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April 8, 1948 
[H. R. 5049] 

[Public Law 477]

Revested Oregon 
and California Rail-
road, etc., grant lands.

Exploration, etc.

Timber.

Unpatented mining 
claim.

[CHAPTER 179]
AN ACT

To reopen the revested Oregon and California Railroad and reconveyed Coos 
Bay Wagon Road grant lands to exploration, location, entry, and disposition 
under the general mining laws.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, notwithstand-
ing any provisions of the Act of August 28,1937 (50 Stat. 874), or any 
other Act relating to the revested Oregon and California Railroad and 
reconveyed Coos Bay Wagon Road grant lands, all of such revested or 
reconveyed lands, except power sites, shall be open for exploration, 
location, entry, and disposition under the mineral-land laws of the 
United States, and all mineral claims heretofore located upon said 
lands, if otherwise valid under the mineral-land laws of the United 
States, are hereby declared valid to the same extent as if such lands 
had remained open to exploration, location, entry, and disposition 
under such laws from August 28,1937, to the date of enactment of this 
Act: Provided, That any person who under such laws has entered 
since August 28,1937, or shall hereafter enter, any of said lands, shall 
not acquire title, possessory or otherwise, to the timber, now or here-
after growing thereon, which timber may be managed and disposed 
of as is or may be provided by law, except that such person shall have 
the right to use so much of the timber thereon as may be necessary in 
the development and operation of his mine until such time as such 
timber is disposed of by the United States: Provided further, That 
locations made prior to August 28, 1937, may be perfected in accord-
ance with the laws under which initiated.

The owner of any unpatented mining claim located upon any of such 
lands shall file for record in the United States district land office of the 
land district in which the claim is situated (1) within one hundred and 
eighty days after the effective date of this Act, as to locations hereto-
fore made, or within sixty days of locations, as to locations hereafter 
made, a copy of the notice of location of the claim; (2) within sixty 
days after the expiration of any annual assessment year, a statement 
under oath as to the assessment work done or improvements made dur-
ing the previous assessment year, or as to compliance, in lieu thereof, 
with any applicable relief Act.

Approved April 8, 1948.

April 9,1948 
[H. R. 2298] 

[Public Law 478]

Interstate Com-
merce Act, amend-
ments.

Securities.

24 Stat. 379.
49 U. S. C. § 27.

[CHAPTER 180]
AN ACT

To amend the Interstate Commerce Act, as amended, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That it is hereby 
declared to be in aid of the national transportation policy of the 
Congress, as set forth in the preamble of the Interstate Commerce 
Act, as amended, in order to promote the public interest in avoiding 
the deterioration of service and the interruption of employment which 
inevitably attend the threat of financial difficulties and which follow 
upon financial collapse and in order to promote the public interest in 
increased stability of values of railroad securities with resulting 
greater confidence therein of investors, to assure, insofar as possible, 
continuity of sound financial condition of common carriers subject 
to part I of said Act, to enhance the marketability of railroad securities 
impaired by large and continuing accumulations of interest on income 
bonds and dividends on preferred stock and to enable said common 
carriers, insofar as possible, to avoid prospective financial difficulties,
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inability to meet debts as they mature, and insolvency. To assist in 
accomplishing these ends and because certain classes of the securities 
of such carriers are in the usual case held by a very large number of 
holders, and, further, to enable modification and reformation of pro-
visions of the aforesaid classes of securities and of provisions of the 
instruments pursuant to which they are issued or by which they are 
secured in cases where such modification and reformation shall have 
become necessary or desirable in the public interest in order to avoid 
obstruction to or interference with the economical, efficient, and 
orderly conduct by such carriers of their affairs, it is deemed necessary 
to provide means, in the manner and with the safeguards herein pro-
vided, for the alteration and modification, without the assent of every 
holder thereof, of the provisions of such classes of securities and of 
the instruments pursuant to which they are outstanding or by which 
they are secured.

