited 
on the purchase price of such area or part thereof and if there be an 
excess above the cost of acquisition of the area such excess shall be 
returned, and that in the event that such supplier or conveyor does not 
become the purchaser of such area or any part thereof, the amount 
of the fund or the agreed value of such property (as the case may be) 
shall be paid to such supplier or conveyor.

USE-VALUE APPRAISALS

Sec . 10. After the Agency shall have assembled and acquired the 
real proper! of a project area, it shall, as an aid to it in determining 
the rentals and other terms upon which it will lease or the price at 
which it will sell the area or parts thereof, place a use-value upon each 
piece or tract of land within the area which, in accordance with the 
plan, is to be used for private uses or for low-rent housing, such use-
value to be based on the planned use; and, for the purpose of this use 
valuation, it shall cause a use-value appraisal to be made by two or 
more land-value experts employed by it for the purpose; but nothing 
contained in this section shall be construed as requiring the Agency to 
base its rentals or selling prices upon such appraisal.
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The aggregate use value placed, for purposes of lease or sale, upon 
all land, within a particular project area, leased or sold by the Agency 
pursuant to this Act shall be not less than one-third of the aggregate 
cost to the Agency of acquiring all such land (excluding the cost of 
old buildings destroyed and the demolition and clearance thereof).

PROTECTION OF REDEVELOPMENT PLAN

Sec . 11. (a) Previous to the execution and delivery by the Agency 
of a lease or conveyance to a redevelopment company or previous to 
the consent by the Agency to an assignment or conveyance by a lessee 
or purchaser to a redevelopment company, the articles or certificate of 
incorporation or association or charter or other basic instrument of 
such company shall contain provisions so defining, limiting, and regu-
lating the exercise of the powers of the company that neither the 
company nor its stockholders, its officers, its directors, its members, its 
beneficiaries, its bondholders, or other creditors or other persons shall 
have any power to amend or to effect the amendment of the terms and 
conditions of the lease or the terms and conditions of the sale without 
the consent of the Agency or, in relation to the project area redevelop-
ment plan, without the approval of any proposed modification in 
accordance with the provisions of section 12 of this Act; and no action 
of stockholders, officers, directors, bondholders, creditors, partners 
or other persons, nor any reorganization, dissolution, receivership, 
consolidation, foreclosure, or any other change in the status or obliga-
tion of any redevelopment company, partnership, or individual in any 
litigation or proceeding in any Federal or other court shall effect any 
release or any impairment or modification of the lease or terms of sale 
or of the project area redevelopment plan unless such consent or 
approval be obtained.

(b) Redevelopment corporations may be organized under the pro-
visions of subchapter 4 of chapter XVIII of the Code of Law for the 
District of Columbia approved March 3, 1901, as amended (title 29, 
ch. 2 of the District of Columbia Code, 1940 edition) ; and said 
corporations shall have the power to be redevelopment companies 
under this Act and to acquire and hold real property for the purposes 
set forth in this Act and to exercise all other powers granted to 
redevelopment companies in this Act subject to the provisions, 
limitations, and obligations set forth in this Act.

(c) A redevelopment company, individual, or partnership to which 
any project area or part thereof is leased or sold under this Act shall 
keep books of account of its operations of or transactions relating to 
such area or part thereof entirely separate and distinct from its or 
his accounts of and for any other project area or part thereof or any 
other real property or enterprise; and no lien or other interest shall 
be placed upon any real property in said area to secure any indebted-
ness or obligation of the redevelopment company, individual, or 
partnership incurred for or in relation to any property or enterprise 
outside of said area.

