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[CHAPTER 391]
AN ACT

To codify and enact into positive law title 17 of the United States Code, entitled 
“Copyrights”.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That title 17 of the 
United States Code entitled “Copyrights” is codified and enacted into 
positive law and may be cited as “Title 17, U. S. C., § —”, as follows:

TITLE 17—COPYRIGHTS
Chap. Sec.
1. Registration of copyright____________________________________________ 1
2. Infringement proceedings____________________________________________ 101
3. Copyright Office______________________________________________________ 201

Cha pte r  1—Regi st rat ion  of  Copyri ghts

§ 1. Exclusive rights as to copyrighted works.
§ 2. Rights of author or proprietor of unpublished work.
§ 3. Protection of component parts of work copyrighted; composite works or 

periodicals.
§ 4. All writings of author included.
§ 5. Classification of works for registration.
§ 6. Registration of prints and labels.
§ 7. Copyright on compilations of works in public domain or of copyrighted 

works; subsisting copyrights not affected.
§ 8. Copyright not to subsist in works in public domain, or published prior to 

July 1, 1909, and not already copyrighted, or Government publications; 
publication by Government of copyrighted material.

§ 9. Authors or proprietors, entitled; aliens.
§ 10. Publication of work with notice.
§ 11. Registration of claim and issuance of certificate.
§ 12. Works not reproduced for sale.
§ 13. Deposit of copies after publication; action or proceeding for infringement.
§ 14. Same; failure to deposit; demand; penalty.
§ 15. Same; postmaster’s receipt; transmission by mail without cost.
§ 16. Mechanical work to be done in United States.
§ 17. Affidavit to accompany copies.
§ 18. Making false affidavit.
§ 19. Notice; form.
§ 20. Same; place of application of; one notice in each volume or number of 

newspaper or periodical.
§ 21. Same; effect of accidental omission from copy or copies.
§ 22. Ad interim protection of book published abroad.
§ 23. Same; extension to full term.
§ 24. Duration; renewal and extension.
§ 25. Renewal of copyrights registered in Patent Office under repealed law.
§ 26. Terms defined.
§ 27. Copyright distinct from property in object copyrighted; effect of sale of 

object, and of assignment of copyright.
§ 28. Assignments and bequests.
§ 29. Same; executed in foreign country; acknowledgment and certificate.
§ 30. Same; record.
§ 31. Same; certificate of record.
§ 32. Same; use of name of assignee in notice.

§ 1. Exclu si ve  Rights  as  to  Copyr ight ed  Work s .—Any person 
entitled thereto, upon complying with the provisions of this title, 
shall have the exclusive right:
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(a) To print, reprint, publish, copy, and vend the copyrighted 
work;

(b) To translate the copyrighted work into other languages or 
dialects, or make any other version thereof, if it be a literary work; 
to dramatize it if it be a nondramatic work; to convert it into a novel 
or other nondramatic work if it be a drama; to arrange or adapt it 
if it be a musical work; to complete, execute, and finish it if it be a 
model or design for a work of art;

(c) To deliver or authorize the delivery of the copyrighted work 
in public for profit if it be a lecture, sermon, address, or similar 
production;

(d) To perform or represent the copyrighted work publicly if it 
be a drama or, if it be a dramatic work and not reproduced in copies 
for sale, to vend any manuscript or any record whatsoever thereof; 
to make or to procure the making of any transcription or record 
thereof by or from which, in whole or in part, it may in any manner 
or by any method be exhibited, performed, represented, produced, 
or reproduced; and to exhibit, perform, represent, produce, or repro-
duce it in any manner or by any method whatsoever; and

(e) To perform the copyrighted work publicly for profit if it be 
a musical composition; and for the purpose of public performance 
for profit, and for the purposes set forth in subsection (a) hereof, to 
make any arrangement or setting of it or of the melody of it in any 
system of notation or any form of record in which the thought of 
an author may be recorded and from which it may be read or repro-
duced: Provided, That the provisions of this title, so far as they 
secure copyright controlling the parts of instruments serving to 
reproduce mechanically the musical work, shall include only com-
positions published and copyrighted after July 1, 1909, and shall 
not include the works of a foreign author or composer unless the 
foreign state or nation of which such author or composer is a citizen 
or subject grants, either by treaty, convention, agreement, or law, 
to citizens of the United States similar rights. And as a condition 
of extending the copyright control to such mechanical reproductions, 
that whenever the owner of a musical copyright has used or per-
mitted or knowingly acquiesced in the use of the copyrighted work 
upon the parts of instruments serving to reproduce mechanically the 
musical work, any other person may make similar use of the copy-
righted work upon the payment to the copyright proprietor of a 
royalty of 2 cents on each such part manufactured, to be paid by the 
manufacturer thereof; and the copyright proprietor may require, 
and if so the manufacturer shall furnish, a report under oath on the 
20th day of each month on the number of parts of instruments 
manufactured during the previous month serving to reproduce 
mechanically said musical work, and royalties shall be due on the 
parts manufactured during any month upon the 20th of the next 
succeeding month. The payment of the royalty provided for by this 
section shall free the articles or devices for which such royalty has 
been paid from further contribution to the copyright except in case 
of public performance for profit. It shall be the duty of the copy-
right owner, if he uses the musical composition himself for the 
manufacture of parts of instruments serving to reproduce mechan-
ically the musical work, or licenses others to do so, to file notice 
thereof, accompanied by a recording fee, in the copyright office, 
and any failure to file such notice shall be a complete defense to 
any suit, action, or proceeding for any infringement of such 
copyright.

In case of failure of such manufacturer to pay to the copyright 
proprietor within thirty days after demand in writing the full sum
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of royalties due at said rate at the date of such demand, the court may 
award taxable costs to the plaintiff and a reasonable counsel fee, and. 
the court may, in its discretion, enter judgment therein for any sum 
in addition over the amount found to be due as royalty in accordance 
with the terms of this title, not exceeding three times such amount.

The reproduction or rendition of a musical composition by or upon 
coin-operated machines shall not be deemed a public performance for 
profit unless a fee is charged for admission to the place where such 
reproduction or rendition occurs.

§ 2. Rights  of  Author  or  Propri et or  of  Unpub lis hed  Work .— 
Nothing in this title shall be construed to annul or limit the right of 
the author or proprietor of an unpublished work, at common law or in 
equity, to prevent the copying, publication, or use of such unpublished 
work without his consent, and to obtain damages therefor.

§ 3. Prot ec ti on  of  Comp onent  Parts  of  Work  Copy rig ht ed ; 
Comp osit e Works  or  Peri odi cal s .—The copyright provided by this 
tile shall protect all the copyrightable component parts of the work 
copyrighted, and all matter therein in which copyright is already sub-
sisting, but without extending the duration or scope of such copyright. 
The copyright upon composite works or periodicals shall give to the 
proprietor thereof all the rights in respect thereto which he would 
have if each part were individually copyrighted under this title.

§ 4. All  Writ ings  of  Auth or  Incl ude d .—The works for which 
copyright may be secured under this title shall include all the writings 
of an author.

§ 5. Cla ssif icat ion  of  Work s  For  Regis trat ion .—The application 
for registration shall specify to which of the following classes the 
work in which copyright is claimed belongs:

(a) Books, including composite and cyclopedic works, directories, 
gazetteers, and other compilations.

