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53 Stat. 1295.
D. C. Code §21-311.

Discharge.

Hospital by the staff of Saint Elizabeths Hospital. The Superin-
tendent of Saint Elizabeths Hospital is hereby authorized to receive 
and detain such persons, at the expense of the District of Columbia.”

Sec . 2. The fourth paragraph of section 2 of said Act is hereby 
amended to read:

“If as a result of examination, the staff of Gallinger Municipal 
Hospital or Saint Elizabeths Hospital shall find that any person 
detained in Gallinger Municipal Hospital or Saint Elizabeths Hospital 
pursuant to the provisions of this section is of sound mind, he shall be 
discharged forthwith by said Gallinger Municipal Hospital or Saint 
Elizabeths Hospital, and the petition, if any, shall be dismissed.”

Approved June 30, 1948.

June 30, 1948 
[H. R. 6829] 

[Public Law 862]

The Supplemental 
Independent Offices 
Appropriation Act, 
1949.

Ante, pp. 176, 1027.

60 Stat. 810.

Subsistence to wit-
nesses.

License or inspec-
tion fees; taxes.

60 Stat. 755.
42 U. S. C. §§ 1801- 

1819; Supp. I, § 1802 
note.

Post, p. 1259.
60 Stat. 810.

60 Stat. 903.

[CHAPTER 775]
AN ACT

Making supplemental appropriations for the Executive Office and sundry inde-
pendent executive bureaus, boards, commissions, and offices, for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1949, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following 
sums are appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for the Executive Office and sundry independent execu-
tive bureaus, boards, commissions, and offices, for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1949, namely:

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Off ice  for  Emergency  Manage me nt

OFFICE OF DEFENSE TRANSPORTATION

Salaries and expenses: For expenses necessary for the Office of 
Defense Transportation, including salary of the Director at not to 
exceed $12,000, and the Deputy Director at $10,000; personal services 
in the District of Columbia; not to exceed $54,000 for travel expenses, 
including expenses of attendance at meetings concerned with the work 
of the agency; not to exceed $6,500 for printing and binding; services 
as authorized by section 15 of the Act of August 2, 1946 (5 U. S. C. 
55a) ; $340,000, of which $60,000 shall be available exclusively for ter-
minal-leave payments: Provided, That the foregoing amounts may be 
obligated during the period ending February 28, 1949: Provided fur-
ther, That the payment of subsistence to witnesses shall be subject to 
certification by the Director of the Office of Defense Transportation 
or his designee, as to the necessity therefor: Provided further, That in 
operating any commercial railroad or truck line the Office of Defense 
Transportation shall pay whatever license or inspection fees and 
highway use compensation taxes such lines would have been obligated 
to pay had they continued in operation under the control of the 
owners thereof.

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
For expenses necessary to carry out the purposes of the Atomic 

Energy Act of 1946, including personal services in the District of 
Columbia and employment of aliens; purchase of land and interests 
in land; services as authorized by section 15 of the Act of August 2, 
1946 (5 U. S. C. 55a); purchase of passenger motor vehicles for replace-
ment only; purchase, maintenance, and operation of aircraft; printing 
and binding; health-service program as authorized by law (5 U. S. C. 
150); publication and dissemination of atomic information; payment
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of claims pursuant to section 403 of the Federal Tort Claims Act 
(28 U. S. C. 921); purchase, repair, and cleaning of uniforms; pur-
chase of newspapers and periodicals (not to exceed $8,000) and travel 
expenses (not to exceed $1,500,000); and payment of obligations 
incurred under prior year contract authorizations; $511,850,000, of 
which amount $100,000 may be expended for objects of a confidential 
nature and in any such case the certificate of the Commission as to 
the amount of the expenditure and that it is deemed inadvisable to 
specify the nature thereof shall be deemed a sufficient voucher for the 
sum therein expressed to have been expended; from which appropria-
tion transfers of sums may be made to other agencies of the Govern-
ment for the performance of the work for which this appropriation 
is made, and in such cases the sums so transferred may be merged with 
the appropriation to which transferred; and in addition to the amount 
herein provided, the Commission is authorized to contract for the pur-
poses of this appropriation during the fiscal year in an amount not 
exceeding $400,000,000: Provided, That no part of this appropriation 
shall be used to pay the salary of any officer or employee (except such 
officers and employees whose compensation is fixed by law, and scien-
tific and technical personnel) whose position would be subject to the 
Classification Act of 1923, as amended, if such Act were applicable 
to such position, at a rate in excess of the rate payable under such 
Act for positions of equivalent difficulty or responsibility.

