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“And, on this 8th day of July, 1947, JAMES H. DUFF has affixed 
his signature hereto as Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania and caused the great seal of the Commonwealth to be attached 
thereto.

“Jas . H. Duf f  
“Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania?' 

(gre at  sea l )
Approved August 4, 1947.

[CHAPTER 481]
AN ACT

To provide an extension of time for claiming credit or refund with, respect to war 
losses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled. That if a claim for 
credit or refund under the internal-revenue laws relates to an over-
payment on account of the deductibility by the taxpayer of a loss in 
respect of property considered destroyed or seized under section 127 
(a) of the Internal Revenue Code, relating to war losses, for a taxable 
year beginning in 1941 or 1942, the three-year period of limitation 
prescribed in section 322 (b) (1) of the Internal Revenue Code shall 
in no event expire prior to December 31, 1948. In the case of such a 
claim filed on or before December 31, 1948, the amount of the credit 
or refund may exceed the portion of the tax paid within the period 
provided in section 322 (b) (2) or (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, 
whichever is applicable, to the extent of the amount of the overpay-
ment attributable to the deductibility of the loss described in this 
section.

Approved August 4, 1947.

[CHAPTER 482]
JOINT RESOLUTION

Authorizing the President to bring into effect an agreement between the United 
States and the United Nations for the purpose of establishing the permanent 
headquarters of the United Nations in the United States and authorizing the 
taking of measures necessary to facilitate compliance with the provisions of 
such agreement, and for other purposes.

Whereas the Charter of the United Nations was signed on behalf of the 
United States on June 26, 1945, and was ratified on August 8, 1945, 
by the President of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, and the instrument of ratification of the said 
Charter was deposited on August 8, 1945; and

Whereas the said Charter of the United Nations came into force with 
respect to the United States on October 24, 1945; and

Whereas article 104 of the Charter provides that “The Organization 
shall enjoy in the territory of each of its Members such legal capacity 
as may be necessary for the exercise of its functions and the fulfill-
ment of its purposes”; and

Whereas article 105 of the Charter provides that:
“1. The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of each of its 

Members such privileges and immunities as are necessary for the 
fulfillment of its purposes.

“2. Representatives of the Members of the United Nations and 
officials of the Organization shall similarly enjoy such privileges 
and immunities as are necessary for the independent exercise of 
their functions in connection with the Organization.
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“3. The General Assembly may make recommendations with a 
view to determining the details of the application of paragraphs 
1 and 2 of this article or may propose conventions to the Members 
of the United Nations for this purpose.”; and

Whereas article 28 and other articles of the Charter of the United 
Nations contemplate the establishment of a seat for the permanent 
headquarters of the Organization; and

Whereas the interim arrangements concluded on June 26,1945, by the 
governments represented at the United Nations Conference on Inter-
national Organization instructed the Preparatory Commission 
established in pursuance of the arrangements to “make studies and 
prepare recommendations concerning the location of the permanent 
headquarters of the Organization”; and

Whereas during the labors of the said Preparatory Commission, the 
Congress of the United States in H. Con. Res. 75, passed unanimously 
by the House of Representatives December 10, 1945, and agreed to 
unanimously by the Senate December 11, 1945, invited the United 
Nations “to locate the seat of the United Nations Organization 
within the United States”; and

Whereas the General Assembly on December 14, 1946, resolved “that 
the permanent headquarters of the United Nations shall be estab-
lished in New York City in the area bounded by First Avenue, East 
Forty-eighth Street, the East River, and East Forty-second 
Street”; and

Whereas the General Assembly resolved on December 14, 1946, “That 
the Secretary-General be authorized to negotiate and conclude with 
the appropriate authorities of the United States of America an 
agreement concerning the arrangements required as a result of the 
establishment of the permanent headquarters of the United Nations 
in the city of New York” and to be guided in these negotiations by 
the provisions of a preliminary draft agreement which had been 
negotiated by the Secretary-General and the Secretary of State of 
the United States; and