MODIFICATIONS OF REDEVELOPMENT PLANS

Sec . 12. An approved project area redevelopment plan may be 
modified at any time or times: Provided, That any such modification 
as it may affect an area or part thereof which has been sold or leased 
shall not become effective without the consent in writing of the pur-
chaser or lessee thereof: Provided further, That such modification 
may be effected only through adoption by the Planning Commission 
and subsequent submission to and approval by the District Commis-
sioners, as hereinafter provided. Before approval, the District Com-
missioners shall hold a public hearing on the proposed modification, 
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notice of the time and place of which shall be given by mail sent at 
least ten days prior to the hearing to the then owners of the real 
properties in the project area and of the real ^properties immediately 
adjoining or across the street from the project area. The District 
Commissioners may refer back to the Planning Commission any 
project area redevelopment plan, project area boundaries, or modifica-
tion submitted to it, together with their recommendation for changes 
in such plan, boundaries, or modification, and, if such recommended 
changes be adopted by the Planning Commission and be in turn 
approved by the District Commissioners, the plan, boundaries, or 
modification as thus changed shall be and become the approved plan, 
boundaries, or modification.

LIMITATION UPON TAX EXEMPTION

Sec . 13. Nothing contained in this Act shall be construed to author-
ize or require the exemption of any real property from taxation. 
No real property acquired by the Agency under this Act shall be 
exempt from taxation by reason of such acquisition or by reason of 
the holding thereof by the Agency; and, in the case of any piece of 
real property, which, under the project area redevelopment plan, is 
designated to be used for Federal or District or other tax-exempt 
uses, the exemption of such real property from taxation granted by 
or in the Act entitled “An Act to define the real property exempt 
from taxation in the District of Columbia (Public Law 846, Seventy-
seventh Congress)”, or other statute, shall not commence until title 
thereto shall have been transferred from the Agency to the United 
States or the District of Columbia or to a Federal or District public 
agency as provided in section 7 of this Act or sold or leased to a public 
redevelopment company or other public corporation or tax-exempt 
agency and may thereby become exempt from taxation by reason of 
the provisions of statutes other than this present Act; the intention 
being that ownership or operation by the Agency in the exercise of 
its power under this present Act shall not, in and of itself, produce 
tax exemption.

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENDITURE AND EMPLOYMENT

Sec . 14. The Agency is hereby authorized and empowered—
(a) to procure services or make any purchase without regard 

to the provisions of section 3709 of the Revised Statutes, pro-
vided the aggregate amount involved is not more than $100;

(b) to secure planning, land economics and valuation services, 
and other expert services related to the acquisition and disposi-
tion of real property, by contract or otherwise, at rates of pay 
or fees not to exceed those usual for similar services elsewhere, 
and without regard to the Classification Act of 1923, and to sec-
tion 3709 of Revised Statutes, as amended: Provided, That this 
exemption shall not apply to persons employed by the Agency 
on a permanent basis;

(c) to appoint and employ such officers and employees as it 
may find necessary for the proper performance of its duties 
under this Act and to prescribe their authorities, duties, responsi-
bilities, and tenures and fix their compensations; such appoint-
ments and employments to be made in conformance with the 
civil-service laws and the Classification Act of 1923, as amended; 
and

(d) to make such expenditures, subject to audit under the 
general law, for the acquisition and maintenance of adequate 
vehicles, furnishings, equipment, supplies, books of reference, 
directories, periodicals, newspapers, printing and binding, and for 
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such other expenses as may from time to time be found necessary 
for the proper administration of this Act.

ANNUAL REPORT

Sec . 15. On or before the last day of September of each year the 
Agency shall make an annual report to Congress of its operations and 
expenditures for the immediately preceding fiscal year, said report 
to include a financial balance sheet of its entire operations hereunder, 
and a recital in such particularity as is feasible of what the Agency 
proposes to do during the next succeeding fiscal year. The Agency 
shall make such other and further reports, in such form and at such 
times as the Congress by concurrent resolution shall require.