HOUSING EXPEDITER

Salaries and expenses, Office of the Housing Expediter: For 
expenses necessary to carry out the functions of the Office of the Hous-
ing Expediter, including personal services in the District of Columbia; 
attendance at meetings of organizations concerned with rent control; 
hire of passenger motor vehicles; printing and binding; services as 
authorized by section 15 of the Act of August 2,1946 (5 U. S. C. 55a); 
not to exceed $5,000 for payment of claims pursuant to section 403 of 
the Federal Tort Claims Act (28 U. S. C. 921) ; and health service 
program as authorized by law (5 U. S. C. 150); $15,172,100: Provided, 
That the foregoing amounts may be obligated during the period ending 
March 31,1949: Provided further, That any employee of the Office of 
Housing Expediter is authorized and empowered, when designated for 
the purpose by the Housing Expediter, to administer to or take from 
any person an oath, affirmation, or affidavit when such instrument is 
required in connection with the performance of the functions or activi-
ties of the Housing Expediter: And provided further, That as to cases 
involving the functions transferred to the Office of the Housing Expe-
diter by Executive Order 9841, section 204 (e) of the Emergency 
Price Control Act of 1942, as amended, shall be considered as remain-
ing in full force and effect during fiscal year 1949.

UNITED STATES MARITIME COMMISSION
Salaries and expenses: For expenses necessary for carrying into 

effect the Merchant Marine Act, 1936, and other laws administered by 
the United States Maritime Commission, $68,360,775, within limita-
tions as follows:

Administrative expenses, including personal services in the District 
of Columbia; printing and binding; not to exceed $2,000 for news-
papers and periodicals; not to exceed $18,750 for services as authorized 
by section 15 of the Act of August 2, 1946 (5 U. S. C. 55a); and not 
to exceed $1,125 for entertainment of officials of other countries when 
specifically authorized by the Chairman; in all, not to exceed $10,- 
600,000: Provided, That during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1949, 

60 Stat. 843.
Ante, p. 1008.

Transfers of funds.

Contract authority.

Salary restriction.

42 Stat. 1488.
5U.S.C. §§661-674.

60 Stat. 810.

60 Stat. 843. 
Ante, p. 1008. 
60 Stat. 903.

Administration of 
oaths, etc.

50 U. S. C., Supp. I, 
app. § 601 note.

58 Stat. 639.
50 U. S. C., Supp. I, 

app. § 924 (e).

49 Stat. 1985.
46 U. S. C. § 1101 el 

seq.; Supp. I, § 1116a. 
etseq.

60 Stat. 810.
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61 Stat. 603.

Acquisition of cer-
tain vessels.

52 Stat. 961. 
46U.S.C. 51177(h).

60 Stat. 843.
Ante, p. 1008.
Transactions in-

volving sale, etc., of 
vessels.

60 Stat. 903.

the salaries of the Commissioners of the United States Maritime Com-
mission with the exception of the Chairman, shall be at the rate of 
$10,000 each per annum;

New ship construction, including reconditioning and betterment, 
$29,000,000; and, in addition, the Commission is authorized to enter 
into contracts for new ship construction in an amount not to exceed 
$75,000,000: Provided, That all authority granted to incur obligations 
for these purposes during 1948 and prior fiscal years not exercised prior 
to July 1,1948, is hereby revoked, except that not to exceed $99,000,000 
of the funds appropriated for “New ship construction, reconditioning, 
and betterment” in the Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 1948, 
shall continue to be available until September 30, 1948: Provided 
further, That the Commission may expend amounts to acquire the 
vessels Mariposa and Monterey and materials and equipment in con-
junction therewith on hand or committed for and expend the amounts 
necessary to complete the vessels, if required for the development and 
maintenance of the commerce of the United States and for use of the 
United States in time of war and national emergency, from any 
amounts available within this limitation;