Whereas the General Assembly resolved on December 14, 1946, that 
pending the coming into force of the agreement referred to above 
“the Secretary-General be authorized to negotiate and conclude 
arrangements with the appropriate authorities of the United States 
of America to determine on a provisional basis the privileges, 
immunities, and facilities needed in connection with the temporary 
headquarters of the United Nations.”; and

Whereas the Secretary of State of the United States, after consulta-
tion with the appropriate authorities of the State and city of New 
York, signed at Lake Success, New York, on June 26, 1947, on 
behalf of the United States an agreement with the United Nations 
regarding the headquarters of the United Nations, which agree-
ment is incorporated herein; and

Whereas the aforesaid agreement provides that it shall be brought 
into effect by an exchange of notes between the United States and 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations: Therefore be it 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assembled., That the President is 
hereby authorized to bring into effect on the part of the United States 
the agreement between the United States of America and the United 
Nations regarding the headquarters of the United Nations, signed at 
Lake Success, New York, on June 26, 1947 (hereinafter referred to as 
the “agreement”), with such changes therein not contrary to the gen-
eral tenor thereof and not imposing any additional obligations on the 
United States as the President may deem necessary and appropriate,
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and at his discretion, after consultation with the appropriate State 
and local authorities, to enter into such supplemental agreements with 
the United Nations as may be necessary to fulfill the purposes of the 
said agreement: Provided, That any supplemental agreement entered 
into pursuant to section 5 of the agreement incorporated herein shall 
be submitted to the Congress for approval. The agreement follows:

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA REGARDING THE 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS

The  Unit ed  Nati ons  and  the  Unit ed  Stat es  of  Ame ric a  :

Desiring to conclude an agreement for the purpose of carrying 
out the Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 14 December 
1946 to establish the seat of the United Nations in The City of New 
York and to regulate questions arising as a result thereof;

Have appointed as their representatives for this purpose:
The United Nations:

Tryg ve  Lie ,
Secretary-General,

and
The United States of America:

Geo rge  C. Marsha ll ,
Secretary of State,

Who have agreed as follows:

Art icl e I—Def init ions

sec tion  1

In this agreement:
(a) The expression “headquarters district” means (1) the area 

defined as such in Annex 1, (2) any other lands or buildings which 
from time to time may be included therein by supplemental agree-
ment with the appropriate American authorities;

(b) the expression “appropriate American authorities” means such 
federal, state, or local authorities in the United States as may be 
appropriate in the context and in accordance with the laws and 
customs of the United States, including the laws and customs of the 
state and local government involved;

(c) the expression “General Convention” means the Convention 
on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations approved by 
the General Assembly of the United Nations 13 February 1946, as 
acceded to by the United States;

(d) the expression “United Nations” means the international 
organization established by the Charter of the United Nations, here-
inafter referred to as the “Charter”;

(e) the expression “Secretary-General” means the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations.

Art icl e  II—The  Head quar te rs  Dist ric t

SECTION 2

The seat of the United Nations shall be the headquarters district.
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SECTION 3

The appropriate American authorities shall take whatever action 
may be necessary to assure that the United Nations shall not be 
dispossessed of its property in the headquarters district, except as 
provided in Section 22 in the event that the United Nations ceases 
to use the same; provided that the United Nations shall reimburse 
the appropriate American authorities for any costs incurred, after 
consultation with the United Nations, in liquidating by eminent 
domain proceedings or otherwise any adverse claims.

SECTION 4

(a) The United Nations may establish and operate in the head-
quarters district:

(1) its own short-wave sending and receiving radio broad-
casting facilities (including emergency link equipment) which 
may be used on the same frequencies (within the tolerances 
prescribed for the broadcasting service by applicable United 
States regulations) for radiotelegraph, radioteletype, radiotele-
phone, radiotelephoto, and similar services;

(2) one point-to-point circuit between the headquarters district 
and the office of the United Nations in Geneva (using single 
sideband equipment) to be used exclusively for the exchange 
of broadcasting programs and interoffice communications;

(3) low power micro-wave, low or medium frequency facilities 
for communication within headquarters buildings only, or such 
other buildings as may temporarily be used by the United Nations;

(4) facilities for point-to-point communication to the same 
extent and subject to the same conditions as permitted under 
applicable rules and regulations for amateur operation in the 
United States, except that such rules and regulations shall not 
be applied in a manner inconsistent with the inviolability of the 
headquarters district provided by Section 9 (a);

(5) such other radio facilities as may be specified by supple-
mental agreement between the United Nations and the appro-
priate American authorities.