(b) Periodicals, including newspapers.
(c) Lectures, sermons, addresses (prepared for oral delivery).
(d) Dramatic or dramatico-musical compositions.
(e) Musical compositions.
(f) Maps.
(g) Works of art; models or designs for works of art.
(h) Reproductions of a work of art.
(i) Drawings or plastic works of a scientific or technical character.
(j) Photographs.
(k) Prints and pictorial illustrations including prints or labels 

used for articles of merchandise.
(1) Motion-picture photoplays.
(m) Motion pictures other than photoplays.
The above specifications shall not be held to limit the subject matter 

of copyright as defined in section 4 of this title, nor shall any error 
in classification invalidate or impair the copyright protection secured 
under this title.

§ 6. Reg ist rat ion  of  Print s  and  Labe ls .—Commencing July 1,1940, 
the Register of Copyrights is charged with the registration of claims 
to copyright properly presented, in all prints and labels published in 
connection with the sale or advertisement of articles of merchandise, 
including all claims to copyright in prints and labels pending in the 
Patent Office and uncleared at the close of business June 30, 1940. 
There shall be paid for registering a claim of copyright in any such 
print or label not a trade-mark $6, which sum shall cover the expense 
of furnishing a certificate of such registration, under the seal of the 
Copyright Office, to the claimant of copyright.
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§ 7. Copyrigh t  on  Comp il ati ons  of  Wor ks  in  Publ ic  Dom ain  
or  of  Copyr ighte d  Work s ; Subsi st ing  Copyr ights  Not  Aff ect ed .— 
Compilations or abridgments, adaptations, arrangements, dramatiza-
tions, translations, or other versions of works in the public domain 
or of copyrighted works when produced with the consent of the pro-
prietor of the copyright in such works, or works republished with 
new matter, shall be regarded as new works subject to copyright under 
the provisions of this title; but the publication of any such new works 
shall not affect the force or validity of any subsisting copyright upon 
the matter employed or any part thereof, or be construed to imply 
an exclusive right to such use of the original works, or to secure or 
extend copyright in such original works.

§ 8. Copy rig ht  Not  To  Subs is t  in  Wor ks  in  Publ ic  Doma in , or  
Publ is hed  Prior  to  July  1, 1909, and  not  Alre ady  Copyri ght ed , or  
Gover nme nt  Pub li ca ti ons ; Publ icat ion  by  Gover nme nt  of  Cop y -
right ed  Mate rial .—No copyright shall subsist in the original text 
of any work which is in the public domain, or in any work which was 
published in this country or any foreign country prior to July 1,1909, 
and has not been already copyrighted in the United States, or in 
any publication of the United States Government, or any reprint, in 
whole or in part, thereof: Provided, That copyright may be secured 
by the Postmaster General on behalf of the United States in the whole 
or any part of the publications authorized by section 1 of the Act of 
June 27,1938 (39 U. S. C. 371).

The publication or republication by the Government, either sep-
arately or in a public document, of any material in which copyright 
is subsisting shall not be taken to cause any abridgment or annulment 
of the copyright or to authorize any use or appropriation of such 
copyright material without the consent of the copyright proprietor.

§ 9. Authors  or  Propr ie to rs , Enti tl ed  ; Alie ns .—The author or 
proprietor of any work made the subject of copyright by this title, 
or his executors, administrators, or assigns, shall have copyright for 
such work under the conditions and for the terms specified in this 
title: Provided, however, That the copyright secured by this title 
shall extend to the work of an author or proprietor who is a citizen 
or subject of a foreign state or nation only:

(a) When an alien author or proprietor shall be domiciled within 
the United States at the time of the first publication of his work; or

(b) When the foreign state or nation of which such author or 
proprietor is a citizen or subject grants, either by treaty, convention, 
agreement, or law, to citizens of the United States the benefit of copy-
right on substantially the same basis as to its own citizens, or copyright 
protection, substantially equal to the protection secured to such foreign 
author under this title or by treaty; or when such foreign state or 
nation is a party to an international agreement which provides for 
reciprocity in the granting of copyright, by the terms of which agree-
ment the United States may, at its pleasure, become a party thereto.

The existence of the reciprocal conditions aforesaid shall be deter-
mined by the President of the United States, by proclamation made 
from time to time, as the purposes of this title may require: Provided, 
That whenever the President shall find that the authors, copyright 
owners, or proprietors of works first produced or published abroad and 
subject to copyright or to renewal of copyright under the laws of the 
United States, including works subject to ad interim copyright, are 
or may have been temporarily unable to comply with the conditions 
and formalities prescribed with respect to such works by the copy-
right laws of the United States, because of the disruption or suspension
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of facilities essential for such compliance, he may by proclamation 
grant such extension of time as he may deem appropriate for the 
fulfillment of such conditions or formalities by authors, copyright 
owners, or proprietors who are citizens of the United States or who 
are nationals of countries which accord substantially equal treatment in 
this respect to authors, copyright owners, or proprietors who are 
citizens of the United States: Provided further. That no liability shall 
attach under this title for lawful uses made or acts done prior to the 
effective date of such proclamation in connection with such works, or 
in respect to the continuance for one year subsequent to such date of 
any business undertaking or enterprise lawfully undertaken prior to 
such date involving expenditure or contractual obligation in connec-
tion with the exploitation, production, reproduction, circulation, or 
performance of any such work.

The President may at any time terminate any proclamation author-
ized herein or any part thereof or suspend or extend its operation for 
such period or periods of time as in his judgment the interests of 
the United States may require.

§ 10. Public ation  of  Work  With  Not ice .—Any person entitled 
thereto by this title may secure copyright for his work by publication 
thereof with the notice of copyright required by this title; and such 
notice shall be affixed to each copy thereof published or offered for 
sale in the United States by authority of the copyright proprietor, 
except in the case of books seeking ad interim protection under section 
22 of this title.

§ 11. Regis tra tion  of  Claim  and  Issuance  of  Cer ti fi cat e .—Such 
person may obtain registration of his claim to copyright by complying 
with the provisions of this title, including the deposit of copies, and 
upon such compliance the Register of Copyrights shall issue to him 
the certificates provided for in section 209 of this title.

§ 12. Works  Not  Repr oduce d  for  Sale .—Copyright may also be 
had of the works of an author, of which copies are not reproduced for 
sale, by the deposit, with claim of copyright, of one complete copy 
of such work if it be a lecture or similar production or a dramatic, 
musical, or dramatico-musical composition; of a title and description, 
with one print taken from each scene or act, if the work be a motion-
picture photoplay; of a photographic print if the work be a photo-
graph ; of a title and description, with not less than two prints taken 
from different sections of a complete motion picture, if the work be 
a motion picture other than a photoplay; or of a photograph or other 
identifying reproduction thereof, if it be a work of art or a plastic 
work or drawing. But the privilege of registration of copyright 
secured hereunder shall not exempt the copyright proprietor from the 
deposit of copies, under sections 13 and 14 of this title, where the work 
is later reproduced in copies for sale.