Maintenance of shipyard facilities, $529,000;
Operation of warehouses, $792,000;
Operating-differential subsidies, $16,691,775 : Provided, That to the 

extent that the operating-differential subsidy accrual (computed on 
the basis of parity) is represented on the operator’s books by a con-
tingent accounts receivable item against the Commission as a partial 
or complete offset to the recapture accrual, the operator (1) shall be 
excused from making deposits in the Special Reserve Fund and, (2) as 
to the amount of such earnings the deposit of which is so excused, 
shall be entitled to the same tax treatment as though it had been depos-
ited in said Special Reserve Fund. To the extent that any amount 
paid to the operator by the Commission reduces the balance in the 
operator’s contingent receivable account against the Commission, such 
amount, unless it is forthwith deposited in the fund, shall be consid-
ered as withdrawn under Section 607 (h) of the Merchant Marine Act, 
1936, as amended;

Reserve fleet expense, $9,663,000;
Maintenance and operation of terminals, $585,000;
Miscellaneous expenses, including payment of claims pursuant to 

section 403 of the Federal Tort Claims Act (28 U. S. C. 921), $500,000.
Whenever, in connection with any transaction involving the sale, 

purchase, or requisition of any vessel, the United States shall be or 
become obligated to pay any sum to the other party to the transaction 
and said other party shall be or is indebted to the United States on 
account of any transaction involving the sale, purchase, or requisition 
of any vessel the amount so owing to the United States shall be 
deducted from the amount due the other party, and hereafter no officer 
or employee of the Government shall pay to such other party a sum 
greater than the net amount owing the other party.

Maritime training: For training personnel for the manning of the 
merchant marine (including operation of training stations at Kings 
Point, New York; Sheepshead Bay, New York; Pass Christian, Mis-
sissippi ; Saint Petersburg, Florida; and Alameda, California), includ-
ing not to exceed $3,300,000 for personal services (exclusive of pay of 
trainees) in the District of Columbia and elsewhere; expenses of 
attendance at meetings concerned with the work of the Commission 
when specifically authorized by the Chairman; printing and binding; 
health service program as authorized by law (5 U. S. C. 150) ; not 
to exceed $2,500 for contingencies for the Superintendent, United 
States Merchant Marine Academy, to be expended in his discretion;
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and not to exceed $126,896 for transfer to applicable appropriations 
of the Public Health Service for services rendered the Commission; 
$7,744,000, of which $75,000 shall be available for restoration or repair 
of buildings at the training station at Pass Christian, Mississippi.

State marine schools: To reimburse the State of California, $50,000; 
the State of Maine, $50,000; the State of Massachusetts, $50,000; and 
the State of New York, $50,000; for expenses incurred in the mainte-
nance and support of marine schools in such States as provided in the 
Act authorizing the establishment of marine schools, and so forth, 
approved March 4,1911, as amended (34 U. S. C. 1121-1123); and for 
the maintenance and repair of vessels loaned by the United States to 
the said States for use in connection with such State marine schools, 
$200,000; in all, $400,000..

Vessel operating functions: For expenses (other than administra-
tive expenses) necessary for carrying out, until March 1, 1949, the 
operating functions transferred to the United States Maritime Com-
mission by section 202 of the Naval Appropriation Act, 1947 (60 Stat. 
501), $25,483,976: Provided, That receipts from such functions during 
the fiscal year 1949 shall be deposited in the Treasury as miscellaneous 
receipts.

War Shipping Administration liquidation: The unexpended bal-
ance of the appropriation to the Secretary of the Treasury in the 
Second Supplemental Appropriation Act, 1948, for liquidation of 
obligations found by the General Accounting Office to have been prop-
erly incurred against funds of the War Shipping Administration prior 
to January 1, 1947, is hereby continued available from July 1, 1948, 
until June 30, 1949: Provided, That hereafter all moneys accruing to 
the United States Maritime Commission from operations under the 
War Shipping Administration revolving fund prior to September 1, 
1946 (including all moneys received from agent operators), shall be 
covered into the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, the Commission 
is authorized to furnish utilities and services and make necessary 
repairs in connection with any lease, contract, or occupancy involving 
Government property under control of the Commission, and payments 
received by the Commission for utilities, services, and repairs so fur-
nished or made shall be credited to the appropriation charged with the 
cost thereof: Provided, That rental payments under any such lease, 
contract, or occupancy on account of items other than such utilities, 
services, or repairs shall be covered into the Treasury as miscellaneous 
receipts.