Sec . 2. Part I of the Interstate Commerce Act, as amended, is 
amended by adding after section 20a the following new section:

“Sec . 20b. (1) It shall be lawful (any express provision contained 
in any mortgage, indenture, deed of trust, corporate charter, stock 
certificate, or other instrument or any provision of State law to the 
contrary notwithstanding), with the approval and authorization of 
the Commission, as provided in paragraph (2) hereof, for a carrier 
as defined in section 20a (1) of this part to alter or modify (a) any 
provision of any class or classes of its securities as defined in section 
20a (2) of this part being hereinafter in this section sometimes called 
‘securities’; or (b) any provision of any mortgage, indenture, deed 
of trust, corporate charter, or other instrument pursuant to which any 
class of its securities shall have been issued or by which any class of 
its obligations is secured (hereinafter referred to as instruments) : 
Provided, That the provisions of this section shall not apply to any 
equipment-trust certificates in respect of which a carrier is obligated, 
or to any evidences of indebtedness of a carrier the payment of which 
is secured in any manner solely by equipment, or to any instrument, 
whether an agreement, lease, conditional-sale agreement, or otherwise, 
pursuant to which such equipment-trust certificates or such evidences 
of indebtedness shall have been issued or by which they are secured.

“(2) Whenever an alteration or modification is proposed under 
paragraph (1) hereof, the carrier seeking authority therefor shall, 
pursuant to such rules and regulations as the Commission shall pre-
scribe, present an application to the Commission. Upon presentation 
of any such application, the Commission may, in its discretion, but 
need not, as a condition precedent to further consideration, require the 
applicant to secure assurances of assent to such alteration or modifica-
tion by holders of such percentage of the aggregate principal amount 
or number of shares outstanding of the securities affected by such 
alteration or modification as the Commission shall in its discretion 
determine. If the Commission shall not require the applicant to 
secure any such assurances, or when such assurances, as the Com-
mission may require shall have been secured, the Commission shall set 
such application for public hearing and the carrier shall give reason-
able notice of such hearing in such manner, by mail, advertisement, or 
otherwise, as the Commission may find practicable and may direct, 
to holders of such of its classes of securities and to such other persons 
in interest as the Commission shall determine to be appropriate and 
shall direct. If the Commission, after hearing, in addition to making 
(in any case where such alteration or modification involves an issuance 
of securities) the findings required by paragraph (2) of section 20a, not 
inconsistent with paragraph (1) of this section shall find that, subject 
to such terms and conditions and with such amendments as it shall 

41 Stat. 494.
49 U. S. C. § 20a.
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determine to be just and reasonable, the proposed alteration or 
modification—

“(a) is within the scope of paragraph (1) ;
“(b) will be in the public interest;
“(c) will be in the best interests of the carrier, of each class 

of its stockholders, and of the holders of each class of its obliga-
tions affected by such modification or alteration; and

“(d) will not be adverse to the interests of any creditor of the 
carrier not affected by such modification or alteration,

then (unless the applicant, carrier shall withdraw its application) 
the Commission shall cause the carrier, in such manner as it shall direct, 
to submit the proposed alteration or modification (with such terms, 
conditions, and amendments, if any) to the holders of each class of its 
securities affected thereby, for acceptance or rejection. All letters, 
circulars, advertisements, and other communications, and all financial 
and statistical statements, or summaries thereof, to be used in soliciting 
the assents or the opposition of such holders shall, before being so 
used, be submitted to the Commission for its approval as to correctness 
and sufficiency of the material facts stated therein. If the Commission 
shall find that as a result of such submission the proposed alteration or 
modification has been assented to by the holders of at least 75 per 
centum of the aggregate principal amount or number of shares out-
standing of each class of securities affected thereby (or in any case 
where 75 per centum thereof is held by fewer than twenty-five holders, 
such larger percentage, if any, as the Commission may determine to 
be just and reasonable and in the public interest), the Commission 
shall enter an order approving and authorizing the proposed alteration 
or modification upon the terms and conditions and with the amend-
ments, if any, so determined to be just and reasonable. Such order 
shall make provision as to the time when such alteration or modifi-
cation shall become and be binding, which may be upon publication of 
a declaration to that effect by the carrier, or otherwise, as the Com-
mission may determine. Any alteration or modification which shall 
become and be binding pursuant to the approval and authority of the 
Commission hereunder shall be binding upon each holder of any 
security of the carrier of each class affected by such alteration or 
modification, and upon any trustee or other party to any instrument 
under which any class of obligations shall have been issued or by 
which it is secured, and when any alteration or modification shall 
become and be binding the rights of each such holder and of any such 
trustee or other party shall be correspondingly altered or modified.