§ 13. Dep osi t  of  Copie s  Afte r  Publ icat ion  ; Act ion  or  Proce edi ng  
for  Infrin gem ent .—After copyright has been secured by publication 
of the work with the notice of copyright as provided in section 10 of 
this title, there shall be promptly deposited in the copyright office or in 
the mail addressed to the Register of Copyrights, Washington, Dis-
trict of Columbia, two complete copies of the best edition thereof then 
published, or if the work is by an author who is a citizen or subject of 
a foreign state or nation and has been published in a foreign country, 
one complete copy of the best edition then published in such foreign 
country, which copies or copy, if the work be a book or periodical, 
shall have been produced in accordance with the manufacturing pro-
visions specified in section 16 of this title; or if such work be a contri-
bution to a periodical, for which contribution special registration is
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requested, one copy of the issue or issues containing such contribution; 
or if the work is not reproduced in copies for sale there shall be 
deposited the copy, print, photograph, or other identifying reproduc-
tion provided by section 12 of this title, such copies or copy, print, 
photograph, or other reproduction to be accompanied in each case 
by a claim of copyright. No action or proceeding shall be maintained 
for infringement of copyright in any work until the provisions of this 
title with respect to the deposit of copies and registration of such work 
shall have been complied with.

§ 14. Same  ; Failur e  to  Dep osit  ; Dem and  ; Penal ty .—Should the 
copies called for by section 13 of this title not be promptly deposited 
as provided in this title, the Register of Copyrights may at any time 
after the publication of the work, upon actual notice, require the 
proprietor of the copyright to deposit them, and after the said demand 
shall have been made, in default of the deposit of copies of the work 
within three months from any part of the United States, except an 
outlying territorial possession of the United States, or within six 
months from any outlying territorial possession of the United States, 
or from any foreign country, the proprietor of the copyright shall be 
liable to a fine of $100 and to pay to the Library of Congress twice the 
amount of the retail price of the best edition of the work, and the 
copyright shall become void.

§ 15. Same ; Post mas te r ’s Rec ei pt ; Trans mis sion  by  Mail  With -
out  Cost .—The postmaster to whom are delivered the articles deposited 
as provided in sections 12 and 13 of this title shall, if requested, give 
a receipt therefor and shall mail them to their destination without 
cost to the copyright claimant.

§ 16. Mec hanical  Work  To  Be Done  in  Unit ed  Sta te s .—Of the 
printed book or periodical specified in section 5, subsections (a) and 
(b), of this title, except the original text of a book of foreign origin 
in a language or languages other than English, the text of all copies 
accorded protection under this title, except as below provided, shall be 
printed from type set within the limits of the United States, either by 
hand or by the aid of any kind of typesetting machine, or from plates 
made within the limits of the United States from type set therein, or, 
if the text be produced by lithographic process, or photoengraving 
process, then by a process wholly performed within the limits of the 
United States, and the printing of the text and binding of the said book 
shall be performed within the limits of the United States; which 
requirements shall extend also to the illustrations within a book con-
sisting of printed text and illustrations produced by lithographic 
process, or photoengraving process, and also to separate lithographs 
or photoengravings, except where in either case the subjects repre-
sented are located in a foreign country and illustrate a scientific work 
or reproduce a work of art: Provided, however, That said requirements 
shall not apply to works in raised characters for the use of the blind, 
or to books of foreign origin in a language or languages other than 
English, or to books published abroad in the English language seeking- 
ad interim protection under this title, or to works printed or produced 
in the United States by any other process than those above specified 
in this section.

§ 17. Aff idavi t  To Acc ompa ny  Cop ies .—In the case of the book 
the copies so deposited shall be accompanied by an affidavit under 
the official seal of any officer authorized to administer oaths within 
the United States, duly made by the person claiming copyright or 
by his duly authorized agent or representative residing in the United 
States, or by the printer who has printed the book, setting forth 
that the copies deposited have been printed from type set within 
the limits of the United States or from plates made within the limits

95347°—48—pt. 1----- 42
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of the United States from type set therein; or, if the text be pro-
duced by lithographic process, or photoengraving process, that such 
process was wholly performed within the limits of the United States 
and that the printing of the text and binding of the said book have 
also been performed within the limits of the United States. Such 
affidavit shall state also the place where and the establishment or 
establishments in which such type was set or plates were made or 
lithographic process, or photoengraving process or printing and 
binding were performed and the date of the completion of the print-
ing of the book or the date of publication.

§ 18. Making  Fal se  Affidavi t .—Any person who, for the purpose 
of obtaining registration of a claim to copyright, shall knowingly 
make a false affidavit as to his having complied with the above condi-
tions shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more than $1,000, and all of 
his rights and privileges under said copyright shall thereafter be 
forfeited.

§ 19. Not ice ; Form .—The notice of copyright required by section 
10 of this title shall consist either of the word “Copyright” or the 
abbreviation “Copr.”, accompanied by the name of the copyright 
proprietor, and if the work be a printed literary, musical, or dramatic 
work, the notice shall include also the year in which the copyright was 
secured by publication. In the case, however, of copies of works 
specified in subsections (f) to (k), inclusive, of section 5 of this title, 
the notice may consist of the letter C enclosed within a circle, thus ©, 
accompanied by the initials, monogram, mark, or symbol of the copy-
right proprietor: Provided, That on some accessible portion of such 
copies or of the margin, back, permanent base, or pedestal, or of the 
substance on which such copies shall be mounted, his name shall appear. 
But in the case of works in which copyright was subsisting on July 1, 
1909, the notice of copyright may be either in one of the forms pre-
scribed herein or may consist of the following words: “Entered accord-
ing to Act of Congress, in the year----- , by A. B., in the office of the
Librarian of Congress, at Washington”; or, at his option, the word 
“Copyright”, together with the year the copyright was entered and 
the name of the party by whom it was taken out; thus, “Copyright, 
19—, by A. B.”

§ 20. Sam e ; Place  oe  Appl icat ion  of ; One  Notic e  in  Each  Vol -
um e  or  Numb er  of  News pape r  or  Per iodic al .—The notice of copyright 
shall be applied, in the case of a book or other printed publication, upon 
its title page or the page immediately following, or if a periodical 
either upon the title page or upon the first page of text of each separate 
number or under the title heading, or if a musical work either upon its 
title page or the first page of music. One notice of copyright in each 
volume or in each number of a newspaper or periodical published 
shall suffice.

§21. Same ; Eff ec t  of  Accid en ta l  Omis sion  From  Copy  or  
Copi es .—Where the copyright proprietor has sought to comply with 
the provisions of this title with respect to notice, the omission by 
accident or mistake of the prescribed notice from a particular copy 
or copies shall not invalidate the copyright or prevent recovery for 
infringement against any person who, after actual notice of the 
copyright, begins an undertaking to infringe it, but shall prevent 
the recovery of damages against an innocent infringer who has been 
misled by the omission of the notice; and in a suit for infringement 
no permanent injunction shall be had unless the copyright proprietor 
shall reimburse to the innocent infringer his reasonable outlay inno-
cently incurred if the court, in its discretion, shall so direct.
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§ 22. Ad  Inter im  Prote ction  of  Book  Publ ish ed  Abro ad .—In the 
case of a book first published abroad in the English language, the 
deposit in the copyright office, not later than sixty days after its 
publication abroad, of one complete copy of the foreign edition, with 
a request for the reservation of the copyright and a statement of the 
name and nationality of the author and of the copyright proprietor 
and of the date of publication of the said book, shall secure to the 
author or proprietor an ad interim copyright, which shall have all 
the force and effect given to copyright by this title, and shall endure 
until the expiration of four months after such deposit in the copy-
right office.