(b) The United Nations shall make arrangements for the operation 
of the services referred to in this section with the International Tele-
communication Union, the appropriate agencies of the Government 
of the United States and the appropriate agencies of other affected 
governments with regard to all frequencies and similar matters.

(c) The facilities provided for in this section may, to the extent 
necessary for efficient operation, be established and operated outside 
the headquarters district. The appropriate American authorities 
will, on request of the United Nations, make arrangements, on such 
terms and in such manner as may be agreed upon by supplemental 
agreement, for the acquisition or use by the United Nations of appro-
priate premises for such purposes and the inclusion of such premises 
in the headquarters district.

SECTION 5

In the event that the United Nations should find it necessary and 
desirable to establish and operate an aerodrome, the conditions for the 
location, use and operation of such an aerodrome and the conditions 
under which there shall be entry into and exit therefrom shall be the 
subject of a supplemental agreement.
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SECTION 6

In the event that the United Nations should propose to organize its 
own postal service, the conditions under which such service shall be 
set up shall be the subject of a supplemental agreement.

Art icl e III—Law  and  Authorit y  in  the  Head quart er s Dist rict

SECTION 7

(a) The headquarters district shall be under the control and 
authority of the United Nations as provided in this agreement.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this agreement or in the Gen-
eral Convention, the federal, state and local law of the United States 
shall apply within the headquarters district.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this agreement or in the 
General Convention, the federal, state and local courts of the United 
States shall have jurisdiction over acts done and transactions taking 
place in the headquarters district as provided in applicable federal, 
state and local laws.

(d) The federal, state and local courts of the United States, when 
dealing with cases arising out of or relating to acts done or transac-
tions taking place in the headquarters district, shall take into account 
the regulations enacted by the United Nations under Section 8.

SECTION 8

The United Nations shall have the power to make regulations, 
operative within the headquarters district, for the purpose of estab-
lishing therein conditions in all respects necessary for the full 
execution of its functions. No federal, state or local law or regulation 
of the United States which is inconsistent with a regulation of the 
United Nations authorized by this section shall, to the extent of such 
inconsistency, be applicable within the headquarters district. Any 
dispute, between the United Nations and the United States, as to 
whether a regulation of the United Nations is authorized by this sec-
tion or as to whether a federal, state or local law or regulation is 
inconsistent with any regulation of the United Nations authorized by 
this section, shall be promptly settled as provided in Section 21. 
Pending such settlement, the regulation of the United Nations shall 
apply, and the federal, state or local law or regulation shall be inap-
plicable in the headquarters district to the extent that the United 
Nations claims it to be inconsistent with the regulation of the United 
Nations. This section shall not prevent the reasonable application of 
fire protection regulations of the appropriate American authorities.

SECTION 9

(a) The headquarters district shall be inviolable. Federal, state 
or local officers or officials of the United States, whether administra-
tive, judicial, military or police, shall not enter the headquarters 
district to perform any official duties therein except with the consent 
of and under conditions agreed to by the Secretary-General. The 
service of legal process, including the seizure of private property, may 
take place within the headquarters district only with the consent of 
and under conditions approved by the Secretary-General.

(b) Without prejudice to the provisions of the General Convention 
or Article IV of this agreement, the United Nations shall prevent the 
headquarters district from becoming a refuge either for persons who 
are avoiding arrest under the federal, state, or local law of the United
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States or are required by the Government of the United States for 
extradition to another country, or for persons who are endeavoring 
to avoid service of legal process.

SECTION 10

The United Nations may expel or exclude persons from the head-
quarters district for violation of its regulations adopted under Section 
8 or for other cause. Persons who violate such regulations shall be 
subject to other penalties or to detention under arrest only in accord-
ance with the provisions of such laws or regulations as may be adopted 
by the appropriate American authorities.