The United States Maritime Commission shall not incur any obliga-
tions during the fiscal year 1949 from the construction fund established 
by the Merchant Marine Act, 1936, or otherwise, in excess of the appro-
priations and limitations contained in this Act: Provided, That nothing 
contained herein and in the Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 
1948, shall be construed to affect the authority of the Commission pur-
suant to the provisions of section 603 (a) of the Merchant Marine Act, 
1936, as amended, (1) to grant operating differential subsidies on a 
long-term basis and (2) to obligate the United States to make future 
payments in accordance with the terms of such operating-differential 
subsidy contracts, and all receipts which otherwise would be deposited 
to the credit of said fund shall be covered into the Treasury as miscel-
laneous receipts: Provided further, That hereafter the Commission 
may make allowances to purchasers of vessels for cost of putting such 
vessels in class, such allowances to be determined on the basis of com-
petitive bids, without regard to the provisions of the last paragraph 
of section 3 (d) of the Merchant Ship Sales Act of 1946.

Transfer of funds.

Pass Christian 
training station, Miss.

36 Stat. 1353.

50 U. S. C. app. 
§ 1291 note.

61 Stat. 697.

Revolving fund, 
War Shipping Ad-
ministration.

Furnishing utilities, 
etc.

49 Stat. 1987.
46 U. S. C. § 1116.

61 Stat. 603.

49 Stat. 2002.
46U. S. C. §1173 (a).

Allowances to pur-
chasers.

60 Stat. 41.
50 U. S. C. app. 

§ 1736 (d).
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Transportation of 
school children.

60 Stat. 810.
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25 Stat. 450.
Ante, p. 237.
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60 Stat. 843.
Ante,]). 1008.
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VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION
Administration, medical, hospital, and domiciliary services: For 

necessary expenses of the Veterans’ Administration, including main-
tenance and operation of medical, hospital, and domiciliary services, 
in carrying out the functions pursuant to all laws for which the 
Administration is charged with administering, including personal 
services in the District of Columbia; examination of estimates of 
appropriations in the field, including actual expenses of subsistence 
or per diem allowance in lieu thereof; furnishing and laundering of 
such wearing apparel as may be prescribed for employees in the per-
formance of their official duties; health service program as authorized 
by law (5 U. S. C. 150); purchase of three hundred and ninety passen-
ger motor vehicles, of which two hundred and twenty-eight shall be 
for replacement only; utilization of Government-owned automotive 
equipment in transporting children of Veterans’ Administration 
employees located at isolated stations to and from school under such 
limitations as the Administrator may by regulation prescribe; services 
as authorized by section 15 of the Act of August 2, 1946 (5 U. S. C. 
55a) ; maintenance and operation of farms; recreational articles and 
facilities at institutions maintained by the Veterans’ Administration; 
expenses incidental to securing employment for war veterans; funeral, 
burial, and other expenses incidental thereto for beneficiaries of the 
Veterans’ Administration except burial awards authorized by Vet-
erans’ Administration Regulation Numbered 9 (a), as amended; the 
purchase of tobacco to be furnished, subject to regulations of the 
Administrator, to veterans receiving hospital treatment or domiciliary 
care in Veterans’ Administration hospitals or homes; aid to State or 
Territorial homes in conformity with the Act approved August 27, 
1888, as amended (24 U. S. C. 134), for the support of veterans eligible 
for admission to Veterans’ Administration facilities for hospital or 
domiciliary care; the purchase of printed reduced-fare requests for 
use by veterans when traveling at their own expense from or to Vet-
erans’ Administration facilities; not to exceed $5,765 for newspapers 
and periodicals; and not to exceed $57,905 for the preparation, ship-
ment, installation, and display of exhibits, photographic displays, mov-
ing pictures, and other visual educational information and descriptive 
material, including the purchase or rental of equipment; $936,755,000, 
from which allotments and transfers may be made to the Federal 
Security Agency (Public Health Service), the Army, Navy, and Inte-
rior Departments, for disbursement by them under the various head-
ings of their applicable appropriations, of such amounts as are 
necessary for the care and treatment of beneficiaries of the Veterans’ 
Administration, including minor repairs and improvements of existing 
facilities under their jurisdiction necessary to such care and treatment: 
Provided, That no part of this appropriation shall be used to pay in 
excess of one hundred persons engaged in public relations work: Pro-
vided further, That no part of this appropriation shall be expended 
for the purchase of any site for or toward the construction of any new 
hospital or home, or for the purchase of any hospital or home; and 
not more than $8,534,800 of this appropriation may be used to repair, 
alter, improve, or provide facilities in the several hospitals and homes 
under the jurisdiction of the Veterans’ Administration either by con-
tract or by the hire of temporary employees and the purchase of 
materials.