§ 23. Sam e ; Ext en sio n to  Ful l  Ter m .—Whenever within the 
period of such ad interim protection an authorized edition of such 
books shall be published within the United States, in accordance 
with the manufacturing provisions specified in section 16 of this 
title, and whenever the provisions of this title as to deposit of 
copies, registration, filing of affidavits, and the printing of the copy-
right notice shall have been duly complied with, the copyright shall 
be extended to endure in such book for the term provided in this 
title.

§ 24. Dura ti on  ; Ren ewa l  and  Ext en sion .—The copyright secured 
by this title shall endure for twenty-eight years from the date of first 
publication, whether the copyrighted work bears the author’s true 
name or is published anonymously or under an assumed name: Pro-
vided, That in the case of any posthumous work or of any periodical, 
cyclopedic, or other composite work upon which the copyright was 
originally secured by the proprietor thereof, or of any work copy-
righted by a corporate body (otherwise than as assignee or licensee 
of the individual author) or by an employer for whom such work is 
made for hire, the proprietor of such copyright shall be entitled to a 
renewal and extension of the copyright in such work for the further 
term of twenty-eight years when application for such renewal and 
extension shall have been made to the copyright office and duly regis-
tered therein within one year prior to the expiration of the original 
term of copyright: And provided further, That in the case of any 
other copyrighted work, including a contribution by an individual 
author to a periodical or to a cyclopedic or other composite work, the 
author of such work, if still living, or the widow, widower, or children 
of the author, if the author be not living, or if such author, widow, 
widower, or children be not living, then the author’s executors, or in 
the absence of a will, his next of kin shall be entitled to a renewal and 
extension of the copyright in such work for a further term of twenty-
eight years when application for such renewal and extension shall 
have been made to the copyright office and duly registered therein 
within one year prior to the expiration of the original term of copy-
right: And provided further, That in default of the registration of 
such application for renewal and extension, the copyright in any work 
shall determine at the expiration of twenty-eight years from first 
publication.

§ 25. Rene wal  of  Copyr ights  Regis ter ed  in  Pat en t  Offic e  Unde r  
Rep eal ed  Law .—Subsisting copyrights originally registered in the 
Patent Office prior to July 1, 1940, under section 3 of the act of June 
18, 1874, shall be subject to renewal in behalf of the proprietor upon 
application made to the Register of Copyrights within one year prior 
to the expiration of the original term of twenty-eight years.

§ 26. Ter ms  Def ine d .—In the interpretation and construction of 
this title “the date of publication” shall in the case of a work of which 
copies are reproduced for sale or distribution be held to be the earliest
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date when copies of the first authorized edition were placed on sale, 
sold, or publicly distributed by the proprietor of the copyright or 
under his authority, and the word “author” shall include an employer 
in the case of works made for hire.

§ 27. Copyrigh t  Dist inc t  From  Prop er ty  in  Obj ec t  Copyr ighte d  ; 
Effe ct  of  Sale  of  Obje ct , and  of  Ass ignme nt  of  Copyrigh t .—The 
copyright is distinct from the property in the material object copy-
righted, and the sale or conveyance, by gift or otherwise, of the mate-
rial object shall not of itself constitute a transfer of the copyright, 
nor shall the assignment of the copyright constitute a transfer of the 
title to the material object; but nothing in this title shall be deemed 
to forbid, prevent, or restrict the transfer of any copy of a copy-
righted work the possession of which has been lawfully obtained.

§ 28. Ass ignm en ts  and  Beques ts .—Copyright secured under this 
title or previous copyright laws of the United States may be assigned, 
granted, or mortgaged by an instrument in writing signed by the 
proprietor of the copyright, or may be bequeathed by will.

§ 29. Sam e  ; Exec ute d in  Fore ign  Coun tr y  ; Acknowl edgm ent  
and  Cer tific ate .—Every assignment of copyright executed in a for-
eign country shall be acknowledged by the assignor before a consular 
officer or secretary of legation of the United States authorized by 
law to administer oaths or perform notarial acts. The certificate of 
such acknowledgment under the hand and official seal of such consular 
officer or secretary of legation shall be prima facie evidence of the 
execution of the instrument.

§ 30. Sam e ; Rec ord .—Every assignment of copyright shall be 
recorded in the copyright office within three calendar months after 
its execution in the United States or within six calendar months after 
its execution without the limits of the United States, in default of 
which it shall be void as against any subsequent purchaser or mort-
gagee for a valuable consideration, without notice, whose assignment 
has been duly recorded.

§ 31. Same ; Cer tific ate  of  Rec ord .—The Register of Copyrights 
shall, upon payment of the prescribed fee, record such assignment, 
and shall return it to the sender with a certificate of record attached 
under seal of the copyright office, and upon the payment of the fee 
prescribed by this title he shall furnish to any person requesting the 
same a certified copy thereof under the said seal.

§32. Same ; Use  of  Nam e of  Ass ignee  in  Notic e .—When an 
assignment of the copyright in a specified book or other work has been 
recorded the assignee may substitute his name for that of the assignor 
in the statutory notice of copyright prescribed by this title.

Chap ter  2—Infri ng eme nt  Pro ceed in gs

§ 101. Infringement:
(a) Injunction.
(b) Damages and profits; amounts; other remedies.
(c) Impounding during action.
(d) Destruction of infringing copies and plates.
(e) Royalties for use of mechanical reproduction of musical works., 
(f) Rules of procedure.

§ 102. Jurisdiction of courts in enforcing remedies.
§ 103. Joinder of proceedings for different remedies.
§ 104. Willful infringement for profit.
§ 105. Fraudulent notice of copyright, or removal or alteration of notice.
§ 106. Importation of article bearing false notice or piratical copies of copy-

righted work.
§ 107. Importation, during existence of copyright, of piratical copies, or of 

copies not produced in accordance with section 16 of this title.
§ 108. Forfeiture and destruction of articles prohibited importation.
§ 109. Importation of prohibited articles; regulations; proof of deposit of copies 

by complainants.
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§ 110. Jurisdiction of actions under laws.
§ 111. District in which actions may be brought.
§ 112. Injunctions; service and enforcement.
§ 113. Transmission of certified copies of papers for enforcement of injunction 

by other court.
§ 114. Review of orders, judgments, or decrees.
§ 115. Limitation of criminal proceedings.
§ 116. Costs; attorney’s fees.

§ 101. Infr inge me nt .—If any person shall infringe the copyright 
in any work protected under the copyright laws of the United States 
such person shall be liable:

(a) Injunc tion .—To an injunction restraining such infringement;
(b) Damage s  and  Profi ts ; Amount ; Othe r  Reme dies .—To pay to 

the copyright proprietor such damages as the copyright proprietor 
may have suffered due to the infringement, as well as all the profits 
which the infringer shall have made from such infringement, and in 
proving profits the plaintiff shall be required to prove sales only, 
and the defendant shall be required to prove every element of cost 
which he claims, or in lieu of actual damages and profits, such damages 
as to the court shall appear to be just, and in assessing such damages 
the court may, in its discretion, allow the amounts as hereinafter 
stated, but in case of a newspaper reproduction of a copyrighted 
photograph, such damages shall not exceed the sum of $200 nor be less 
than the sum of $50, and in the case of fhe infringement of an 
undramatized or nondramatic work by means of motion pictures, 
where the infringer shall show that he was not aware that he was 
infringing, and that such infringement could not have been reasonably 
foreseen, such damages shall not exceed the sum of $100; and in the 
case of an infringement of a copyrighted dramatic or dramatico- 
musical work by a maker of motion pictures and his agencies for 
distribution thereof to exhibitors, where such infringer shows that he 
was not aware that he was infringing a copyrighted work, and that 
such infringements could not reasonably have been foreseen, the entire 
sum of such damages recoverable by the copyright proprietor from 
such infringing maker and his agencies for the distribution to 
exhibitors of such infringing motion picture shall not exceed the sum 
of $5,000 nor be less than $250, and such damages shall in no other 
case exceed the sum of $5,000 nor be less than the sum of $250, and 
shall not be regarded as a penalty. But the foregoing exceptions shall 
not deprive the copyright proprietor of any other remedy given him 
under this law, nor shall the limitation as to the amount of recovery 
apply to infringements occurring after the actual notice to a defend-
ant, either by service of process in a suit or other written notice served 
upon him.