“(3) For the purposes of this section a class of securities shall be 
deemed to be affected by any modification or alteration proposed only 
(a) if a modification or alteration is proposed as to any provision of 
such class of securities, or (b) if any modification or alteration is 
proposed as to any provision of any instrument pursuant to which 
such class of securities shall have been issued or shall be secured: 
Provided, That in any case where more than one class of securities 
shall have been issued and be outstanding or shall be secured pursuant 
to any instrument, any alteration or modification proposed as to any 
provision of such instrument which does not relate to all of the classes 
of securities issued thereunder, shall be deemed to affect only the class 
or classes of securities to which such alteration or modification is 
related. For the purpose of the finding of the Commission referred 
to in paragraph (2) of this section as to whether the required per-
centage of the aggregate principal amount or number of shares out-
standing of each class of securities affected by any proposed alteration 
or modification has assented to the making of such alteration or modi-
fication, any security which secures any evidence or evidences of indebt-
edness of the carrier or of any company controlling or controlled by 
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the carrier shall be deemed to be outstanding unless the Commission 
in its discretion determines that the proposed alteration or modifi-
cation does not materially affect the interests of the holder or holders 
of the evidence or evidences of indebtedness secured by such security. 
Whenever any such pledged security is, for said purposes, to be deemed 
outstanding, assent in respect of such security, as to any proposed 
alteration or modification, may be given only (any express or implied 
provision in any mortgage, indenture, deed of trust, note, or other 
instrument to the contrary notwithstanding) as follows: (a) Where 
such security is pledged as security under a mortgage, indenture, deed 
of trust, or other instrument, pursuant to which any evidences of 
indebtedness are issued and outstanding, by the holders of a majority 
in principal amount of such evidences of indebtedness, or (b) where 
such security secures an evidence or evidences of indebtedness not 
issued pursuant to such a mortgage, indenture, deed of trust, or other 
instrument, by the holder or holders of such evidence or evidences 
of indebtedness; and in any such case the Commission, in addition 
to the submission referred to in paragraph (2) of this section, shall 
cause the carrier in such manner as it shall direct to submit the pro-
posed alteration or modification (with such terms, conditions, and 
amendments, if any, as the Commission shall have determined to be 
just and reasonable) for acceptance or rejection, to the holders of the 
evidences of indebtedness issued and outstanding pursuant to such 
mortgage, indenture, deed of trust, or other instrument, or to the 
holder or holders of such evidence or evidences of indebtedness not 
so issued, and such proposed alteration or modification need not be 
submitted to the trustee of any such mortgage, indenture, deed of 
trust, or other instrument, but assent in respect of any such security 
shall be determined as hereinbefore in this section provided. For 
the purposes of this section a security or an evidence of indebtedness 
shall not be deemed to be outstanding if in the determination of the 
Commission the assent of the holder thereof to any proposed altera-
tion or modification is within the control of the carrier or of any 
person or persons controlling the carrier.

“(4) (a) Any authorization and approval hereunder of any altera-
tion or modification of a provision of any class of securities of a 
carrier or of a provision of any instrument pursuant to which a class 
of securities has been issued, or by which it is secured, shall be deemed 
to constitute authorization and approval of a corresponding alteration 
or modification of the obligation of any other carrier which has 
assumed liability in respect of such class of securities as guarantor, 
endorser, surety, or otherwise: Provided, That such other carrier 
consents in writing to such alteration or modification of such class 
of securities in respect of which it has assumed liability or of the 
instrument pursuant to which such class of securities has been issued 
or by which it is secured and, such consent having been given, any 
such corresponding alteration or modification shall become effective, 
without other action, when the alteration or modification of such class 
of securities or of such instrument shall become and be binding.