Printing and binding: For printing and binding, $3,148,000.
Tort claims: For payment of claims pursuant to section 403 of 

the Federal Tort Claims Act (28 U. S. C. 921), $15,000.
Pensions: For the payment of compensation, pensions, gratuities,
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and allowances (including subsistence allowances authorized by part 
VII of Veterans Regulation la, as amended), authorized under any 
Act of Congress, or regulation of the President based thereon, includ-
ing emergency officers’ retirement pay and annuities, the adminis-
tration of which is now or may hereafter be placed in the Veterans’ 
Administration, and for the payment of adjusted-service credits as 
provided in sections 401 and 601 of the Act of May 19,1924, as amended 
(38 U. S. C. 631 and 661), $1,898,000,000, to be immediately available 
and to remain available until expended.

Readjustment benefits: For the payment of benefits to or on behalf 
of veterans as authorized by titles II, III, and V, of the Servicemen’s 
Readjustment Act of 1944, $1,979,027,000, to be immediately available 
and to remain available until expended: Provided, That no part of this 
appropriation for education and training under title II of the Service-
men’s Readjustment Act, as amended, shall be expended for tuition, 
fees, or other charges, or for subsistence allowance, for any course 
elected or commenced by a veteran on or subsequent to July 1, 1948, 
and which is determined by the Administrator to be avocational or 
recreational in character. For the purpose of this proviso, education 
or training for the purpose of teaching a veteran to fly or related 
aviation courses in connection with his present or contemplated busi-
ness or occupation shall not be considered avocational or recreational.

Military and naval insurance: For military and naval insurance, 
$5,096,000, to be immediately available and to remain available until 
expended.

Hospital and domiciliary facilities: For hospital and domiciliary 
facilities, $202,000,000, to remain available until expended for the 
payment of obligations heretofore or herein authorized to be incurred 
under this head, and, in addition, the Administrator of Veterans’ 
Affairs is authorized to incur obligations prior to July 1, 1950, in 
an amount not exceeding $43,000,000, for extending, with the approval 
of the President, any of the facilities under the jurisdiction of the 
Veterans’ Administration or for any of the purposes set forth in sec-
tions 1 and 2 of the Act approved March 4,1931 (38 U. S. C. 438j-k), 
or in section 101 of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 (38 
U. S. C. 693a) : Provided, That the authority contained in the Third 
Urgent Deficiency Appropriation Act, 1946, and in the Independent 
Offices Appropriation Act, 1948, to incur obligations for the purposes 
of this appropriation is hereby extended to July 1, 1950: Provided 
further, That not to exceed 6.7 per centum of the foregoing appropria-
tion and contract authorizations shall be available for the employment 
in the District of Columbia and in the field of all necessary technical 
and clerical personnel for the preparation of plans and specifications 
for the projects as approved hereunder and in the supervision of 
the execution thereof, and for all travel expenses, field office equip-
ment, and supplies in connection therewith, except that whenever the 
Veterans’ Administration finds it necessary in the construction of any 
project to employ other Government agencies or persons outside the 
Federal service to perform such services not to exceed 10 per centum 
of the cost of such projects may be expended for such services: Provided 
further, That, notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Admin-
istrator of Veterans’ Affairs may select a site and construct a hospital 
thereon in Arlington County, Virginia.