First. In the case of a painting, statue, or sculpture, $10 for every 
infringing copy made or sold by or found in the possession of the 
infringer or his agents or employees;

Second. In the case of any work enumerated in section 5 of this 
title, except a painting, statue, or sculpture, $1 for every infringing 
copy made or sold by or found in the possession of the infringer or his 
agents or employees;

Third. In the case of a lecture, sermon, or address, $50 for every 
infringing delivery;

Fourth. In the case of a dramatic or dramatico-musical or a choral 
or orchestral composition, $100 for the first and $50 for every subse-
quent infringing performance; in the case of other musical composi-
tions $10 for every infringing performance;

(c) Impo unding  During  Act ion .—To deliver up on oath, to be 
impounded during the pendency of the action, upon such terms and 
conditions as the court may prescribe, all articles alleged to infringe 
a copyright;
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(d) Des tr uct ion  of  Infri ngin g  Copi es  and  Pl at e s .—To deliver 
up on oath for destruction all the infringing copies or devices, as 
well as all plates, molds, matrices, or other means for making such 
infringing copies as the court may order.

(e) Royalt ie s  for  Use  of  Mec hanical  Rep roduct ion  of  Music al  
Work s .—Whenever the owner of a musical copyright has used or 
permitted the use of the copyrighted work upon the parts of musical 
instruments serving to reproduce mechanically the musical work, 
then in case of infringement of such copyright by the unauthorized 
manufacture, use, or sale of interchangeable parts, such as disks, 
rolls, bands, or cylinders for use in mechanical music-producing 
machines adapted to reproduce the copyrighted music, no criminal 
action shall be brought, but in a civil action an injunction may be 
granted upon such terms as the court may impose, and the plaintiff 
shall be entitled to recover in lieu of profits and damages a royalty 
as provided in section 1, subsection (e), of this title: Provided also, 
That whenever any person, in the absence of a license agreement, 
intends to use a copyrighted musical composition upon the parts of 
instruments serving to reproduce mechanically the musical work, 
relying upon the compulsory license provision of this title, he shall 
serve notice of such intention, by registered mail, upon the copy-
right proprietor at his last address disclosed by the records of the 
copyright office, sending to the copyright office a duplicate of such 
notice; and in case of his failure so to do the court may, in its dis-
cretion, in addition to sums hereinabove mentioned, award the com-
plainant a further sum, not to exceed three times the amount pro-
vided by section 1, subsection (e), of this title, by way of damages, 
and not as a penalty, and also a temporary injunction until the full 
award is paid.

(f) Rule s  of  Proc edu re .—Rules and regulations for practice and 
procedure under this section shall be prescribed by the Supreme 
Court of the United States.

§ 102. Juri sdi ct ion  of  Court s in  Enfor cing  Rem ed ie s .—Any 
court given jurisdiction under section 110 of this title may proceed 
in any action, suit, or proceeding instituted for violation of any 
provision hereof to enter a judgment or decree enforcing the 
remedies herein provided.

§ 103. Joind er  of  Proc ee ding s  for  Diff ere nt  Rem ed ie s .—The pro-
ceedings for an injunction, damages, and profits, and those for the 
seizure of infringing copies, plates, molds, matrices, and so forth, afore-
mentioned, may be united in one action.

§ 104. Will ful  Infr inge me nt  fo r  Profi t .—Any person who will-
fully and for profit shall infringe any copyright secured by this title, 
or who shall knowingly and willfully aid or abet such infringement, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not exceeding one year or by 
a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $1,000, or both, in the dis-
cretion of the court: Provided, however, That nothing in this title shall 
be so construed as to prevent the performance of religious or secular 
works such as oratorios, cantatas, masses, or octavo choruses by public 
schools, church choirs, or vocal societies, rented, borrowed, or obtained 
from some public library, public school, church choir, school choir, or 
vocal society, provided the performance is given for charitable or 
educational purposes and not for profit.

§ 105. Fraudu le nt  Noti ce  of  Copyright , or  Rem oval  or  Alt er -
ation  of  Notic e .—Any person who, with fraudulent intent, shall insert 
or impress any notice of copyright required by this title, or words of 
the same purport, in or upon any uncopyrighted article, or with 
fraudulent intent shall remove or alter the copyright notice upon any
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article duly copyrighted shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine of not less than $100 and not more than $1,000. Any person 
who shall knowingly issue or sell any article bearing a notice of United 
States copyright which has not been copyrighted in this country, or 
who shall knowingly import any article bearing such notice or words 
of the same purport, which has not been copyrighted in this country, 
shall be liable to a fine of $100.

§ 106. Imp ort at ion  of  Art icl e  Bear ing  Fals e  Noti ce  or  Pirat ical  
Copies  of  Copyright ed  Work .—The importation into the United 
States of any article bearing a false notice of copyright when there is 
no existing copyright thereon in the United States, or of any piratical 
copies of any work copyrighted in the United States, is prohibited.

§ 107. Impo rt at ion , During  Exist enc e  of  Copy rig ht , of  Pirat ical  
Cop ies , or  of  Copie s  Not  Produc ed  in  Acc orda nce  With  Sec ti on  16 
of  This  Tit le .—During the existence of the American copyright in 
any book the importation into the United States of any piratical copies 
thereof or of any copies thereof (although authorized by the author 
or proprietor) which have not been produced in accordance with the 
manufacturing provisions specified in section 16 of this title, or any 
plates of the same not made from type set within the limits of the 
United States, or any copies thereof produced by lithographic or 
photoengraving process not performed within the limits of the United 
States, in accordance with the provisions of section 16 of this title, is 
prohibited: Provided, however, That, except as regards piratical 
copies, such prohibition shall not apply:

(a) To works in raised characters for the use of the blind.
(b) To a foreign newspaper or magazine, although containing 

matter copyrighted in the United States printed or reprinted by 
authority of the copyright proprietor, unless such newspaper or maga-
zine contains also copyright matter printed or reprinted without such 
authorization.

(c) To the authorized edition of a book in a foreign language or 
languages of which only a translation into English has been copy-
righted in this country.

(d) To any book published abroad with the authorization of the 
author or copyright proprietor when imported under the circumstances 
stated in one of the four subdivisions following, that is to say:

First. When imported, not more than one copy at one time, for 
individual use and not for sale; but such privilege of importation 
shall not extend to a foreign reprint of a book by an American author 
copyrighted in the United States.

Second. When imported by the authority or for the use of the 
United States.