“(b) Any person who is liable or obligated contingently or other-
wise on any class or classes of securities issued by a carrier shall, with 
respect to such class or classes of securities, for the purposes of this 
section, be deemed a carrier.

“(5) The authority conferred by this section shall be exclusive 
and plenary and any carrier, in respect of any alteration or modifica-
tion authorized and approved by the Commission hereunder, shall have 
full power to make any such alteration or modification and to take 
any actions incidental or appropriate thereto, and may make any such 
alteration or modification and take any such actions, and any such 
alteration or modification may be made without securing the approval
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(6), 77e.

of the Commission under any other section of this Act or other para-
graph of this section, and without securing approval of any State 
authority, and any carrier and its officers and employees and any other 
persons, participating in the making of an alteration or modification 
approved and authorized under the provisions of this section or the 
taking of any such actions, shall be, and they hereby are, relieved from 
the operation of all restraints, limitations, and prohibitions of law, 
Federal, State, or municipal, insofar as may be necessary to enable 
them to make and carry into effect the alteration or modification so 
approved and authorized in accordance with the conditions and with 
the amendments, if any, imposed by the Commission. Any power 
granted by this section to any carrier shall be deemed to be in addition 
to and in modification of its powers under its corporate charter or 
under the laws of any State. The provisions of this section shall not 
affect in any way the negotiability of any security of any carrier or of 
the obligation of any carrier which has assumed liability in respect 
thereto.

“(6) The Commission shall require periodical or special reports 
from each carrier which shall hereafter secure from the Commission 
approval and authorization of any alteration or modification under 
this section, which shall show, in such detail as the Commission may 
require, the action taken by the carrier in the making of such alteration 
or modification.

“ (7) The provisions of this section are permissive and not mandatory 
and shall not require any carrier to obtain authorization and approval 
of the Commission hereunder for the making of any alteration or 
modification of any provision of any of its securities or of any class 
thereof or of any provision of any mortgage, indenture, deed of trust, 
corporate charter, or other instrument, which it may be able lawfully 
to make in any other manner, whether by reason of provisions for 
the making of such alteration or modification in any such mortgage, 
indenture, deed of trust, corporate charter, or other instrument, or 
otherwise: Provided, That the provisions of paragraph (2) of section 
20a, if applicable to such alteration or modification made otherwise 
than pursuant to the provisions of this section, shall continue to be 
so applicable.

“(8) The provisions of paragraph (6) of section 20a, except the 
provisions thereof in respect of hearings, shall apply to applications 
made under this section. In connection with any order entered by 
the Commission pursuant to paragraph (2) hereof, the Commission 
may from time to time, for good cause shown, make such supplemental 
orders in the premises as it may deem necessary or appropriate, and 
may by any such supplemental order modify the provisions of any 
such order, subject always to the requirements of said paragraph (2).

“(9) The provisions of subdivision (a) of section 14 of the Secu-
rities Exchange Act of 1934 shall not apply to any solicitation in 
connection with a proposed alteration or modification pursuant to 
this section.

“(10) The Commission shall have the power to make such rules 
and regulations appropriate to its administration of the provisions 
of this section as it shall deem necessary or desirable.

“(11) Any issuance of securities under this section which shall be 
found by the Commission to comply with the requirements of para-
graph (2) of section 20a shall be deemed to be an issuance which 
is subject to the provisions of section 20a within the meaning of 
section 3 (a) (6) of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended. Section 5 
of said Securities Act shall not apply to the issuance, sale, or exchange 
of certificates of deposit representing securities of, or claims against, 
any carrier which are issued by committees in proceedings under this
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section, and said certificates of deposit and transactions therein shall, 
for the purposes of said Securities Act, be deemed to be added to 
those exempted by sections 3 and 4, respectively, of said Securities

“(12) The provisions of sections 1801, 1802, 3481, and 3482 of the 
Internal Revenue Code and any amendments thereto, unless specifically 
providing to the contrary, shall not apply to the issuance, transfer, 
or exchange of securities or the making or delivery of conveyances to 
make effective any alteration or modification effected pursuant to this 
section.