Art icl e IV—Communic ations  and  Transi t

SECTION 11

The federal, state or local authorities of the United States shall not 
impose any impediments to transit to or from the headquarters district 
of (1) representatives of Members or officials of the United Nations, 
or of specialized agencies as defined in Article 57, paragraph 2, of 
the Charter, or the families of such representatives or officials, (2) 
experts performing missions for the United Nations or for such spe-
cialized agencies, (3) representatives of the press, or of radio, film 
or other information agencies, who have been accredited by the United 
Nations (or by such a specialized agency) in its discretion after con-
sultation with the United States, (4) representatives of nongov-
ernmental organizations recognized by the United Nations for the 
purpose of consultation under Article 71 of the Charter, or (5) other 
persons invited to the headquarters district by the United Nations or 
by such specialized agency on official business. The appropriate 
American authorities shall afford any necessary protection to such 
persons while in transit to or from the headquarters district. This 
section does not apply to general interruptions of transportation 
which are to be dealt with as provided in Section 17, and does not 
impair the effectiveness of generally applicable laws and regulations 
as to the operation of means of transportation.

SECTION 12

The provisions of Section 11 shall be applicable irrespective of the 
relations existing between the Governments of the persons referred to 
in that section and the Government of the United States.

SECTION 13

(a) Laws and regulations in force in the United States regarding the 
entry of aliens shall not be applied in such manner as to interfere with 
the privileges referred to in Section 11. When visas are required for 
persons referred to in that Section, they shall be granted without 
charge and as promptly as possible.

(b) Laws and regulations in force in the United States regarding 
the residence of aliens shall not be applied in such manner as to inter-
fere with the privileges referred to in Section 11 and, specifically, shall 
not be applied in such manner as to require any such person to leave 
the United States on account of any activities performed by him in his 
official capacity. In case of abuse of such privileges of residence by 
any such person in activities in the United States outside his official 
capacity, it is understood that the privileges referred to in Section 11
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shall not be construed to grant him exemption from the laws and regu-
lations of the United States regarding the continued residence of aliens, 
provided that:

(1) No proceedings shall be instituted under such laws or regu-
lations to require any such person to leave the United States except 
with the prior approval of the Secretary of State of the United 
States. Such approval shall be given only after consultation with 
the appropriate Member in the case of a representative of a 
Member (or a member of his family) or with the Secretary-Gen-
eral or the principal executive officer of the appropriate specialized 
agency in the case of any other person referred to in Section 11;

(2) A representative of the Member concerned, the Secretary- 
General, or the principal executive officer of the appropriate 
specialized agency, as the case may be, shall have the right to 
appear in any such proceedings on behalf of the person against 
whom they are instituted;

(3) Persons who are entitled to diplomatic privileges and 
immunities under Section 15 or under the General Convention shall 
not be required to leave the United States otherwise than in 
accordance with the customary procedure applicable to diplomatic 
envoys accredited to the United States.

(c) This section does not prevent the requirement of reasonable 
evidence to establish that persons claiming the rights granted by Sec-
tion 11 come within the classes described in that section, or the reason-
able application of quarantine and health regulations.

r (d) Except as provided above in this section and in the General 
Convention, the United States retains full control and authority over 
the entry of persons or property into the territory of the United States 
and the conditions under which persons may remain or reside there.

(e) The Secretary-General shall, at the request of the appropriate 
American authorities, enter into discussions with such authorities, with 
a view to making arrangements for registering the arrival and depar-
ture of persons who have been granted visas valid only for transit to 
and from the headquarters district and sojourn therein and in its 
immediate vicinity.

(f) The United Nations shall, subject to the foregoing provisions 
' of this section, have the exclusive right to authorize or prohibit entry 

of persons and property into the headquarters district and to prescribe 
the conditions under which persons may remain or reside there.