Third. When imported, for use and not for sale, not more than one 
copy of any such book in any one invoice, in good faith by or for any 
society or institution incorporated for educational, literary, philo-
sophical, scientific, or religious purposes, or for the encouragement 
of the fine arts, or for any college, academy, school, or seminary of 
learning, or for any State, school, college, university, or free public 
library in the United States.

Fourth. When such books form parts of libraries or collections pur-
chased en bloc for the use of societies, institutions, or libraries desig-
nated in the foregoing paragraph, or form parts of the libraries or 
personal baggage belonging to persons or families arriving from 
foreign countries and are not intended for sale: Provided, That copies 
imported as above may not lawfully be used in any way to violate the 
rights of the proprietor of the American copyright or annul or limit 
the copyright protection secured by this title, and such unlawful use 
shall be deemed an infringement of copyright.
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§ 108. Forfe it ure  and  Dest ruct ion  of  Art icl es  Proh ibit ed  Impor -
tat ion .—Any and all articles prohibited importation by this title 
which are brought into the United States from any foreign country 
(except in the mails) shall be seized and forfeited by like proceedings 
as those provided by law for the seizure and condemnation of property 
imported into the United States in violation of the customs revenue 
laws. Such articles when forfeited shall be destroyed in such manner 
as the Secretary of the Treasury or the court, as the case may be, shall 
direct: Provided, however, That all copies of authorized editions of 
copyright books imported in the mails or otherwise in violation of 
the provisions of this title may be exported and returned to the country 
of export whenever it is shown to the satisfaction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in a written application, that such importation does 
not involve willful negligence or fraud.

§ 109. Imp orta tion  of  Prohibit ed  Art icl es  ; Reg ul at ion s  ; Proof  
of  Depos it  of  Copies  by  Comp lainant s .—The Secretary of the Treas-
ury and the Postmaster General are hereby empowered and required to 
make and enforce individually or jointly such rules and regulations 
as shall prevent the importation into the United States of articles 
prohibited importation by this title, and may require, as conditions 
precedent to exclusion of any work in which copyright is claimed, 
the copyright proprietor or any person claiming actual or potential 
injury by reason of actual or contemplated importations of copies of 
such work to file with the Post Office Department or the Treasury 
Department a certificate of the Register of Copyrights that the pro-
visions of section 13 of this title have been fully complied with, and to 
give notice of such compliance to postmasters or to customs officers at 
the ports of entry in the United States in such form and accompanied 
by such exhibits as may be deemed necessary for the practical and 
efficient administration and enforcement of the provisions of sections 
106 and 107 of this title.

§ 110. Jurisdic tion  of  Actio ns  Unde r  Laws .—All actions, suits, 
or proceedings arising under the copyright laws of the United States 
shall be originally cognizable by the district courts of the United 
States, the district court of any Territory, the District Court of the 
United States for the District of Columbia, the district courts of 
Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico.

§ 111. Dist ric t  in  Which  Act ions  May  Be Brought .—Civil 
actions, suits, or proceedings arising under this title may be instituted 
in the district of which the defendant or his agent is an inhabitant, 
or in which he may be found.

§ 112. Injunc tions  ; Ser vice i and  Enforc em ent .—Any such court 
or judge thereof shall have power, upon complaint filed by any party 
aggrieved, to grant injunctions to prevent and restrain the violation 
of any right secured by this title, according to the course and prin-
ciples of courts of equity, on such terms as said court or judge may 
deem reasonable. Any injunction that may be granted restraining 
and enjoining the doing of anything forbidden by this title may be 
served on the parties against whom such injunction may be granted 
anywhere in the United States, and shall be operative throughout the 
United States and be enforceable by proceedings in contempt or other-
wise by any other court or judge possessing jurisdiction of the 
defendants.

§ 113. Trans miss ion  of  Cert ifie d  Copi es  of  Papers  for  Enforc e -
me nt  of  Injun ct ion  by  Oth er  Court .—The clerk of the court, or 
judge granting the injunction, shall, when required so to do by the 
court hearing the application to enforce said injunction, transmit 
without delay to said court a certified copy of all the papers in said 
cause that are on file in his office.
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§ 114. Review  of  Ord er s , Judgm ent s , or  Dec re es .—The orders, 
judgments, or decrees of any court mentioned in section 110 of this 
title arising under the copyright laws of the United States may be 
reviewed on appeal in the manner and to the extent now provided by 
law for the review of cases determined in said courts, respectively.

§ 115. Limi tat ions  of  Cri minal  Proce edi ngs .—No criminal pro-
ceeding shall be maintained under the provisions of this title unless 
the same is commenced within three years after the cause of action 
arose.

§ 116. Cost s ; Att orne y ’s  Fee s .—In all actions, suits, or proceedings 
under this title, except when brought by or against the United States 
or any officer thereof, full costs shall be allowed, and the court may 
award to the prevailing party a reasonable attorney’s fee as part of 
the costs.

Cha pte r  3—Copy righ t  Office

§ 201. Copyright office; preservation of records.
§ 202. Register, assistant register, and subordinates.
§ 203. Same; deposit of moneys received; reports.
§ 204. Same; bond.
§ 205. Same; annual report.
§ 206. Seal of copyright office.
§ 207. Rules for registration of claims.
§ 208. Record books in copyright office.
§ 209. Certificates of registration; effect as evidence; receipt for copies deposited. 
§ 210. Catalogs of copyright entries; effect as evidence.
§ 211. Same; distribution and sale; disposal of proceeds.
§ 212. Records and works deposited in copyright office open to public inspection; 

taking copies of entries.
§ 213. Disposition of articles deposited in office.
§ 214. Destruction of articles deposited in office remaining undisposed of; removal 

of by author or proprietor; manuscripts of unpublished works.
§ 215. Fees.

§ 201. Copyr ight  Offi ce  ; Pre se rvat ion  of  Rec ords .—All records 
and other things relating to copyrights required by law to be preserved 
shall be kept and preserved in the copyright office, Library of Congress, 
District of Columbia, and shall be under the control of the register of 
copyrights, who shall, under the direction and supervision of the 
Librarian of Congress, perform all the duties relating to the 
registration of copyrights.

§ 202. Regist er , Ass ist ant  Regist er , and  Subordinat es .—There 
shall be appointed by the Librarian of Congress a Register of Copy-
rights, and one Assistant Register of Copyrights, who shall have 
authority during the absence of the Register of Copyrights to attach 
the copyright office seal to all papers issued from the said office and to 
sign such certificates and other papers as may be necessary. There 
shall also be appointed by the Librarian such subordinate assistants to 
the register as may from time to time be authorized by law.

§ 203. Same  ; Dep osit  of  Mone ys  Receive d  : Rep orts .—The Register 
of Copyrights shall make daily deposits in some bank in the District of 
Columbia, designated for this purpose by the Secretary of the Treasury 
as a national depository, of all moneys received to be applied as copy-
right fees, and shall make weekly deposits with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in such manner as the latter shall direct, of all copyright 
fees actually applied under the provisions of this title, and annual 
deposits of sums received which it has not been possible to apply as 
copyright fees or to return to the remitters, and shall also make monthly 
reports to the Secretary of the Treasury and to the Librarian of Con-
gress of the applied copyright fees for each calendar month, together 
with a statement of all remittances received, trust funds on hand, 
moneys refunded, and unapplied balances.
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§ 204. Same  ; Bond .—The Register of Copyrights shall give bond 
to the United States in the sum of $20,000, in form to be approved by 
the General Counsel for the Department of the Treasury and with 
sureties satisfactory to the Secretary of the Treasury, for the faithful 
discharge of his duties.