“ (13) The Commission shall not approve an application filed under 
this section by any carrier while in equity receivership or in process 
of reorganization under section 77 of the Bankruptcy Act, as amended, 
except that the Commission may approve an application filed by a car-
rier which, on the date of enactment of this Act, is in equity receiver-
ship and with respect to which no order confirming the sale of the 
carrier’s property has been entered, or is in process of reorganization 
under section 77 and with respect to which no order confirming a plan 
shall have been entered, or, such an order having been entered, if an 
appeal from said order is pending on said date in a circuit court of 
appeals or the matter is pending in the Supreme Court on a petition to 
review any order of a circuit court of appeals dealing with said order 
of confirmation or the time within which to make such appeal or to file 
such petition has not expired, if prior to the filing of such application 
with the Commission such carrier shall have applied for and been 
granted permission to file such application by the district judge before 
whom the equity receivership or section 77 proceeding is pending. 
Any such carrier applying for permission to file such application shall 
file with the court as a prerequisite to the granting of such permission 
(1) a copy of the proposed application, (2) a copy of the proposed 
plan of alteration or modification of its securities, and (3) assurances 
satisfactory to the court of the acceptance of such plan from holders 
of at least 25 per centum of the aggregate amount of all securities, 
including not less than 25 per centum of the aggregate amount of all 
creditors’ claims, affected by such plan. An order of a district judge 
granting or withholding such permission shall be final and shall not 
be subject to review. Upon granting of such permission, such proceed-
ing, so far as it relates to a plan of reorganization, shall be suspended 
until the Commission shall have notified the court that (a) the appli-
cation filed by such carrier under this section has been dismissed or 
denied by the Commission or withdrawn, (b) the Commission has 
approved and authorized an alteration or modification under this 
section with respect to the securities of such carrier, or (c) twelve 
months have elapsed since the filing of such application and no such 
alteration or modification has been approved and authorized by the 
Commission. Upon receipt by the court of notification that such appli-
cation has been dismissed or denied or withdrawn or that twelve 
months have elapsed and no alteration or modification has been 
approved and authorized, the equity receivership or section 77 pro-
ceeding shall be resumed as though permission to file application under 
this section had not been granted. Upon receipt by the court of notifi-
cation that the Commission has authorized and approved such alter-
ation or modification of the carrier’s securities under this section as, in 
the judgment of the court, makes further receivership or section 77 
proceeding unnecessary, the court shall enter an order restoring custody 
of the property to the debtor, and making such other provision as may 
be necessary to terminate the equity receivership or section 77 
proceeding.”

Sec . 3. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law—
(1) with respect to any plan of reorganization or modified
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15 U. S. O. 77c, 
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47 Stat. 1474.
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plan of reorganization approved by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission under the provisions of section 77 of the Bankruptcy 
Act, as amended, subsequent to the effective date of this Act, it 
shall be the duty of the Commission, upon petition of any party 
to the proceeding filed at any time more than eighteen months 
after certification by the Commission to the court of the plan or 
of an order disposing of a like petition, but before any order 
confirming the plan shall have been entered, or, such an order 
having been entered, if an appeal from said order is pending on 
said date in a circuit court of appeals or the matter is pending 
in the Supreme Court on a petition to review any order of a 
circuit court of appeals dealing with said order of confirmation 
or the time within which to make such appeal or to file such 
petition has not expired, to report to the court in which consid-
eration of such plan is then pending, any changes, facts, or 
developments which have occurred since the approval of such 
plan by the Commission, which were not provided for in the 
plan, and which in the opinion of the Commission make it 
necessary or expedient for the Commission to reexamine or 
reconsider and, if necessary, to revise such plan in order to insure 
that such plan, if consummated and put into effect, shall then, 
in the opinion of the Commission, be fair and equitable and in 
the public interest and compatible with the provisions of this 
section and section 77 of the Bankruptcy Act, as amended. Upon 
the filing of any such report by the Commission with the court, 
the court shall remand the plan to the Commission for such 
reexamination, reconsideration, and possible revision;