National service life insurance: For the payment of benefits and 
for transfer to the national service life insurance fund, in accordance 
with the National Service Life Insurance Act of 1940, as amended, 
$49,320,000, to be immediately available and to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That certain premiums shall be credited to this 
appropriation as provided by the Act.

68706°—49—pt. 1------ 76
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Soldiers’ and sailors’ civil relief: For payment of claims as author-
ized by article IV of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act amend-
ments of 1942, $65,000, to be immediately and continuously available 
until expended: Provided, That any moneys received as repayment of 
debts incurred under said article IV shall be credited to this 
appropriation.

Veterans’ miscellaneous benefits: For the payment of burial awards 
authorized by Veterans’ Administration Regulation Numbered 9 (a), 
as amended, and for supplies, equipment, and tuition authorized by 
part VII and payments authorized by part IX of Veterans’ Admin-
istration Regulation Numbered 1 (a), as amended, $51,883,000, to 
remain available until expended.

No part of the foregoing appropriations shall be available for hos-
pitalization or examination of any persons except beneficiaries entitled 
under the laws bestowing such benefits to veterans, unless reimburse-
ment of cost is made to the appropriation at such rates as may be 
fixed by the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs.

SURPLUS PROPERTY DISPOSAL

Effective February 28,1949, the Office of War Assets Administrator 
is abolished and the War Assets Administration shall cease to exist 
as an agency of the Government and its affairs, functions, and respon-
sibilities shall thereafter be disposed of and liquidated in accordance 
with the following:

(1) All powers, authority, functions, and responsibilities of the 
War Assets Administrator and of the War Assets Administration 
pertaining to surplus real property, which as used herein shall mean 
land and interests in land together with buildings, fixtures, facilities, 
utilities, equipment, and other property located thereon or adapted 
to use in connection with such property for its highest and best use, 
and all right, title, and interest in notes, mortgages, and contracts of 
sale or lease in connection with surplus real property shall be trans-
ferred to the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, to be held and dis-
posed of by such Corporation in accordance, except as provided herein, 
with the terms of the Surplus Property Act of 1944, as amended;

(2) All aircraft and aircraft parts shall be transferred to the 
Department of the Air Force to be held and disposed of by such 
Department in accordance, except as provided herein, with the terms 
of the Surplus Property Act of 1944, as amended;

(3) All personal property (other than aircraft and aircraft parts), 
except such as may be necessary to the liquidation of the War Assets 
Administration or the exercise of the functions transferred herein, 
shall be transferred to the Bureau of Federal Supply, Treasury 
Department, to be held and disposed of by such Bureau in accordance, 
except as provided herein, with the terms of the Surplus Property Act 
of 1944, as amended;

(4) Except as necessary to the administration of the functions 
herein transferred to the Department of the Air Force, the Recon-
struction Finance Corporation, and the Bureau of Federal Supply, all 
administrative property, records, and accounts of the War Assets 
Administration shall be transferred to the Treasury Department for 
liquidation of the affairs of the War Assets Administration;

(5) Such administrative property, records, and personnel of the 
War Assets Administration as determined by the Director of the 
Bureau of the Budget to be necessary to the administration of any of 
the functions herein transferred shall be transferred to the agency to 
which such function is transferred: Provided, That the right to reten-
tion in employment by the Government of the personnel so transferred 
shall be neither greater nor less than such right would have been had 
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the War Assets Administration continued as an independent agency 
of the Government;

(6) The provisions of section 9 of the Reorganization Act of 1945 
(Public Law 263, Seventy-ninth Congress) shall apply to the transfers 
effected by this paragraph in like manner as if such transfer were a 
reorganization of the agencies and functions concerned under the 
provisions of that Act;

(7) Priorities and preferences provided for in the Surplus Property 
Act of 1944, as amended, shall not continue beyond August 31, 1948, 
as to the disposal of personal property but shall continue as to the 
disposal of real estate;