SECTION 14

The Secretary-General and the appropriate American authorities 
shall, at the request of either of them, consult as to methods of facili-
tating entrance into the United States, and the use of available means 
of transportation, by persons coming from abroad who wish to visit 
the headquarters district and do not enjoy the rights referred to in 
this Article.

Art icl e  V—Res ide nt  Rep re se ntat ives  to  the  Unit ed  Nat ions

SECTION 15

(1) Every person designated by a Member as the principal resident 
representative to the United Nations of such Member or as a 
resident representative with the rank of ambassador _or minister 
plenipotentiary,

(2) such resident members of their staffs as may be agreed upon 
between the Secretary-General, the Government of the United States 
and the Government of the Member concerned,
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(3) every person designated by a Member of a specialized agency, 
as defined in Article 57, paragraph 2, of the Charter, as its principal 
resident representative, with the rank of ambassador or minister 
plenipotentiary, at the headquarters of such agency in the United 
States, and

(4) such other principal resident representatives of members to 
a specialized agency and such resident members of the staffs of repre-
sentatives to a specialized agency as may be agreed upon between the 
principal executive officer of the specialized agency, the Government 
of the United States and the Government of the Member concerned, 
shall, whether residing inside or outside the headquarters district, 
be entitled in the territory of the United States to the same privileges 
and immunities, subject to corresponding conditions and obligations, 
as it accords to diplomatic envoys accredited to it. In the case of 
Members whose governments are not recognized by the United States, 
such privileges and immunities need be extended to such representa-
tives, or persons on the staffs of such representatives, only within the 
headquarters district, at their residences and offices outside the 
district, in transit between the district and such residences and offices, 
and in transit on official business to or from foreign countries.

Art icl e  VI—Poli ce  Prot ec ti on  of  the  Headquart ers  Dist ric t

SECTION 16

(a) The appropriate American authorities shall exercise due dili-
gence to ensure that the tranquility of the headquarters district is 
not disturbed by the unauthorized entry of groups of persons from 
outside or by disturbances in its immediate vicinity and shall cause 
to be provided on the boundaries of the headquarters district such 
police protection as is required for these purposes.

(b) If so requested by the Secretary-General, the appropriate 
American authorities shall provide a sufficient number of police for 
the preservation of law and order in the headquarters district, and 
for the removal therefrom of persons as requested under the authority 
of the United Nations. The United Nations shall, if requested, enter 
into arrangements with the appropriate American authorities to 
reimburse them for the reasonable cost of such services.

Art icl e  VII—Publ ic  Servic es  and  Prot ec tion  of  the  
Hea dqu ar te rs  Dist ric t

SECTION 17

(a) The appropriate American authorities will exercise to the 
extent requested by the Secretary-General the powers which they 
possess with respect to the supplying of public services to ensure that 
the headquarters district shall be supplied on equitable terms with 
the necessary public services, including electricity, water, gas, post, 
telephone, telegraph, transportation, drainage, collection of refuse, 
fire protection, snow removal, et cetera. In case of any interruption or 
threatened interruption of any such services, the appropriate Ameri- 
can authorities will consider the needs of the United Nations as being 
of equal importance with the similar needs of essential agencies of 
the Government of the United States, and will take steps accordingly, 
to ensure that the work of the United Nations is not prejudiced.

(b) Special provisions with reference to maintenance of utilities 
and underground construction are contained in Annex 2.
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SECTION 18

The appropriate American authorities shall take all reasonable steps 
to ensure that the amenities of the headquarters district are not preju-
diced and the purposes for which the district is required are not 
obstructed by any use made of the land in the vicinity of the district. 
The United Nations shall on its part take all reasonable steps to ensure 
that the amenities of the land in the vicinity of the headquarters 
district are not prejudiced by any use made of the land in the head-
quarters district by the United Nations.

SECTION 19

It is agreed that no form of racial or religious discrimination shall 
be permitted within the headquarters district.