(2) if, with respect to any plan of reorganization or modified 
plan of reorganization approved by the Commission subsequent 
to the effective date of this Act, the court before which such plan 
is then pending, for approval or confirmation, no order of 
confirmation having been entered, or, such an order having been 
entered, if an appeal from said order is pending on said date 
in a circuit court of appeals or the matter is pending in the 
Supreme Court on a petition to review any order of a circuit 
court of appeals dealing with said order of confirmation or the 
time within which to make such appeal or to file such petition 
has not expired, upon petition of any party to the proceeding 
and either with or without a hearing, shall find that changes, 
facts, or developments have occurred since the approval of such 
plan by the Commission which were not provided for in the 
plan and which make it necessary or expedient, in the opinion 
of the court, that the Commission reexamine and reconsider and 
revise such plan in order to insure that the plan consummated 
and put into effect shall then, in the opinion of the court and 
the Commission, be fair and equitable and in the public interest 
and compatible with the provisions of this section, and section 77 
of the Bankruptcy Act, as amended, the court shall return the 
plan to the Commission for such reexamination, reconsideration 
and possible revision;

(3) with respect to any plan of reorganization or modified plan 
of reorganization which, on the date of enactment of this Act, 
is before any district court for approval or confirmation, no order 
of confirmation having been entered, or, such order having been 
entered, if an appeal from said order is pending in a circuit court 
of appeals or the matter is pending in the Supreme Court on a 
petition to review any order of a circuit court of appeals dealing 
with said order of confirmation or the time within which to make 
such an appeal or to file such petition has not expired, it shall 
be the duty of the Commission, upon petition of any party to the 
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proceeding, to report to such court any changes, facts, or develop-
ments which have occurred since December 31, 1939, which were 
not provided for in the plan and which, in the opinion of the Com-
mission, make it necessary or expedient for the Commission to 
reexamine or reconsider and, if necessary, to revise such plan in 
order to insure that if consummated and put into effect, such plan 
shall then, in the opinion of the Commission, be fair and equitable 
and in the public interest and compatible with the provisions of 
this section and section 77 of the Bankruptcy Act, as amended. 
Upon the filing of any such report by the Commission with the 
court, the court shall remand the plan to the Commission for such 
reexamination, reconsideration, and possible revision;

(4) in the event of the return of a plan to the Commission pur-
suant to the provisions of this subsection (a), the proceedings 
with respect thereto shall be governed by the provisions of sub-
section (d) of section 77 of the Bankruptcy Act, as amended;

(5) each petition filed under the provisions of paragraph (1) or 
paragraph (3) of this subsection (a) shall be filed with the court 
before which is pending the plan which is the subject of the 
petition and such petition shall be referred by the court to the 
Commission. Upon the filing of such petition with the court all 
further proceedings for confirmation of the plan shall be sus-
pended pending disposition of the petition by the Commission 
and certification of its action thereon to the court.