APPROPRIATIONS AUTHORIZED

Sec . 16. (a) There is hereby authorized to be appropriated, out of 
any moneys in the Treasury of the United States not otherwise appro-
priated, whatever amounts are necessary to the Planning Commission, 
in addition to other funds which may be appropriated to it or private 
funds made available to it (the acceptance of which is hereby author-
ized) , for the making or modification of a general or comprehensive 
plan and the making or modification of project area redevelopment 
plans and for surveys as authorized in this Act, and other administra-
tive expenses in connection therewith. The Commission is also author-
ized to receive any grants that the Congress may appropriate for 
said purposes to the various States and municipalities and the District 
of Columbia.

(b) There is further authorized to be appropriated out of any 
moneys in the Treasury of the United States not otherwise appro-
priated, the sum of $20,000,000, which sum shall be placed to the credit 
of a special trust fund to be established for the purposes hereinafter 
set out. There shall be deposited in the Treasury of the United States 
and credited to said special trust fund all revenues, rentals, proceeds, 
and other funds received by the Agency. The said special trust fund 
is hereby made available to the Agency for the purpose of acquiring 
real property and performing any act required or authorized by this 
Act. The Agency shall from time to time submit to the District 
Commissioners estimates of amounts for the reasonable and necessary 
expenses of the Agency, including personal services, and such amounts 
as may be approved by the District Commissioners shall be available 
from the said special trust fund for such expenses.

(c) As of the last day of the tenth fiscal year beginning after 
approval of this Act, or as of such later date as may be fixed by the 
Congress, there shall be transferred and credited to miscellaneous 
receipts of the United States the balance in the said special trust fund 
after deducting (a) such amount as may be necessary for the comple-
tion of any approved project the acquisition of which has been begun 
and (b) such amount for operating expenses of the Agency for one 
year as may be approved by the District Commissioners. If the 
balance so transferred and credited be insufficient to reimburse the 
United States for appropriations made pursuant to paragraph (b) of 
this section, then an amount equal to 50 per centum of the deficit shall 
be payable to the United States from revenues of the District of 
Columbia in installments of equal amounts for each of ten years. The 
District Commissioners shall include in their annual estimates of 
appropriations items for the payment of such installments. The afore-
said deficit shall be determined by deducting from the total of said 
appropriations an amount equal to (a) the fund transferred and 
credited to miscellaneous receipts of the United States, (b) the cost 
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to the Agency of the real property owned by it on said date, and (c) 
the reserve for completion of approved projects. All subsequent pro-
ceeds, revenues, and rentals from said real property shall be credited 
to the said special trust fund, to be disposed of as the Congress may 
direct.

ACQUISITION UNDER DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AT,TUV DWELLING ACT

Sec . 17. From and after the termination of the period of one year, 
beginning with the date of the approval of this Act, all authority 
granted by the Act known as the District of Columbia Alley Dwelling 
Act, approved June 12, 1934, as amended, to acquire, by purchase, 
condemnation, or gift, lands, buildings and structures, or any interest 
therein, is hereby transferred to and vested in the Agency created by 
this Act. During said one-year period said authority may be exer-
cised by the National Capital Housing Authority only for projects 
that shall have been approved by the Planning Commission and the 
District Commissioners: Provided, however, That failure of the 
Planning Commission or the District Commissioners to approve or 
disapprove in writing within sixty days after the submission by the 
National Capital Housing Authority shall be equivalent to a formal 
approval. Nothing contained in said Alley Dwelling Act or in this 
Act shall be interpreted as precluding the inclusion at any time of 
any alley or inhabited alley or alley dwelling or dwelling or square 
containing an inhabited alley in a project area to be planned, acquired, 
and disposed of under the provisions of this Act. Any real property 
acquired by the Agency under the authority of the Alley Dwelling 
Act may be transferred or may be sold or leased by the Agency as 
provided in this Act for real property acquired for a project area 
redevelopment. The National Capital Housing Authority is hereby 
declared to be a redevelopment company and is hereby granted the 
power to purchase or lease redevelopment areas or parts thereof from 
the Agency in accordance with the provisions of this Act. The 
National Capital Housing Authority shall keep regular books of 
account in accordance with standard auditing practices, covering all 
properties operated by it, showing detailed construction costs, manage-
ment costs, repairs, maintenance, other operating costs, rents, subsidies, 
grants, allowances and exemptions; such books shall be subject to 
annual audit by the General Accounting Office; and the annual report 
of the National Capital Housing Authority shall include a summary of 
all transactions covered by such books and shall be made available to 
the public upon request.