Art icl e VIII—Matt ers  Rel at ing  to  the  Oper at ion  of  This  
Agree me nt

SECTION 2 0

The Secretary-General and the appropriate American authorities 
shall settle by agreement the channels through which they will com-
municate regarding the application of the provisions of this agreement 
and other questions affecting the headquarters district, and may enter 
into such supplemental agreements as may be necessary to fulfill the 
purposes of this agreement. In making supplemental agreements with 
the Secretary-General, the United States shall consult with the appro-
priate state and local authorities. If the Secretary-General so requests, 
the Secretary of State of the United States shall appoint a special 
representative for the purpose of liaison with the Secretary-General.

SECTION 21

(a) Any dispute between the United Nations and the United 
States concerning the interpretation or application of this agreement 
or of any supplemental agreement, which is not settled by negotiation 
or other agreed mode of settlement, shall be referred for final decision 
to a tribunal of three arbitrators, one to be named by the Secretary- 
General, one to be named by the Secretary of State of the United 
States, and the third to be chosen by the two, or, if they should fail 
to agree upon a third, then by the President of the International 
Court of Justice.

(b) The Secretary-General or the United States may ask the 
General Assembly to request of the International Court of Justice 
an advisory opinion on any legal question arising in the course of 
such proceedings. Pending the receipt of the opinion of the Court, 
an interim decision of the arbitral tribunal shall be observed on both 
parties. Thereafter, the arbitral tribunal shall render a final 
decision, having regard to the opinion of the Court.

Art icl e  IX—Misce ll ane ous  Pro vis ion s

SECTION 2 2

(a) The United Nations shall not dispose of all or any part of 
the land owned by it in the headquarters district without the consent 
of the United States. If the United States is unwilling to consent 
to a disposition which the United Nations wishes to make of all or 
any part of such land, the United States shall buy the same from
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the United Nations at a price to be determined as provided in 
paragraph (d) of this section.

(b) If the seat of the United Nations is removed from the head-
quarters district, all right, title and interest of the United Nations 
in and to real property in the headquarters district or any part of 
it shall, on request of either the United Nations or the United States, 
be assigned and conveyed to the United States. In the absence of 
such request, the same shall be assigned and conveyed to the sub-
division of a state in which it is located or, if such subdivision shall 
not desire it, then to the state in which it is located. If none of the 
foregoing desires the same, it may be disposed of as provided in 
paragraph (a) of this section.

(c) If the United Nations disposes of all or any part of the head-
quarters district, the provisions of other sections of this agreement 
which apply to the headquarters district shall immediately cease to 
apply to the land and buildings so disposed of.

(d) The price to be paid for any conveyance under this section 
shall, in default of agreement, be the then fair value of the land, 
buildings and installations, to be determined under the procedure 
provided in Section 21.

SECTION 2 3

The seat of the United Nations shall not be removed from the head-
quarters district unless the United Nations should so decide.

SECTION 2 4

This agreement shall cease to be in force if the seat of the United 
Nations is removed from the territory of the United States, _ except 
for such provisions as may be applicable in connection with the 
orderly termination of the operations of the United Nations at its 
seat in the United States and the disposition of its property therein.

SECTION 2 5

Wherever this agreement imposes obligations on the appropriate 
American authorities, the Government of the United States shall have 
the ultimate responsibility for the fulfillment of such obligations by 
the appropriate American authorities.

SECTION 2 6

The provisions of this agreement shall be complementary to the 
provisions of the General Convention. In so far as any provision of 
this agreement and any provisions of the General Convention relate 
to the same subject matter, the two provisions shall, wherever possible, 
be treated as complementary, so that both provisions shall be appli-
cable and neither shall narrow the effect of the other; but in any case 
of absolute conflict, the provisions of this agreement shall prevail.

SECTION 2 7

This agreement shall be construed in the light of its primary pur-
pose to enable the United Nations at its headquarters in the United 
States, fully and efficiently to discharge its responsibilities and fulfill 
its purposes.

SECTION 2 8

This agreement shall be brought into effect by an exchange of notes 
between the Secretary-General, duly authorized pursuant to a resolu-
tion of the General Assembly of the United Nations, and the appro-
priate executive officer of the United States, duly authorized pursuant 
to appropriate action of the Congress.
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In  wit ne ss  whe re of  the respective representatives have signed 
this Agreement and have affixed their seals hereto.