(b) As to any plan so returned to the Commission by the court, 
the Commission, upon further hearing at which all parties may 
appear and submit evidence as to prospective earning power and other 
relevant facts, and upon consideration of all changes, facts, and 
developments which have occurred since the date of approval of the 
plan by the Commission (or which have occurred since December 
31, 1939, in the case of plans which on the date of enactment of this 
Act were pending before, but had not been confirmed by, the court by 
order which shall have become final), including, without limitation, 
for such period total railway operating revenues, operating expenses 
and other charges, net earnings, the full effect of amortization deduc-
tions on earnings of past and future years, improvements to property, 
the effect of released collateral through past or future payments of 
loans, cash and net current assets, retirements and purchases of debt, 
including retirements and purchases at a discount that have been 
made or that can reasonably be made, adjustment and reduction of 
interest rates on outstanding debt that may be made, shall, in a supple-
mental report and order, modify, or refuse to modify, any plan which 
it has approved, stating the reasons for such modification or for its 
refusal to modify the plan. The Commission, if it modifies the plan, 
shall certify the modified plan to the court, together with a transcript 
of the proceeding before it and a copy of its report and order approv-
ing the modified plan. Thereafter proceedings upon the plan shall 
be governed by the provisions of subsection (e) of section 77 of the 
Bankruptcy Act, as amended, and of this section. If the Commission 
refuses to modify the plan, it shall transmit to the court a copy of 
its report and order, together with a transcript of the proceedings 
before it. Thereafter, if the court shall find that the refusal of the 
Commission to modify the plan is based on sufficient findings and is 
supported by the record, the proceeding upon the plan shall continue 
as if the plan had not been returned to the Commission; otherwise 
the court shall return the plan to the Commission for further con-
sideration. Upon such consideration, the Commission shall again 
certify the plan to the court with such modifications, if any, as it may 
find necessary, and thereafter further proceedings upon the plan shall 
be as provided in said subsection (e) and in this section.

47 Stat. 1474.
11 U. S. C. § 205.
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fusal to modify.

47 Stat. 1478.
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April 9,1948 
[8. 1794] 

[Public Law 479]

Saving clause. Sec . 4. If any provision of this Act, or the application thereof to 
any person or circumstances, is held invalid, the remainder of this 
Act, and the application of such provision to other persons or circum-
stances, shall not be affected thereby.

Approved April 9, 1948.
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to U. S.

April 13,1948 
[H. R. 4167] 

[Public Law 480]

Lease of State lands 
for mineral produc-
tion.

47 Stat. 150.

April 15,1948 
[S. 805] 

[Public Law 481]

Roosevelt, Utah.
Appropriation au-

thorized for high-
school building.

[CHAPTER 181]
AN ACT

To authorize the Houston Council, Navy League of the United States, to construct 
a reflecting pool at the United States naval hospital, Houston, Texas.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary 
of the Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized to permit the Houston 
Council, Navy League of the United States, to construct a reflecting 
pool on the grounds of the United States naval hospital, at Houston, 
Texas.

Sec . 2. The site of the reflecting pool and its design and construc-
tion shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Navy. 
The design and construction of the reflecting pool shall be without 
cost to the United States.

Sec . 3. Upon completion of the construction of the reflecting pool, 
the Secretary of the Navy is authorized to accept it as an uncondi-
tional gift to the United States from the Houston Council, Navy 
League of the United States.

Approved April 9, 1948.

[CHAPTER 183]
AN ACT

To authorize the States of Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wash-
ington to lease their State lands for production of minerals, including leases for 
exploration for oil, gas, and other hydrocarbons and the extraction thereof, for 
such terms of years and on such conditions as may be from time to time pro-
vided by the legislatures of the respective States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the second 
paragraph of section 11 of the Act relating to the admission into the 
Union of the States of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and 
Washington, approved February 22, 1889, as amended, is amended 
to read as follows: “Except as otherwise provided herein, the said 
lands may be leased under such regulations as the legislature may 
prescribe. Leases for the production of minerals, including leases 
for exploration for oil, gas, and other hydrocarbons and the extraction 
thereof, shall be for such term of years and on such conditions as may 
be from time to time provided by the legislatures of the respective 
States; leases for grazing and agricultural purposes shall be for a 
term not longer than ten years; and leases for development of hydro-
electric power shall be for a term not longer than fifty years.”

Approved April 13, 1948.

[CHAPTER 185]
AN ACT

Authorizing an appropriation for the construction, extension, and improvement 
of a high-school building near Roosevelt, Utah, for the district embracing the 
east portion of Duchesne County and the west portion of Uintah County.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That there is hereby 
authorized to be appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not
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