§ 205. Sam e ; Annua l  Rep ort .—The Register of Copyrights shall 
make an annual report to the Librarian of Congress, to be printed 
in the annual report on the Library of Congress, of all copyright 
business for the previous fiscal year, including the number and kind 
of works which have been deposited in the copyright office during 
the fiscal year, under the provisions of this title.

§ 206. Seal  of  Copy rig ht  Off ice .—The seal used in the copyright 
office on July 1, 1909, shall be the seal of the copyright office, and by 
it all papers issued from the copyright office requiring authentication 
shall be authenticated.

§ 207. Rul es fo r Regis tr ation  of  Clai ms .—Subject to the 
approval of the Librarian of Congress, the Register of Copyrights 
shall be authorized to make rules and regulations for the registration 
of claims to copyright as provided by this title.

§ 208. Recor d Books  in  Copyri ght  Off ice .-—The Register of 
Copyrights shall provide and keep such record books in the copy-
right office as are required to carry out the provisions of this title, 
and whenever deposit has been made in the copyright office of a copy 
of any work under the provisions of this title he shall make entry 
thereof.

§ 209. Cer tific ate  of  Regist ration  ; Eff ect  as  Evide nce  ; Rece ipt  
for  Copie s  Dep osi te d .—In the case of each entry the person recorded 
as the claimant of the copyright shall be entitled to a certificate of 
registration under seal of the copyright office, to contain the name and 
address of said claimant, the name of the country of which the author 
of the work is a citizen or subject, and when an alien author domiciled 
in the United States at the time of said registration, then a statement 
of that fact, including his place of domicile, the name of the author 
(when the records of the copyright office shall show the same), the 
title of the work which is registered for which copyright is claimed, 
the date of the deposit of the copies of such work, the date of publica-
tion if the work has been reproduced in copies for sale, or publicly 
distributed, and such marks as to class designation and entry number 
as shall fully identify the entry. In the case of a book, the certificate 
shall also state the receipt of the affidavit, as provided by section 17 
of this title, and the date of the completion of the printing, or the date 
of the publication of the book, as stated in the said affidavit. The 
Register of Copyrights shall prepare a printed form for the said cer-
tificate, to be filled out in each case as above provided for in the case 
of all registrations made after July 1, 1909, and in the case of all 
previous registrations so far as the copyright office record books shall 
show such facts, which certificate, sealed with the seal of the copyright 
office, shall, upon .payment of the prescribed fee,.be given to any person 
making application for the same. Said certificate shall be admitted 
in any court as prima facie evidence of the facts stated therein. In 
addition to such certificate the register of copyrights shall furnish, 
upon request, without additional fee, a receipt for the copies of the 
work deposited to complete the registration.

§ 210. Cata log  of  Copyr ight  Entr ies  ; Effe ct  as  Evide nce .—The 
Register of Copyrights shall fully index all copyright registrations 
and assignments and shall print at periodic intervals a catalog of 
the titles of articles deposited and registered for copyright, together 
with suitable indexes, and at stated intervals shall print complete 
and indexed catalog for each class of copyright entries, and may
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thereupon, if expedient, destroy the original manuscript catalog 
cards containing the titles included in such printed volumes and 
representing the entries made during such intervals. The current 
catalog of copyright entries and the index volumes herein provided 
for shall be admitted in any court as prima facie evidence of the 
facts stated therein as regards any copyright registration.

§ 211. Sam e  ; Dist rib uti on  and  Sale  ; Dispos al  of  Proc ee ds .— 
The said printed current catalogs as they are issued shall be promptly 
distributed by the copyright office to the collectors of customs of 
the United States and to the postmasters of all exchange offices of 
receipt of foreign mails, in accordance with revised lists of such 
collectors of customs and postmasters prepared by the Secretary of 
the Treasury and the Postmaster General, and they shall also be 
furnished in whole or in part to all parties desiring them, at a price 
to be determined by the register of copyrights for each part of the 
catalog, not exceeding $10 for the complete yearly catalog of copy-
right entries. The consolidated catalogs and indexes shall also be 
supplied to all persons ordering them at such prices as may be 
determined to be reasonable, and all subscriptions for the catalogs 
shall be received by the Superintendent of Public Documents, who 
shall forward the said publications; and the moneys thus received 
shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States and accounted 
for under such laws and Treasury regulations as shall be in force 
at the time.

§ 212. Reco rds  and  Wor ks  Dep osi ted  in  Copy rig ht  Off ice  Ope n  
to  Publ ic  Insp ec tion  ; Taking  Copie s  of  Entrie s .—The record books 
of the copyright office, together with the indexes to such record books, 
and all works deposited and retained in the copyright office, shall be 
open to public inspection; and copies may be taken of the copyright 
entries actually made in such record books, subject to such safeguards 
and regulations as shall be prescribed by the Register of Copyrights 
and approved by the Librarian of Congress.

§ 213. Disp osi tio n  of  Artic les  Dep osit ed  in  Off ice .—Of the articles 
deposited in the copyright office under the provisions of the copyright 
laws of the United States, the Librarian of Congress shall determine 
what books and other articles shall be transferred to the permanent 
collections of the Library of Congress, including the law library, and 
what other books or articles shall be placed in the reserve collections of 
the Library of Congress for sale or exchange, or be transferred to other 
governmental libraries in the District of Columbia for use therein.

§ 214. Des tr uct ion  of  Art icl es  Deposi te d  in  Off ice  Rem aining  
Undisp ose d  of ; Rem oval  of  by  Auth or  or  Propr ietor ; Manusc rip ts  
of  Unpubl ishe d  Work s .—Of any articles undisposed of as above pro-
vided, together with all titles and correspondence relating thereto, the 
Librarian of Congress and the Register of Copyrights jointly shall, at 
suitable intervals, determine what of these received during any period 
of years it is desirable or useful to preserve in the permanent files of 
the copyright office, and, after due notice as hereinafter provided, may 
within their discretion cause the remaining articles and other things 
to be destroyed: Provided, That there shall be printed in the Catalog 
of Copyright Entries from February to November, inclusive, a state-
ment of the years of receipt of such articles and a notice to permit any 
author, copyright proprietor, or other lawful claimant to claim and 
remove before the expiration of the month of December of that year 
anything found which relates to any of his productions deposited or 
registered for copyright within the period of years stated, not reserved 
ordisposed of as provided for in this title. No manuscript of an unpub-
lished work shall be destroyed during its term of copyright without 
specific notice to the copyright proprietor of record, permitting him 
to claim and remove it.
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§ 215. Fee s .—The Register of Copyrights shall receive, and the 
persons to whom the services designated are rendered shall pay, the 
following fees: For the registration of any work subject to copyright, 
deposited under the provisions of this title, $2, which sum is to include 
a certificate of registration under seal: Provided, That in the case of 
any unpublished work registered under the provisions of section 12 
of this title, the fee for registration with certificate shall be $1, and 
in the case of a published photograph the fee shall be $1 where a 
certificate is not desired. For every additional certificate of regis-
tration made, $1. For recording and certifying any instrument 
of writing for the assignment of copyright, or any such license speci-
fied in section 1, subsection (e), of this title, or for any copy of such 
assignment or license, duly certified, $2 for each copyright office 
record-book page or additional fraction thereof over one-half page. 
For recording the notice of user or acquiescence specified in section 
1, subsection (e), of this title, $1 for each notice of not more than 
five titles. For comparing any copy of an assignment with the record 
of such document in the copyright office and certifying the same under 
seal, $2. For recording the renewal of copyright provided for in 
section 24 of this title, $1. For recording the transfer of the pro-
prietorship of copyrighted articles, 10 cents for each title of a book 
or other article, in addition to the fee prescribed for recording the 
instrument of assignment. For any requested search of copyright 
office records, indexes, or deposits, $1 for each hour of time con-
sumed in making such search: Provided, That only one registration 
at one fee shall be required in the case of several volumes of the same 
book deposited at the same time.