Done  in duplicate, in the English and French languages, both 
authentic, at Lake Success the twenty-sixth day of June 1947.

For the Government of the United States of America:
G. C. Mars hall

Secretary of State
For the United Nations:

Try gve  Lie
Secretary-General

Annex  1
The area referred to in Section 1 (a) (1) consists of (a) the premises 

bounded on the East by the westerly side of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Drive, on the West by the easterly side of First Avenue, on the North 
by the southerly side of East Forty-eighth Street, and on the South by 
the northerly side of East Forty-second Street, all as proposed to be 
widened, in the Borough of Manhattan, City and State of New York, 
and (b) an easement over Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive, above a lower 
limiting plane to be fixed for the construction and maintenance of an 
esplanade, together with the structures thereon and foundations and 
columns to support the same in locations below such limiting plane, the 
entire area to be more definitely defined by supplemental agreement 
between the United Nations and the United States of America.

Annex  2—Maint en anc e  of  Util itie s  and  Underground  
Constr uct ion

se ct ion  1

The Secretary-General agrees to provide passes to duly authorized 
employees of The City of New York, the State of New York, or any 
of their agencies or subdivisions, for the purpose of enabling them to 
inspect, repair, maintain, reconstruct and relocate utilities, conduits, 
mains and sewers within the headquarters district.

SECTION 2

Underground constructions may be undertaken by The City of New 
York, or the State of New York, or any of their agencies or sub-
divisions, within the headquarters district only after consultation with 
the Secretary-General, and under conditions which shall not disturb 
the carrying out of the functions of the United Nations.

Sec . 2. For the purpose of carrying out the obligations of the 
United States under said agreement and supplemental agreements with 
respect to United States assurances that the United Nations shall not 
be dispossessed of its property in the headquarters district, and with 
respect to the establishment of radio facilities and the possible estab-
lishment of an airport:

(a) The President of the United States, or any official or govern-
mental agency authorized by the President, may acquire in the name 
of the United States any property or interest therein by purchase, 
donation, or other means of transfer, or may cause proceedings to be 
instituted for the acquisition of the same by condemnation.

(b) Upon the request of the President, or such officer as the President 
may designate, the Attorney General of the United States shall cause 
such condemnation or other proceedings to be instituted in the name of 
the United States in the district court of the United States for the
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district in which the property is situated and such court shall have full 
jurisdiction of such proceedings, and any condemnation proceedings 
shall be conducted in accordance with the Act of August 1, 1888 (25 
Stat. 357), as amended, and the Act of February 26, 1931 (46 Stat. 
1421), as amended.

(c) After the institution of any such condemnation proceedings, 
possession of the property may be taken at any time the President, or 
such officer as he may designate, determines is necessary, and the court 
shall enter such orders as may be necessary to effect entry and 
occupancy of the property.

(d) The President of the United States, or any officer or govern-
mental agency duly authorized by the President, may, in the name 
of the United States, transfer or convey possession of and title to any 
interest in any property acquired or held by the United States, pur-
suant to paragraph (a) above, to the United Nations on the terms pro-
vided in the agreement or in any supplemental agreement, and shall 
execute and deliver such conveyances and other instruments and 
perform such other acts in connection therewith as may be necessary 
to carry out the provisions of the agreement.

(e) There are authorized to be appropriated, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, such sums as may be 
required to enable the United States to carry out the undertakings 
hereby authorized: Provided, That any money appropriated under this 
authorization shall be spent only on a basis of reimbursement by the 
United Nations in accordance with section 3 of the agreement, and 
that the money thus reimbursed shall be deposited and covered into 
the Treasury of the United States as miscellaneous receipts.

Sec . 3. The President, or the Secretary of State under his direction, 
is authorized to enter into agreements with the State of New York or 
any other State of the United States and to the extent not incon-
sistent with State law, with any one or more of the political subdivi-
sions thereof in aid of effectuating the provisions of the agreement.