(8) The agencies herein authorized to dispose of surplus personal 
property may, after the date of enactment hereof, transfer any of such 
property without charge to any other agency of the Government if 
such property, by such transfer, can be put to public use by the trans-
feree agency;

(9) The agencies herein authorized to dispose of surplus property 
shall proceed with due diligence and use all reasonable means within 
the purview of this Act and the Surplus Property Act of 1944, as 
amended, to accomplish such purpose at the earliest practicable date 
and shall report to the Committees on Appropriations of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives at the end of each month as to 
progress made;

(10) The Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of the Air Force, 
or the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation may authorize the abandonment, destruction, or 
donation to public bodies of personal property herein transferred to 
their respective agencies which has no commercial value or the esti-
mated cost of care and handling of which would exceed the estimated 
proceeds from its sale;

(11) The Surplus Property Act of 1944, as amended, shall not apply 
to property of the Government which has not been declared surplus 
under the terms of such Act as of the date of enactment hereof and any 
such property determined to be surplus shall be disposed of in accord-
ance with the terms of other existing law.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, WAR ASSETS ADMINISTRATION, SPECIAL FUND

Salaries and expenses: There is hereby appropriated from the special 
fund account in the Treasury as provided for in the First Deficiency 
Appropriation Act, 1946, not to exceed $65,000,000, which may be 
apportioned for obligation during the period ending February 28,1949, 
for necessary expenses of the War Assets Administration established 
by Reorganization Plan Numbered 1 of 1947; for allocation or reim-
bursement by the War Assets Administrator to Government agencies 
designated by the Administrator as disposal agencies by or pursuant 
to law, and for payment to Government agencies designated by the 
Administrator for rendering special services in connection with the 
disposal of surplus property, in such amounts as shall be approved 
by the Bureau of the Budget; and for allocation or reimbursement 
to owning agencies for the care and handling (including pay and 
allowances and subsistence of military and naval personnel) of surplus 
property subsequent to the filing of a declaration of surplus covering 
such property with a disposal agency designated by the Administrator, 
or, if the Administrator prescribes procedures whereby declarations 
of surplus are made at approximately the time of disposal or removal, 
subsequent to notice by the owning agency to the disposal agency that 
property has been determined to be surplus and is subject to such 
procedures, such funds to be available for personal services in the 
District of Columbia; fees and mileage of witnesses at rates provided
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by law for witnesses attending in the United States courts (28 U. S. C. 
600c) ; payment of claims pursuant to section 403 of the Federal Tort 
Claims Act (28 U. S. C. 921); services as authorized by section 15 
of the Act of August 2,1946 (5 U. S. C. 55a), and other special services 
and reports by contract without regard to section 3709 of the Revised 
Statutes, as amended, including real estate brokers and appraisers at 
rates of pay or fees not to exceed those usual for similar services; 
health service program as authorized by law (5 U. S. C. 150), (not 
to exceed $73,000) ; acceptance and utilization of voluntary and uncom-
pensated services; printing and binding; expenses of attendance at 
meetings of organizations concerned with the work of the Administra-
tion ; procurement of supplies, equipment, reports, and services in con-
nection with the care, handling, and disposition of surplus property 
without regard to the provisions of section 3709 of the Revised Statutes, 
as amended, upon determination by the Administrator or by any 
official designated by him for this purpose that such method of procure-
ment is necessary; purchase and procurement of reports of experts or 
consultants or organizations thereof; advertising, including radio 
time; maintenance, operation, and repair of aircraft in the Territories 
and possessions in connection with disposal activities and, in the conti-
nental limits of the United States in connection with the disposition 
of aircraft and airports; acquisition of buildings, lands, leaseholds, 
and other interests therein, and temporary use thereof for the care, 
handling, and disposition of surplus property; payments to States or 
political subdivisions thereof of sums in lieu of taxes accruing against 
real property declared surplus to the Administration by Government 
corporations; advance of funds to Administration cashiers and collec-
tion officials upon furnishing bond, for the purpose of handling cash 
transactions and making change at surplus property sales: Provided, 
That any employee of the War Assets Administration is authorized, 
when designated for the purpose by the Administrator, to administer 
to or take from any person an oath, affirmation, or affidavit, when such 
instrument is required in connection with the performance of the func-
tions or activities of the War Assets Administration: Provided further, 
That the Administration may procure by contract or otherwise and 
furnish to governmental employees and employees of Government 
contractors at the reasonable value thereof food, meals, subsistence, 
and medical supplies, emergency medical services, quarters, heat, light, 
household equipment, laundry service, and sanitation facilities, and 
erect temporary structures and make alterations in existing structures 
necessary for these purposes, when such employees are engaged in the 
disposal of surplus property, or in the preparation for such disposal, 
at locations where such supplies, services, equipment, or facilities are 
otherwise unavailable, the proceeds derived therefrom to be credited 
to this appropriation.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec . 102. No part of any appropriation contained in this Act shall 
be used to pay the salary or w'ages of any person who engages in a 
strike against the Government of the United States or who is a member 
of an organization of Government employees that asserts the right 
to strike against the Government of the United States, or who advo-
cates, or is a member of an organization that advocates, the overthrow 
of the Government of the United States by force or violence: Provided, 
That for the purposes hereof an affidavit shall be considered prima 
facie evidence that the person making the affidavit has not contrary to 
the provisions of this section engaged in a strike against the Govern-
ment of the United States, is not a member of an organization of 
Government employees that asserts the right to strike against the
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Government of the United States, or that such person does not advo-
cate, and is not a member of an organization that advocates, the over-
throw of the Government of the United States by force or violence: 
Provided further, That any person who engages in a strike against 
the Government of the United States or who is a member of an organi-
zation of Government employees that asserts the right to strike against 
the Government of the United States, or who advocates, or who is a 
member of an organization that advocates, the overthrow of the Gov-
ernment of the United States by force or violence, and accepts 
employment the salary or wages for which are paid from any appro-
priation contained in this Act shall be guilty of a felony and, upon 
conviction, shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not 
more than one year, or both: Provided further, That the above penalty 
clause shall be in addition to, and not in substitution for, any other 
provisions of existing law.