Sec . 2. The following sections or parts thereof of the Revised 
Statutes and Statutes at Large covering provisions codified in this Act, 
insofar as such provisions appear in title IT, United States Code and 
supplements thereto, as shown by the appended table, are hereby 
repealed: Provided, That any rights or liabilities now existing under 
such repealed sections or parts thereof shall not be affected by such 
repeal:

Revised Statutes and Statutes at Large States’codeed 
section 

Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, secs. 1, 64, 35 Stat. 1075,1088____________________ 1
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 2, 35 Stat. 1076__________________________ 2
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 3, 35 Stat. 1076___________________________ 3
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 4, 35 Stat. 1076____________________________ 4
Acts Mar. 4,1909, ch. 320, sec. 5, 35 Stat. 1076 ; Aug. 24,1912, ch. 356, 37 Stat.

488; July 31, 1939, ch. 396, sec. 2, 53 Stat. 1142_________________________ 5
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 6, 35 Stat. 1077___________________________ 6
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, secs. 7, 64, 35 Stat. 1077, 1088__________________ 7
Acts Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 8, 35 Stat. 1077; Dec. 18, 1919, ch. 11, 41 Stat.

369; Sept. 25, 1941, ch. 421, 55 Stat. 732________________________________ 8
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 9, 35 Stat. 1077_____________________________ 9
Act Mar. 4,1909, ch. 320, sec. 10, 35 Stat. 1078_____________________________ 10
Acts Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 11, 35 Stat. 1078; Aug. 24, 1912, ch. 356, 37

Stat. 488-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 11
Acts Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 12, 35 Stat. 1078; Mar. 28, 1914, ch. 47, sec. 1,

38 Stat. 311__________________________________________________________ 12
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 13, 35 Stat. 1078___________________________ 13
Act Mar. 4,1909, ch. 320, sec. 14, 35 Stat. 1078_____________________________ 14
Acts Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 15, 35 Stat. 1078; July 3, 1926, ch. 743, 44

Stat. 818_____________________________________________________________ 15
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 16, 35 Stat. 1079_____________________________ 16
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 17, 35 Stat. 1079_____________________________ 17
Acts June 18, 1874, ch. 301, sec. 1, 18 Stat. 78; Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, secs. 18,

64, 35 Stat. 1079, 1088________________________________________________ 18
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 19, 35 Stat. 1079___________________________ 19
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 20, 35 Stat. 1080____________________________ 20
Acts Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 21, 35 Stat. 1080; Dec. 18, 1919, ch. 11, 41

Stat. 369_____________________________________________________________ 21
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Revised Statutes and Statutes at Large—Continued
Title 17, United 

States Code, 
section

Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 22, 35 Stat. 1080____________________________ 22
Acts Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 23, 35 Stat. 1080; Mar. 15, 1940, ch. 57, 54

Stat. 51______________________________________________________________ 23
R. S., sec. 4953; Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, secs. 24, 64, 35 Stat. 1080,1088____ 24
Acts Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 25, 35 Stat. 1081; Aug. 24, 1912, ch. 356, 37

Stat. 489_____________________________________________________________ 25
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 26, 35 Stat. 1082____________________________ 26
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 27, 35 Stat. 1082____________________________ 27
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 28, 35 Stat. 1082_____________________________ 28
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 29, 35 Stat. 1082____________________________ 29
Act Mar. 4,1909, ch. 320, sec. 30, 35 Stat. 1082_____________________________ 30
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 31, 35 Stat. 1082____________________________ 31
Act Mar. 4,1909, ch. 320, sec. 32, 35 Stat. 1083_____________________________ 32
Acts Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 33, 35 Stat. 1083; Apr. 11, 1940, ch. 81, 54

Stat. 106_____________________________________________________________ 33
Acts Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 34, 35 Stat. 1084; May 17, 1932, ch. 190, 47

Stat. 158; June 25, 1936, ch. 804, 49 Stat. 1921_________________________ 34
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 35, 35 Stat. 1084___________________________ 35
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 36, 35 Stat. 1084___________________________ 36
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 37, 35 Stat. 1084___________________________ 37
Act Mar. 4,1909, ch. 320, sec. 38, 35 Stat. 1084____________________________ 38
Act, Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 39, 35 Stat. 1084___________________________ 39
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 40, 35 Stat. 1084__________________________ 40
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 41, 35 Stat. 1084__________________________ 41
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 42, 35 Stat. 1084___________________________ 42
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 43, 35 Stat. 1084__________________________ 43
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 44, 35 Stat. 1084___________________________ 44
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 45, 35 Stat. 1085__________________________ 45
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 46, 35 Stat. 1085__________________________ 46
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 47, 35 Stat. 1085__________________________ 47
Acts Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 48, 35 Stat. 1085; Mar. 4, 1923, ch. 265, sec.

1, 42 Stat. 1488______________________________________________________ 48
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 49, 35 Stat. 1085__________________________ 49
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 50, 35 Stat. 1085__________________________ 50
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 51, 35 Stat. 1085___________________________ 51
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 52, 35 Stat. 1085__________________________ 52
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 53, 35 Stat. 1085__________________________ 53
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 54, 35 Stat. 1086___________________________ 54
Acts Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, secs. 55, 64, 35 Stat. 1086, 1088; Mar. 2, 1913, 

rh 07 87 8tnt 724 55
Act Mar’. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 56, 35 Stat. 1086__________________________ 56
Acts Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 57, 35 Stat. 1086; May 23, 1928, ch. 704, sec.

1, 45 Stat. 713_______________________________________________________ 57
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 58, 35 Stat. 1086___________________________ 58
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 59, 35 Stat. 1087___________________________ 59
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 60, 35 Stat. 1087___________________________ 60
Acts Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 61, 35 Stat. 1087; May 23, 1928, ch. 704, sec.

1, 45 Stat. 714_______________________________________________________ 61
Act Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 320, sec. 62, 35 Stat. 1087__________________________ 62
Act July 31, 1939, ch. 396, sec. 3, 53 Stat. 1142__________________________ 64
Act July 31, 1939, ch. 396, sec. 4, 53 Stat. 1142__________________________ 65
Act June 27, 1938, ch. 10, sec. 1 (last proviso), 52 Stat. 6_______________

Title 39, U. S. C., sec. 371 (last proviso)
Approved July 30, 1947.

[CHAPTER 392]
AN ACT

To codify and enact into positive law, title 9 of the United States Code, entitled 
“Arbitration”.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That title 9 of the 
United States Code, entitled “Arbitration”, is codified and enacted into 
positive law and may be cited as “9 U. S. C., § —”, as follows:
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July 30,1947 
[H. R. 2084] 

[Public Law 282]

Title 9, U. S. Code.
Codification and en-

actment into positive 
law.
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