Sec . 4. Any States, or, to the extent not inconsistent with State law 
any political subdivisions thereof, affected by the establishment of the 
headquarters of the United Nations in the United States are authorized 
to enter into agreements with the United Nations or with each other 
consistent with the agreement and for the purpose of facilitating com-
pliance with the same: Provided, That, except in cases of emergency 
and agreements of a routine contractual character, a representative of 
the United States, to be appointed by the Secretary of State, may, 
at the discretion of the Secretary of State, participate in the negotia-
tions, and that any such agreement entered into by such State or States 
or political subdivisions thereof shall be subject to approval by the 
Secretary of State.

Sec . 5. The President is authorized to make effective with respect 
to the temporary headquarters of the United Nations in the State of 
New York, on a provisional basis, such of the provisions of the agree-
ment as he may deem appropriate, having due regard for the needs 
of the United Nations at its temporary headquarters.

Sec . 6. Nothing in the agreement shall be construed as in any way 
diminishing, abridging, or weakening the right of the United States 
to safeguard its own security and completely to control the entrance of 
aliens into any territory of the United States other than the head-
quarters district and its immediate vicinity, as to be defined and fixed 
in a supplementary agreement between the Government of the United 
States and the United Nations in pursuance of section 13 (3) (e) of 
the agreement, and such areas as it is reasonably necessary to traverse 
in transit between the same and foreign countries. Moreover, nothing 
in section 14 of the agreement with respect to facilitating entrance
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[Public Law 359]

Reading, Pa.
Two-hundredth an-

niversary of founding.

PUBLIC LAWS—CHS. 482-484—AUG. 4, 1947 [61 Stat .

into the United States by persons who wish to visit the headquarters 
district and do not enjoy the right of entry provided in section 11 of 
the agreement shall be construed to amend or suspend in any way the 
immigration laws of the United States or to commit the United States 
in any way to effect any amendment or suspension of such laws.

Approved August 4, 1947.

[CHAPTER 483]
JOINT RESOLUTION

Fixing the date of meeting of the second regular session of the Eightieth Congress.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled. That the second regular 
session of the Eightieth Congress shall begin at noon on Tuesday, 
January 6,1948.

Approved August 4, 1947.

[CHAPTER 484]
JOINT RESOLUTION

Providing for the representation of the Government and people of the United 
States in the observance of the two-hundredth anniversary of the founding of 
the city of Reading, Pennsylvania.

Whereas two hundred years ago, in 1748, the city of Reading, the 
county seat of Berks County of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, was founded by Thomas and Richard Penn, sons of William 
Penn;and

Whereas it has decided jointly with Berks County, Pennsylvania, to 
fittingly mark the occasion by an appropriate bicentennial celebra-
tion from spring until fall 1948; and

Whereas the first defenders of the Colonies from beyond New England 
to reinforce General Washington’s troops in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, at the outbreak of the Revolutionary War were an armed 
company from Reading and Berks County; and

Whereas, during the period of the Revolution, Reading was a depot 
of military supplies, manufacturing cannon and munitions for the 
Continental Army, and was the site of the camp wherein were 
detained the Hessian prisoners captured at the Battle of Trenton; 
and

Whereas the first armed troops to enter the city of Washington, in 
answer to the call of President Lincoln in 1861 for seventy-five 
thousand volunteers, were from the city of Reading, Pennsylvania, 
thus again earning and perpetuating for their city the proud title 
of “First Defenders”; and

Whereas Reading and Berks County through the two centuries of their 
existence have in addition furnished many outstanding leaders of 
our Nation and of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and

Whereas Reading and Berks County have prominently contributed to 
the industrial life of the United States from the establishment of 
the first forges and iron foundries in the early eighteenth century 
to the present time, and today form a great industrial center, among 
the Nation’s leaders in many types of goods and wares; and

Whereas Berks County, of which Reading is the county seat, ranks 
fourth in Pennsylvania and thirty-eighth in the United States in 
agricultural production value; and

Whereas it is an important cosmopolitan center of the United States 
wherein the population represents a fusion and assimilation of the 
strains and heritage of almost all the nations of Europe in the best 
tradition of American life and spirit; and
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