AMENDMENT TO DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ALLEY DWELLING ACT

Sec . 18. (a) Section 4 (b) of the Act known as the “District of 
Columbia Alley Dwelling Act”, approved June 12, 1934, as amended, 
is further amended to read as follows:

“(b) On and after July 1,1955, it shall be unlawful to use or occupy 
any alley building or structure as a dwelling in the District of 
Columbia.”

(b) Section 6 of such Act, as amended, is further amended by 
striking “1947” and inserting in lieu thereof “1955”.

ENCOURAGEMENT AND AID TO PRIVATE LENDING INSTITUTIONS

Sec . 19. (a) To provide for and to facilitate the improvement 
of housing and other improved real estate in the District of Columbia, 
Federal savings and loan associations of the District of Columbia and 
building associations and building and loan associations operating 
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under the laws of the District of Columbia are authorized, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, to make loans for the improve-
ment of homes or other improved real estate in the District of Colum-
bia without security: Provided, That no such loan without security 
shall be made in a sum in excess of $2,000.

(b) Any financial institution or other lending organization operat-
ing under the laws of the United States or the District of Columbia 
is authorized, notwithstanding any other law or regulation, to make 
loans to redevelopment corporations to finance the improvement of 
any project area as provided in this Act. Any life-insurance com-
pany organized under the laws of the District or formed or organized 
under an Act of Congress is authorized, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, to make loans or advances for the purpose of mak-
ing repairs, alterations, additions, or improvements to homes or other 
buildings on improved real estate upon which it then holds a first 
lien to secure a loan previously made, without additional security: 
Provided, That no such loan or advance shall be made in a sum in 
excess of $2,000: And provided further, That the amount of such 
loan or advance when added to the balance due on the original indebt-
edness shall not exceed the amount originally secured by the first 
lien.

EFFECT UPON EXISTING STATUTES

Sec . 20. (a) In the making and approval of project area redevelop-
ment plans, the Planning Commission and the District Commis-
sioners shall not be limited or bound by the provisions of sections 
7-108, 7-117, 7-122, and 7-301 of the District of Columbia Code (1940 
edition) (Act of March 2, 1893, 27 Stat. 532, ch. 197, sec. 1; Act of 
May 31, 1900, 31 Stat. 248, ch. 599, sec. 2; Act of March 4, 1913, 37 
Stat. 949, ch. 150; Act of March 3, 1901, 31 Stat. 1429, ch. 854, sec. 
1608, as amended) relating to width, location, and length of streets 
and highways. No department, instrumentality, agency, or official 
of the Federal Government or of the District of Columbia shall have 
any power to release or modify or depart from any feature or detail 
of an approved redevelopment plan or part thereof unless such release, 
modification, or departure be adopted by the Planning Commission 
and approved by the District Commissioners in accordance with the 
provisions of section 12 of this Act or unless the modification or 
departure be approved by Act of Congress.

(b) Any power granted the District Commissioners or any District 
or Federal agency by the District of Columbia Code or by any statute 
may, in addition to the purposes now specified, be exercised in further-
ance of the protection or carrying out of any redevelopment plan or 
modification made and approved under this Act.

SEPARABILITY OF PROVISIONS

Sec . 21. If any provisions of this Act or the application thereof 
to any body, agency, situation, or circumstances be held invalid, the 
remainder of the Act and the application of such provision to other 
bodies, agencies, situations, or circumstances shall not be affected 
thereby.

Sec . 22. This Act shall take effect ninety days after the date of its 
approval.

Approved August 2, 1946.
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