Sec . 103. The funds appropriated herein shall be subject to the 
general provisions of titles I and II of the Independent Offices Appro-
priation Act, 1949, and shall be available for examination of appropri-
ation estimates in the field.

Sec . 104. Section 207 of the Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 
1949, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“Sec . 207. Any appropriations or funds available to the executive 
departments, independent establishments, and wholly owned Govern-
ment corporations for the payment of salaries and compensation to 
persons stationed outside the continental United States or in Alaska 
whose rates of basic compensation are fixed by statute, shall be avail-
able for the payment of additional compensation to such persons, based 
on living costs substantially higher than in the District of Columbia, 
or conditions of environment which differ substantially from condi-
tions of environment in the States and warrant additional compensa-
tion as a recruitment incentive, or both such factors: Provided, That 
such additional compensation, except as otherwise specifically author-
ized by law, shall be paid only in accordance with regulations 
prescribed by the President establishing rates of such additional com-
pensation and defining the area, groups of positions, and classes of 
persons to which each such rate applies: Provided further, That no 
additional compensation based on living costs substantially higher 
than in the District of Columbia shall be paid under this section to 
any person who is entitled to receive a cost-of-living allowance under 
section 901 (2) of the Foreign Service Act of 1946 or section 204 of 
this Act: Provided further, That such additional compensation shall 
not exceed in any instance 25 per centum of the rate of basic compen-
sation : Provided further, That this section shall be effective sixty days 
after the date of approval of this Act, or on such earlier date as may 
be specified in regulations issued by the President hereunder, and 
additional compensation payable under regulations and procedures in 
effect on the date of approval of this Act may continue to be paid until 
the effective date of this section.”

Sec . 105. The last paragraph under the heading “Public Buildings 
Administration” in Public Law 491, Eightieth Congress, is hereby 
amended to read as follows:

“No part of the foregoing appropriations to the Federal Works 
Agency shall be used for the purpose of converting any existing coal 
heating units to oil or natural gas in any federally owned or rented 
buildings in or outside the District of Columbia where there is a fuel 
oil shortage.”

Sec . 106. This Act may be cited as “The Supplemental Independent 
Offices Appropriation Act, 1949.”

Approved June 30, 1948.
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